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Abstract 

 

This main objective of the research is to make attempts at broadly analyzing the Boko Haram Sect in 

Nigeria, bringing a clearer view on their motives, aims and organizational background as well as the 

delving into its origin to determine why the group is prevalent in the northern part of Nigeria and not 

in other parts of the country. Also, the research critically reviews the notion that the Boko Haram sect 

is an organized group that has the support of domestic and international groups to enhances political 

and financial gains.  

Findings of this research show that the continuous civil unrest, poor governance, abuse of human 

rights, high rate of  unemployment etc have all contributed to the crisis in Africa, and the lack of the 

basic needs of survival due to economic hardship has put over 55 million Africans into poverty in 

2020  and around Thirty-three percent of the countries in Africa were classified as the least developed 

in the world in 2023, and about 8 countries declared debt stress and another 13 are at high risk of 

debt stress (Chatham, 2024).  

To this end, it was discovered that the number of people joining extremist groups are largely due to 

economic factors rather than religious factors, according to a United Nation Program report (UNDP) 

an increase of 92 percent new recruits join extremist group for better livelihood in comparison to the 

motivation of those interviewed in their 2017 report.  
 

Regarding the research question findings show that Nigeria’s strategy towards insurgencies since 

the beginning of 2010 is the deployment of its Joint Task Force (JTF) which consist of the Air Force, 

Navy, State Security Services, Police and the  Army all operating under a unified command structure 

in order to enhance coordination between the forces foster efficient intelligence sharing amongst the 

forces and encourage unity of direction between the forces necessary for the countering of 

insurgencies, “although this has been limited. The Nigerian parliament passed anti-terrorism 

legislation, originally introduced in 2011, in 2013. The law was designed, in part, to facilitate greater 

counterterrorism coordination, but interagency cooperation and information sharing remains limited 

by Nigeria’s federal structure, which has caused confusion between chief state security officers and 

federally controlled security forces. Nigerian JTF counterinsurgency operations in the northeast have 

been “generally repressive,” relying heavily on military-led operations to kill and capture “scores” 

of Boko Haram insurgents since the movement was first brutally crushed in 2009, while this use of 

force has clearly enabled the JTF to pressure Boko Haram strongholds in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 

and reduce the scope of its activity, it has also produced large-scale extrajudicial killings, mass arrests 
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and intimidation of civilians, who are treated as insurgent sympathizers” (Afeikhena Jerome, Lessons 

from Columbia for Combating the Boko haram Insurgency in Nigeria, 2015). 

Nigeria has been faced with several challenges and constraints in their security force response, 

especially as it relates to mismanagement of funds and significant corruption in the system, over 

USD470 million was deployed to purchase Public Security and Communication Systems, however, 

the funds was poorly managed, and the project has long been abandoned. 

In terms of the research hypothesis analysis show that there are views that the Boko Haram sect is 

just an Islamic group that is seeking the attention of the Nigerian government regarding the 

Islamization of the States in Nigeria especially the Northern States and the enforcement of the Sharia 

Law on those states while declaring the alienation of the Western Civilization, for instance (Walter 

Gam Nkwi 2015).  

The research also revealed  uncertified rumors in the country that attributes the fact that the Boko 

Haram is a political tool that is being used by some elitist and politicians for personal political gains 

they provide ammunitions for the Boko Haram group to combat the army, usually to win an opponent 

in an election, the group is also being paid to cause chaos especially in the regions where they are 

dominant during an election cycle to scare voters away so they do not come out to vote especially 

when a particular politician know that he/she is losing to an opponent, this they do by ensuring that 

funds that are allocated to by the Federal government of the country to train military personnel does 

not get to them and money allocated to buy sophisticated weapons to overpower those of the sect 

will not be used to purchase same . For instance, a report by Afeikhena Jerome show that lack of 

investment in training, failure to maintain equipment and dwindling cooperation with Western forces 

has damaged Nigeria’s armed services (Afeikhena Jerome 100), also recent report by Chatham House 

points out that soldiers in the northeast are suffering from malfunctioning equipment, low morale, 

desertions, and mutinies. Despite a large increase in government spending on the army from a 

security budget totaling almost $5.8 billion, little of it has found its way to the front lines. Four 

hundred-eighty Nigerian soldiers were alleged to have fled to Cameroon in August 2014, when they 

were confronted with superior weapons in the hands of Boko Haram insurgents. In June 2014, ten 

generals and five other senior security staff were reportedly court martialed for arming and providing 

intelligence to the group, with twelve (12) of them sentenced for execution in September 2014” 

