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Between Debaters
or

The thinking after
acting characteristic
of Epimetheus and
not of Prometheus

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The Greek Mythology
includes the Thistory of
Epimetheus, onc of the four sons
of lapetos, King of the Titans,
whao in contrast to his brother
Prometheus, was always
thinking after acting, therefore
his thoughts could not alter the
outcome of those decided that
had already happened. His
tactics (a personification of
thoughtlessness), led him to
ignore his brother’s advise
(Prometheus), consulting him to
be very cautious when opening
the pyxis (a box made by the tree
pyxos), the so-called wedding
present, sent by Zeus. So
Epimetheus with his wife's
(Pandora) consent opened the
box thus spreading on Earth
every kind of disaster included in
it. According to Hesiod, Zeus
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invented this box as a
punishment to Prometheus, who
had stolen fire, one of the Gods’
treasures, Lo give it to mankind.

This reference to the legend
of Prometheus and Epimetheus,
is intended to show the necessity
of the State’s intervention so as
to prevent the non desirable
situations rather than to cure
them after they have already
occured; something that is very
common up to date.

On the relative matter (and
quite indicative of course...) we
refer to the following two
instances:

With the disproportionate
projection in relation to what
was bound to happen, the
Government has intresluced by
Law the institution of the
«Citizen's Advocate», not of
course an exact copy of
Obusman’s institution (as it is
the case elsewhere), but
properly «adjusted» to the
Greek reality. Despite the fact,
that this law is valid for around
six months now and despite the
fact that the appropriate
building, for the sheltering of the
relative Services, has been
rented, the «Advocate of the
Citizens» hasn’t been appointed
yet. The reasons for this delay
are nol known, while the
problems caused by the
uncoordinated actions of the
Executives of the Public
Administration are increasing.

The European Union
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finances (rather generously...)
Programs on Professional
Training for the Unemployed
and especially for young people,
at the responsibility of the
Agencies in charge of these
matters in the Member States,
having as their ultimate goal to
make those people capable to re-
enter to the productive process,
to get informed of the new
technologies and techniques
available and to get a part time
jobetc.

Concerning the latter, it must
be noted, that part lime
occupation holds a 9% of the
total of the Workforce in
Greece, while in ltaly for the
same category the percentlage is
7%, in Luxembourg 8%, in
Denmark 21%, in Sweden 23%,
in the UK 24% and in Holland
38%.

In order to deal with the
problem (and not having only as
a purposc to «converge» our
percentage to the average of the
E.U. which is 16%) a number of
measures should be taken
immediately, many of which
(usually financed by the E.U.)
are already are applied in other
Member States of the E.U. We
indicatively refer to two
Countries: Denmark and Italy.

In Denmark, young people
between 18 and 25 with no
formal qualifications are obliged
to undergo 18 months of Special
Training Programs so as to get
ready (or the job markel. After
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the completion of those
Programs they are placed in part
time jobs either partially
subsidized by the State or
offered by Private firms and
Local Governments. These
Programs have contributed to a
major reduction of
unembloyment among the
young people: from 62,000 in
1993 it has fallen to 20,000 during
the year 1997.

In Italy, the Government
based on the Law (L. 608/1996)
offers a financial aid of § 30,000
Lo young people over the age of
18 who wish to start their own
business, especially in the
southern poor regions of the
Country. Forty thousand people
have already requested these so
called «loans of honor», despite
the prevailing belief among the
Italian people that the ideal job
is a secure position (posto fisso).

The above data indicates the
necessity to take immediate,
effective measures, for the
control of the undesirable «side
effects» of the Public
Administration as well as for the
reduction of the percentages of
Unemployment, especially
during a period of an
unfavorable international
climate.

The Greek Legend of
Prometheus and Epimetheus is
extremely educational in this
case with whatever results out
ofit....
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OLAOHELAG DEXU ORTH) PIVDV VLA VL
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oiag. METa TV 0AOXAO®OT) AuThv
tov [Mpoyouppdtny roroeToihveo
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mdorovpeves vt Tou Kpdroug, eite
TROGPEVOPEVES VITO IOUTIKGY EMYEL-
pnogmy zat Tomxoy Aopov, Ta v ho-
Yo Hooyodpputa Exouy 0dyoEL oe
HELWO) TS AVERYING TV VEMV; £T0G
1993: dveoyor 62,000, £rog 1997: dvep-
you 20,000,

oy Itakia n Kuféovno fidoe
vopou (N, 608/1996) rooapéoe oro-
vopuxt] evioyuon) 30.000 dokk. oe véoug
(v Tov 18 €10V, oL omoion emmbu oty
v g0yaoDoty ng EAED0EQOL ETLELON-
PATIES, 1DLE OTIC VOTIES TTOYES TEQLO-
yEc g Xhpag. "Hor, 40.000 vior é-
LOUV DIOPAAAEL ALTOEIG YL Tt £V hO-
Y «OUVELL TUING», IO TNV YEVIROE
RKOUTOVOW AVTIAIPT), OTL 1) TAEOV 16
VURT] EQYUOLR ELven 1) «oiyoupn) Ogan»
(posto [issa) - n eEnernuevy OEon eo-
yaolog-.

Ta avapeplévra otowyeia didouy,
£E MG TALVOAC, TO PETOOY TOV ROLTE-
TELYOVTOC TOV OUYHOTOC YA TV (-
01 MY BETOWY ADOITEAGIY %Ot (roTe-
AOPUTIADY, TOGO VI TV TEQLOTOM)
) ETTLOU PN TV TTHOEVEPYELOV £V TW
LHpm NG Anpooiag Aoixnong, 600
HOLYLOL TV HEUDOT TG (VEQYLAUG, EV jié-
o pihota xaxng, hedvoig ovyxo-
otag.

O elnvixog pobog tou Toopun0é-
wg ke tov Emypm0ens eivar ev mooxet-
pEve eEoyme Sidantinde, pe 0,11 avtd
OUVEPEARETAL...



