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Between Debaters 
or 

Visions, objectives and 
ten years of battels ... 

~YJ;ODst:...9E. ATHANASSOPOULOS 
Professor of Panteion University of Social 

and Political Sciences and of tile University 
of Athells, (Vis. Prol.), 

Ex ~h L.U L. 8rl)xRlle~ Ex 1nl. I.I.AY., Pari~ 

!Je('(II/.\·(' lit'e is like Ihenlrl: ond gUIIIC, 

YOII ('ilh('/' Icarn 10 pla)', ,rullsfen"g whllt 

you learned or /Jcllr ,he fillill' 
When in June 01 year IlJ95 the 

c ~ 11' , r n ~ ! ~ ,) ! ~ r !~ ! ~ a nd "i .... i I III sol the 

llnl'orgc lla I' r . llg, ' 111 <1 al J (jcor j(1' 

I\'IIIANASSOPOU 0 • of the auth( r 

or t h i. 
ATHANA. 
special col1clbora[ors crea ted the f I'm r 
texts of the (ir '( copy 01' the REVIE W OF 
D ~ENT'I ALIZAT10N LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT. there wa 
certain ly Ihat the intention of th edi tor 
were good, the certainty abollllhe fu ture 
of lhi ' allcmpt and the doubts of many 
othe r pe pie on the r esults of lhi 

editorial attempt. 

J. PALLADAS ALEXANDREYS, Poet. 
wJJlcb JIved In AlexandrIa of Egyp t ln lhe 
begl nnJng of the 5th century . 150 hI 
importBnl wrlt:Jngs arc saved. 
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The new publicatio n wa s meant to 
cover a variet), of subjects. on the occasion 
of the big problems of Dece nt ralisation , 
which rema ins a dream over dccadcli in 
Greece, going th rough the risky so-"",,,,f 
the Loca l Structu res. Ihal are usua ll y 
insuffi cient inst itut io nally a nd 
approaching the fin al goa l which are the 
crea t ion o f mo de rn Soci al Structures, 
growth and mos11 y the regional dimension 
of growth . 1I was eXilet !y Ihi s vari ety of 
st1bjeclS that c rea te d doubts ::Iboul th e 
futuce of this e ffort , which aimed from the 
beginning in Ihe systematic investigation 
of many important but also «ann oy in g» 
subjects, since these required c1lClnges ill a 
varie ty o f sectors. ( P<l rliam e nt. Pu blic 
Administration, Pu blic En terprises etc.), 
risking to face big political costs. 

The last ed itorial decade, (the present 
copy is the 40th) and despite the fact that 
the writer of the present article does not 
a ll oca te th e Ce ras of Amalthe ia2 ha s, 
including Ihis review. a lot of successes 
a nd hundreds of art icl es wfi tl en from 
impOrl !l 1l1 personalities of In tcrnationa l 
Organisms (c.g. U.N .. E.U. · I}.,rli ament. 
Commiss io n Council). PresiJen ls and 
Prime Mini s te r!), politica l Leaders. 
Mini s ters, Depulic!) , Me mb c rs of th e 
l}arliulIlent. Prefects . Mayors. Deans. 
PrOrc~~('r!) {II \'tl mlUl> uni"cl ~itks. Special 
Scicnlhb BlI"in co:c; mcn c l c I3tll the 
writcr also h itS th c concern about what 
"hollld be done mainl y in the Eurupcnn 
dOl1lillll and wilh rega rd \0 the rolc of 

2. The Greek tmdJtJoIJ wlt/J regard /0 the 
AMAL171EIA, d/her LIS a Nymph, or as goal, 
arc m any an d vary . AMAL7'HEJA It Is 
myUJolog1caJ goat. which nursed U us, w/Jo, 
having tile AMALTI-IEIA S Ccras 
8ccompJtsJJed Bccordlng t o the ant:ient 
Greeks, aCQuJres anything h e desired ... 
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Greece in it, in Public and Local 
Administration, in Growth and mainly in 
the Regional Growth. given the altered 
and precarious international climate and 
the climate that globalization) provokes, 
especially in the economic activity. 

From another point of view, the 
recognition of the REVIEW OF 
DECENTRALIZA nON LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, from Universities 
and Scientific Research, was most likely 
expecleJ, but simultaneously it exceeded 
every expectation and this is particularly 
comforting, given the current context. 