(Afeikhena Jerome, 2015). 
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Finally, the research show that a critical factor necessary in combating terrorism is Intelligence, 

Intelligence is a crucial tool that is required if any meaningful headway is to be made in combating 

terrorism across the global, and particularly Africa. 
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Chapter 1 – Introduction 
 
 
In time past there has been many definitions by numerous researchers on the act of terrorism 

according to the Global Terrorism index, Terrorism is said to be the threatening or actual use of force 

by a non-state actor to attain economic, social, religious, or political goals. 

The act of terrorism itself can be dated back to the revolutionary radicalism that took place in the 

nineteenth century which led to the anarcho- communist, anarchist and collective anarchist. 

Terrorism globally is on the increase as we see different terrorist attacks carried out in nations of the 

world both internally and externally. In 2013 there was a debate about the causes of terrorism in the 

United Nations Security Council, where the then Secretary General of the United Nations mentioned 

that transnational criminal groups are majorly responsible for the survival of many terrorists’ 

organization. 

Many academic scholars, politicians and political analysts often make attempts at defining terrorism 

considering its motivators, while some say it could be an act of government to cause violence and 

instability to achieve a political goal, others say this is not enough to cause a state of anarchy to any 

nation. 

 

1.1 Problem Presentation: 
 
In Africa Terrorism has also recorded a significant increase, in a recent study carried out by the 

African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism highlighted that acts of terrorism in Africa 

have an increase of around 400 percent between 2012 and 2020 and these attacks has spread beyond 

the Horn of Africa and the Sahel to regions in West Africa. 

In West Africa a major terrorist group called the Boko Haram sect has been prevalent, the sect has 

caused collateral damage to the Nigerian society including the loss of lives of many residing in the 

northern part of the country. 

The Boko Haram insurgencies in Nigeria has been recorded in the country as one of the most 

significant threats to the national security of the country. Efforts by the Nigerian government to 

completely eradicate the Boko Haram sect in the country has continued to prove abortive as the sect 

continues to wreak havoc on various communities mostly in the northern part of the country. 
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A lot of hypotheses regarding this terrorist organization has been making rounds both in international 

and local communities. 

1.2 Aim of the Dissertation 
 
The main objective of this research is to investigate terrorism and counter- terrorism in Nigeria, 

starting with the global historical background and the evolution of terrorism and its associated 

impacts and threats to the society and the international community. The research will enumerate the 

types, methods, and the motives of terrorism and how members are indoctrinated into terrorist group. 

The research will also take a critical analysis of various terrorist attacks across the globe in terms of 

its causes and its effect. 

The research will then do an analysis of the various strategies that are available globally for the 

prevention, aversion and the managements of extremism and terrorism and its impact, and how it has 

prevented violent attacks in time past. The research will then focus on terrorism and counterterrorism 

in Africa with a specific attention to Nigeria. The research will take a comprehensive overview of the 

continent of Africa in terms of its people, its cultural and religious beliefs and the various activities 

related to terrorism that is ongoing in the continent paying particular focus to Nigeria and specifically 

the most prominent terrorist group in Nigeria which is the Boko Haram terrorist group. 

1.3 Innovation of Dissertation 
 
The study will aim at enlightening/ educating its audience or readers on the plague of global 

terrorism, its nefarious activities globally and how it has impacted on human lives and property as 

well as the peace and the order of both local and international community. The study will also create 

an awareness to unsuspecting and gullible individuals that are used by terrorist organizations to carry 

out their vicious ambitions on how to identify such self-centered goals and how to avoid them or seek 

further help or guidance on what to do and how to disengage from such terrorist groups without 

putting themselves or their family members in harm’s way. 

The study through the global assessment of the various strategies applied by the international 

communities and particularly the developed countries shed light on how the continent of Africa 

should handle terrorism across its countries deploying mechanisms that have been used and proven 

to have had positive impacts by other parts of the world. 

The critical insights into the motives, causes and effect as well as the suggested pathways towards 

counter terrorism and curbing local terrorism in Nigerian derived from harnessing global strategies 
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of counter terrorism could be tailored towards addressing Nigeria’s terrorism challenges and could 

be used by the Nigerian government as a guide to combating the already existing terrorist groups in 

the country and further using same strategies to manage the expansion of terrorist/ extremist groups 

and their activities in different locations of the country. The findings of the study could be used as a 

guide for further research of Terrorism in Africa taking cognizance of the fact that the impact of these 

terrorist groups in the continent has caused major set- back and loss of human capital and resources 

as well as revenue loss to many countries in Africa. 

1.4 Hypothesis on Boko haram 
 
A school of thoughts believes that the Boko Haram is strictly a northern Islamic Sunni sect because 

it is believed to have originated from the emergence of a radical Sunni Islamic group that were 

worshippers in a northern state in Nigeria. 

The Boko Haram is also believed to be sect that is waging war against corrupt government and false 

Muslims, and the sect is determined to make Nigeria an Islamic State that is ruled under Islamic laws 

because its leader campaigned widely through Northern Nigerian and contributed significantly to the 

implementation of Islamic Law (Sharia) in many northern states in Nigeria and since the government 

is not implementing the Sharia law in the entire northern states in Nigeria the sect continues to wage 

war on the government of Nigeria because they perceived the government as being deceptive and 

untruthful. 

There is also the notion that the Boko Haram is a northern radicalized group that the Nigerian 

government is using for political gains, because it is believed that some state governor in the northern 

part of Nigeria collaborates with Boko Haram leaderships for political and religious support during 

election on the promise to implement the Sharia law across the state and also to provide the group 

with funds for its activities and operations. 

There are also notions that the group has ties with transnational extremist groups especially in the 

Sahel region because it is believed that during the break down of the collaboration between the 

government and the leader of the Boko Haram sect at the time that led to the killing of the leader, the 

sect was disintegrated fled to the Sahel to join alliances with other extremist groups to get 

more training and sophisticated weapons. It is also believed that the group is not monolithic it as 

formed several alliances with other Islamist group like the al- Shabaab and the al- Qaeda. 
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1.5 Methodology Overview 
 
This research will make attempts at broadly analyzing the Boko Haram Sect, bringing a clearer view 

on their motives, aims and organizational background. The research will delve into its origin to 

determine why the group is prevalent in the northern part of Nigeria and not in other parts of the 

country. 

The research will then critically review the notion that the Boko Haram sect is a government 

organized group that enhances political gains for politicians and determine if there is an element of 

truth in the assertion or not. The research will analyze the Boko haram synergy with other 

transnational and international extremist groups to determine how their synergies has fostered their 

operations in Nigeria. 

The study will, however, review the different types of terrorist organizations in the continent of Africa 

and the various motives behind them while highlighting their mode of indoctrination and the attacks 

across Africa and how terrorism can be prevented in the Continent. 

1.6 Organization of Dissertation  
 
The study focus will be on the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria their funding and leadership and 

their impact on the society. 

Then the research will dwell on counter terrorism approach that could be applied for the prevention 

of the expansion of the Boko Haram organization and recommend pathways to reduce to minimum 

or completely eradicate the operations and activities of the Boko Haram group in Nigeria. 

The research will aim to provide answers to the above questions to enhance a clear insight into the 

counter terrorism approach the Nigerian Government is deploying to eradicate the Boko haram sect, 

it will also fact check if this approach has been effective and then make further recommendation of 

the pathway that will be necessary towards eradicating terrorism in Nigeria. 
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Chapter 2 – Literature Review  
 

2.1 Review of Recent Literatures on Terrorism and Boko Haram 
 
The purpose of this literature review is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the existing research 

on terrorism in Africa and especially the major terrorist group in Nigeria called Boko Haram, 

focusing on its history and background, its tactics and mode of operations, political affiliations, its 

popularity and leadership in the country and also to highlight any external support it may be getting 

both within and outside the country both in terms of mercenaries, funding, accessibility of 

ammunition etc. 

The 2024 Australian National Security report highlighted Boko Haram sect, the report defined the 

group as Sunni Islamic extremist group that identifies as followers of the Prophet for Propagation 

and Holy Struggle, it further explained that its members are committed to the propagation of the 

Prophet's teachings and the Jihad which is also known as the holy war of Islam. It also mentioned 

that “Boko Haram pledged allegiance to, and was accepted as a branch of, Islamic State in March 

2015 and renamed itself as Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)” (Australian National 

Security Report, 2024). 

In terms of the part of Nigeria that the group operates, the report revealed that the group operates in 

the Northern Nigerian Sambisa Forest perimeter and around the Mandara Mountains within a border 

shared between Nigeria and Cameroon. 