H\lI. what kind or development and 

c h;JI\g c~ \VI; II' 1 ill' sllhj(;cIS Ihat this 
pllhli c;1\I()\l ,;,'1'\'<;:: ~';\lhll11l\ccll() <.IUI 111,1' ill\' 

Id~l dCL:udc:' 
it is c()1l1J1luniy aJnllllcLi. [hal tllc 

['e g ul a I i () 11 S Cl n cl r u I c s le cl t (l \ h c 

strengthening ul' the opiniulI Illal the 
1) C' c c n t 1"' 1 ! 1 \,0 ~ I I i (' 1 /' r (, C l V t" I I1 Illl i) l cl I 

AcimilllSlral]()ll IS (1I1 Cl ~Clll~laCl()r:r ;,l<lgc, 

however has no\ been completeci ror 

many reasons 4 

3. V. DELm-fEOU: Regional Growth and 
Admlnl:;ta tJOJ1 . InstitutJonal Fra.me. 
D evelopmen ta. l Programs. GlobalJ at/on. 
Athens. 2002. p.192. 

4 . Some of tbe most recent statutes 
report: N .3242/2004 RegulatIons for the 
OJ-ganlsatJon and operation of Government 
and Ule LocaJ AuthorJties. N .3250/2004 
Part. time Employment in the Slate. ln the 
Local AuthoritJes and In N.P.D .D , 
N.3274/2004 Organisation and operatJon of 
the Local AuthoritJes and of N .A .. 
P.D. 164/2004 ReguJat10ns for the Ivorkers 
with conventions of given Ime In Public 
Sector N.3260/2004 Regu latlon of tlJe 
ystem of engagements and subjects of 

PubJ1c Administration. N.3320/200S 
PegulatJOJls olsubjects o/'Persona/ State. 
N.P. of PublJc Sector and tbe Local 
AuthoritJes tc. 
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This can also be said with certainty 
concerning all the changes that have 
already hc donc in the field of Local 
Structures (Prefeetoral Administration, 
Local Administration of first degree), 
despite the fact that are a lot of relative 
questions to be answered. 

What is more, the increase of relative 
regulations is demanded , but 3lso, the 
increase of direct foreigner investments, 
the strengthening of Greek economic 
presence, either through the State, or 

through Greek individuq!.s· 'that act 

beyond the borders of this Country, 

especially in the Countries of the Balkans 
etc:' 

And it is also. important to note that 
based on the official data from the 
European StatisticClI Service, during the 

second quarter of this year, the rate of 

growth of the Greek economy 
approached 3,5°;;), and as a result Greece 
was placed in the second place of the table 
of the 25 Countries Members of European 
Union, allhe first place is Lithuania 

(6,7%), Spain is third (3,4'10) and th e 
medium price is (1,2%). 

All those took plucc in the context of 
S()l1le e ff()]'is In consoiid,ltt: th e (,olllllry's 

fUl';:: lr: tbe l(;;lli1l or rill: E i i kaucr 
C r) U Tlii·i(.;.!~ e'~ r)l;.ci ~tJly J. llpf' : l";e u c~C~~ ill! 

)lrt:~l Jd '~~ih:~ ut the [' .tJ '1 ~hu ing vv'hich the 
\l;x j. uf tile nell' , unstilullon b Wd S 

:'l(~ h'ic\'cd, the ~lC!hc:,i() n of I () nc'.': 

~. (,;onst. Gg. A'J.Hll.1'J.'~SOJo'OUWS. V. 
DF;L1THEOU: The Greek Pl'/vale TJJvcslJJ1clJls 
J11 Countries of the DalkRns and the Grt:ek 
Drawing of Economic Reconstruction of the 
Balkalls. Athens. 2005, p.35. 

6. Const. GE. ATIlANASSOPOUWS: The 
law of the EuropeaIl Union: The Treaty 011 the 
establishment of the COllstitution of Europe, 
Volume B '. Ro'me/ Athens, October 2004. 
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Countries or MCllltlcrs was sIgned GIC, 
(Athcns. Thessalonica/Chalkiulkl, 2l)(U) . 

CUllceJ Jlillg lile question whcther or 

nolI he scope of this particular publica tiol1 
is 'lrhi '>"f>d 11,., ,..""WVI j" i Ill' r,illdwillQ: 

lJcyonJ (lilY IJulilic ,tl c;\ lJ,-dl '~Jl C) 

during the past decade a lot of innovative 
regulations that were more or less 
successful took place, but there is always a 
vast field [or new improvements, 

What is more, the changes of the social 
structures for the best do not include only 
wise visions of Politics and Governors, bu t 
are also componenl of the Human nature, 
which always seeks according to the 

AISCHILOS7 the best: 
«Happiness, success is something thal 

people can ' t get enough oL,», 

7. AISCHlWS (EJeus/s 525 b. C .. GcJa 456 
b. C.), the bigger tmgtc poet of ancJeJJt Greece. 
He composed many masterpieces. Some of 
hJs trsged/cr;: lKETIDES. PERSES. SEVEN 
EPICS THIVAS. PROMITHEFS DESMOTIS. 
AGAMEMNON. HOIFOROI. EVMENlDES. 