Regarding the groups affiliation with other intra-national and international terrorist organization, the 

report explain that the extreme view of the Boko Haram which forbids western education and 

considers all those who embraces western education as infidels and apostates aligns with the ISWAP 

stand to deploy sectarian violence on all those who encourages western education and also to remove 

governments of countries through violence if they promote western education which is one of the 

goals of Boko Haram sect. The Australian National Security report also mentioned that the Boko 

Haram Sect has shown to have links with the popular al- Qua’ida group in time past. (Australian 

National Security Report, 2024). 

The Rise of Boko Haram by Kelly Moss revealed that Boko Haram originated from the northern 

region of Nigeria, this assertion was further buttressed by Kelly Moss who stated that the sect “Is a 

radical Islamic terrorist group that was established in the Nigerian state of Borno which is a northern 

state in Nigeria in 2002, Its founder and first leader was Muhammad Yusuf an Islamic theologian 
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trained in the Salafi strand of Islam, Yusuf’s views became the ideology of Boko Haram” This 

research further explained that Boko Haram main objectives is to establish a socio- political system 

in Nigeria that will be based on its concept which is the Islamic model system (Kelly Moss, Nigerian 

Terror: The rise of Boko Haram, James Madison University, 2018).  

Andrew walker in his research report titled What is Boko Haram described the origin of Boko 

Haram assessed the long history of conflicts in Nigeria and described the origin of the Boko Haram 

group and it affiliation to a radical Islamist gathering in the Country, the report then discussed the 

critical challenges in defining the Boko Haram group and the key attacks of the group. The report 

assessed the prospects of negotiations with the Boko Haram Group and the various Nigerian security 

tactics against the group in time past. The report concluded with the heretical movements ongoing in 

the Sahel and how they erupt in response to political or religious stimuli. The research detailed that 

the Boko Haram group believes that politics in northern Nigeria has been hijacked by false and 

corrupt Muslims and so they need to wage war against them to purge the northern government system 

and consequently establish a pure Islamic State that is governed by the Sharia Law. (Andrew Walker, 

what is Boko Haram, United States Institute of Peace, Special Report Washington, DC, 2012). 

In the report on Lessons from Columbia for Curtailing the Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria, 

by Afeikhena Jerome, Coordinator, State Peer Review Mechanism, Nigeria Governor’s Forum. The 

study described the complexities of the Nigeria ethnicities and religious biases and then further 

described the numerous insurgencies that has taken place in the country with and the evolution of the 

Boko Haram Terrorist group in Nigeria and the intervention of the international community, the report 

emphasized the origin of the Boko Haram group as a radical Sunni Islamic sect that emerged in the 

1990s at a worship center precisely a mosque in Maiduguri Borno State, a state in the northern region 

of Nigeria. The report further mentioned that the group advocated for an extreme Islamic law in 

Nigeria and declare war on the government of the country if they fail to adhere to Islamic laws. The 

report then gave an overview of the Columbia history of violence and the approach the Columbian 

government has used in combating this violence, he recommended same approach to the Nigerian 

government in light of the numerous insurgencies ongoing in the country (Afeikhena Jerome, Lessons 

from Columbia: Curtailing the Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria, State Peer Review Mechanism, 

Nigeria Governors Forum, 2014). 
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Walter Gam Nkwi in his research on Terrorism in West African History describes the Boko 

Haram Sect as one of the terrorist groups that exists in West Africa and also mostly in the Northern 

region like in Northern Cameroon Northern Central African Republic and Chad. The Boko Haram 

like similar groups that operates in other Northern region of the continent believes that western 

civilization should be abolished especially in the northern states of its country of operation and their 

main objective is to return classical Islam that initially existed in the northern region as far back as 

the 10th Century. The research further showed that the leaders of the group still believe in planting 

classical Islam around the northern territory by doing away with westernization. The Boko Haram 

believes its objectives is to purify Islam. (Walter Gam Nkwi, Terrorism in West African History: A 

21st Century Appraisal, University of Leiden Netherlands, Department of History University of Buea 

Cameroon, 2015). 

FATF-GIABA-GABAC, in their research on Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, 

described terrorism as a continuous concern for the international community that has recently 

witnessed an exponential increase in terrorist attacks especially in the West and Central Africa. These 

attacks continue to cause political instability and socio- economic underdevelopment in the society.  

The research further mentioned that although some of the terrorist attacks are regional that could 

however have negative impact on the global community, it also mentioned that terrorist groups may 

have different agendas and can be different in nature however, they all require funding for sustenance, 

the research identified that the Boko Haram sect is mostly locally funded. (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, 

Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2016). 

Rafael Prieto Curiel, Olivier Walther and Neave O’Clery in their research on Uncovering the 

internal structure of Boko Haram through its mobility pattern, described that Boko Haram is 

very vicious armed terrorist organization, “Since the Jihadist group became violent in 2009, it has 

caused nearly 40,000 casualties and displaced 2.4 million people around Lake Chad, an impoverished 

region divided between Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon and Chad in West Africa” (UNHCR, 2019). “The 

research highlighted that the Boko Haram Strategy was to cause violence against the religious 

movement of the Salafi and the Sufi, the Nigerian State and the civilized population of Nigeria that 

were categorized as corrupt”. (Matfess 2017). The research further stated that “data from the Armed 

Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) gives the location and time of nearly 3,800 events 

in which Boko Haram has been involved since the organization became violent 10 years ago. Using 

this dataset, we build an algorithm to detect the fragmentation of Boko Haram into multiple cells, if 

travel costs and reduced familiarity with unknown locations limit the mobility of individual cells. 
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The results of the report of the algorithm suggested that Boko Haram has a very high level of 

fragmentation and consists of at least 50–60 separate cells”. (Prieto Curiel et al., Uncovering the 

internal structure of Boko Haram through its mobility patterns, Applied Network Science, 2020). 

Jideofor Adibe in his report on Boko Haram: The Anatomy of a crisis stated that “There is a 

general consensus that until 2009 Boko Haram conducted its operations more or less peacefully and that its 

radicalization followed a government clampdown in 2009 and in  retaliation for the extra judicial killing of its 

leader, the group carried out its first terrorist attack in Borno in January 2010 at Dala Alemderi Ward in 

Maiduguri”(Jideofor Adibe 2007). The report further stated that the view that the Boko Haram is just a 

religious sect is overly simplistic because historically religion does not exist in vacuum they are usually 

intertwined with politics, economics, migration, violence and ethnicity. (Jideofor Adibe, What Do We really 

Know about Boko Haram. (Jideofor Adide, Boko Haram: The Anatomy of a crisis, E- International Relation 

Bristol United Kingdom, October 2013). 

According to Emmanuel Baba Mamman in his study on Public Policy Response to Violence 

stated that the Boko Haram insurgency is having a crumbling effect on the economy of Nigeria and 

government efforts to address the situation do not appear to be yielding positive results (Aderonke, 

2015; Botha, Ewi, Salifu, & Abdile, 2017). The report also mentioned that Boko Haram violence is 

one of the greatest threats to the internal security of Nigeria (Onuoha, 2014), the group is guided by 

extreme ideology and is focused on establishing an absolute Islamic state in some parts of the 

northern states of Nigeria (Osuji, 2013). It further stated that Boko Haram’s main goal is to destroy 

Nigeria’s democratic institutions and impose sharia law on the citizens, using violence as its modus 

operandi (Onouha, 2013). Boko Haram opposes Nigeria as a secular nation, calling it dagut (evil) 

and not worthy of any loyalty (Onyebuchi & Chigozie, 2013).  

With Boko Haram, “Nigeria has witnessed high incidences of violence and turbulence that have 

posed serious challenges to peace and security (Madau & Madu, 2013). People in Nigeria no longer 

feel secure and safe in their homes. They fear walking the streets even in their immediate 

neighborhoods. They fear that their children may be attacked, kidnapped or abducted by Boko Haram 

on their way to or from school” (Emmanuel Baba Mamman, Public Policy Response to Violence: 

Case Study of Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria, Walden University, 2020).  

According to  Chatham House united Kingdom recent study on Transnational Terrorism and 

Counterterrorism revealed that Nigeria made some progress in its response to Boko Haram 

insurgency in partnership with Chad and Cameroon and Niger through the Multinational Joint Task 

Force (MNJTF).The report also stated that the  European Union and other countries had also made 



 20 

some progress and were supporting the efforts for the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 

Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) operation. However, in 2023 the “security situation in the region has 

deteriorated significantly and past efforts are regarded as flawed and have failed. Military campaigns 

to stamp out extremism are not proving to be successful and are driving popular unrest, 

disillusionment with democratic institutions and related military coups. In Nigeria and Cameroon, 

the break-up into factions of the former Boko Haram terrorist group has complicated the challenge 

for armed forces but also provides an opportunity” (Chatham House, Recent Manifestations of Anti-

Government Extremism And Transnational Terrorism In Europe, Africa And Beyond, by the 

European Institute for Counter Terrorism and Conflict Prevention, July 2024). 
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Chapter 3 -Research Methodology 

 

3.1 Research Approach Objectives 
 
The aim of this study is to take a critical assessment of terrorism and counter terrorism its implication 

and impact on the society and the best pathway to tackling menace of terrorism in Nigeria, this is 

desk research that requires the review of a large number of documents, including.  

The international strategies of combating terrorism, approaches taken globally on counter terrorism, 

articles and journals of reputable institutions/ organization on terrorism and counter terrorism. The 

African approach towards combating terrorism and what the government of especially Nigeria is 

doing towards the management of extremist/ terrorist group in Nigeria etc. 

The research methodology employed in this report is designed to provide a thorough and nuanced 

understanding of Terrorism especially the terrorist group called Boko Haram in Nigeria and their 

implication in the country. This approach combines a comprehensive review of existing literature 

with a strategic analysis framework to derive meaningful insights. By leveraging both qualitative and 

structured methodologies, this study aims to explore the complexities of Boko Haram and offer a 

perspective on its activities and operations. 

The primary focus of this research is a detailed literature review, which forms the foundation of the 

analysis. The literature review will use a systematic approach to identify, analyze, and synthesize 

relevant studies. This approach was chosen to capture the breadth and depth of research on Boko 

Haram Terrorist group, thereby ensuring that the analysis is grounded in a wide-ranging 

understanding of the subject matter. The sources of information were carefully curated, with papers 

and articles for the examination of the current state of knowledge. 

 

3.2 Research Questions 
 

• What strategy is Nigeria Government deploying to combat Boko Haram Insurgency 

in the Country and how efficient is this strategy.  

• Is there any policy measure in place nationwide geared towards tackling terrorism 

in the country, and particularly the Boko Haram Sect,  
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3.3 Research Hypothesis 
 
While I see a lot of narratives and notion that the Boko Haram sect is just an Islamic group that is 

seeking the attention of the Nigerian government regarding the Islamization of the States in Nigeria 

especially the Northern States and the enforcement of the Sharia Law on those states while declaring 

the alienation of the Western Civilization, I will contend that Boko Haram is not only the above but 

it is an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and supported by domestic and international 

elites for the listed but not limited to purposes: 

• H1a: Boko Haram is an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and 

supported by domestic and international groups for political gains. 

• H1b: Boko Haram is an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and 

supported by domestic and international groups for financial gains. 

This research will make a critical analysis of this assertion through the in-depth review of similar 

literatures to further prove the notion. 

3.4 Conceptual Definition 
 
For the purpose of this research, I will be adopting the definition of Terrorism as stated by the African 

Union, according to African Union (AU) in their 1999 Convention on the Prevention and Combating 

of Terrorism is “Any act which is a violation of the criminal laws of a State Party and which may 

endanger the life, physical integrity or freedom of, or cause serious injury or death to, any person, 

any number or group of persons or causes or may cause damage to public or private property, natural 

resources, environmental or cultural heritage and is calculated or intended to: (i) intimidate, put in 

fear, force, coerce or induce any government, body, institution, the general public or any segment 

thereof, to do or abstain from doing any act or to adopt or abandon a particular standpoint or to act 

according to certain principles; or (ii) disrupt any public service, the delivery of any essential service 

to the public or to create a public emergency; or (iii)create general insurrection in a State; b) any 

promotion, sponsoring, contribution to, command aid, incitement, encouragement, attempt, threat, 

conspiracy, organizing, or procurement of any person, with the intent to commit any act referred to 

in paragraph (a) (i) to (iii)” (African Union 1999) 
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3.5 Research Measurement Tool  
 
The research will be mixed research method both quantitative and qualitative research method 

because qualitative data will be used during the research project as well as quantitative data. 

For Qualitative analysis the research will apply Data Collection Methods of both primary data 

collection methods ie through the use of relevant reports and literature will be used to gather 

information as well as the review of scholarly articles to gather previous similar narratives of the 

research and also establish the what method/ approach the Nigerian government is deploying to 

counter terrorism and the expansion of same and also to check if this approach is suitable and also 

the use of country government report of the terrorism and terrorist group in the country, the use of 

the internet will also be deployed in data gathering. 
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Chapter 4 – Research Findings 
 
This session will discuss the main findings of this research based on the research hypothesis, 

however, it will first establish some background on terrorism in Africa , its motives and various 

attacks across the continent before taking an overview of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria taking 

into consideration its various attacks across the country, its funding and leadership, its impact on the 

society as well as the counter- terrorism approach Nigeria as deployed for the prevention of its 

expansion and imminent eradication.  

 

4.1. Overview of Terrorism in the African Continent 

 
Terrorism in Africa has become a thing of global concern as the rate of terrorist attacks are on the 

rise, In 2023 over 1800 attacks were recorded in the West African region alone according to a report 

by the Economic Commission of West African States (ECOWAS, 2023), “Member States of the 

African Union have adopted extensive policy frameworks on terrorism and violent extremism, such 

as the 1999 Algiers Convention on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism and the related 2004 

Protocol and have deployed a few counter-terrorism-related peace support missions in various parts 

of the continent.5 A regional counter-terrorism strategy and implementation plan passed by 

ECOWAS in 2013 has for example to date never been implemented” (Chatham House, 2024). 

Although, the Economic Commission of West African States (ECOWAS) in 2019 adopted a 2020-

2024 Action plan with a budget of about USD 2.3 billion targeted eight priority areas such as synergy 

and coordination of counter-terrorism initiatives in order to foster inter-community dialogue that will 

enhance the mitigation of violent extremism, however, the continuous politically motivated 

instability in the continent especially those of Chad, Guinea, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, Central 

African Republic, Guinea- Bissau, Djibouti, Sierra Leone, Madagascar between 2020-2024 etc all 

pointed to the fact a review of combating terrorism strategy is required urgently in the African region. 

Also, the continuous civil unrest, poor governance, abuse of human rights, high rate of  

unemployment etc have all contributed to the crisis in Africa, the lack of the basic needs of survival 

due to economic hardship has put over 55 million Africans into poverty in 2020  and around Thirty-

three percent of the countries in Africa were classified as the least developed in the world in 2023, 

and about 8 countries declared debt stress and another 13 are at high risk of debt stress (Chatham, 

2024).  
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To this end, it was discovered that the number of people joining extremist groups are largely due to 

economic factors rather than religious factors, according to a United Nation Program report (UNDP) 

an increase of 92 percent new recruits joins extremist group for better livelihood in comparison to 

the motivation of those interviewed in their 2017 report.  
 

The Chatham mentioned that “there are currently hot spots in the western Sahel and Lake Chad Basin, 

eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)11, in Somalia and Libya and northern 

Mozambique, all of them crossing state borders. The conflict in Sudan from April 2023, with the 

regular army fighting the armed militia Rapid Support Forces, has also raised fears that this will 

provide opportunity for radicalized jihadi forces to reassert themselves there: it was where Bin Laden 

initially planned his Jihad” (Chatham, 2024). 
 

Having taken an overview of Terrorism in Africa, it is important that I narrow this down per the 

research scope  to look at the overview of the Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria its structure and 

funding, before looking into the  strategy the  Nigerian government is deploying to combat Boko 

Haram Insurgency in the Country and how efficient is this strategy and then take an assessment of 

any policy measure in place nationwide geared towards tackling terrorism in the country and in 

particular the Boko Haram Sect this will help answer the research question of this study. 

 

4.1.1. Overview of Boko haram Insurgency in Nigeria  

 
To understand the Boko Haram Insurgencies in Nigeria, it is important that we take an overview of 

the country itself because the Boko Haram Sect originated from Nigeria. The Federal Republic of 

Nigeria is one of the countries in the West of Africa between the Sahel to the north and the Gulf of 

Guinea to the South, Nigeria has a land mass of approximately 924,000 square kilometers and it is 

the most populous nation in Africa with over 220 million people making it the world’s sixth most 

populous nation.  
 

Nigeria is not only the most populous country in Africa, but also the seventh most populous country 

in the entire world. Nigeria is the giant of Africa is the single-most rapidly growing country and is 

projected to grow at a rate of 7.9% to 411 million inhabitants by 2050. “This would lead Nigeria to 

surpass the United States as the world’s third most populous country. Nigeria is further divided into 

50 percent Muslim, 40 percent Christian and 10 percent adhering to indigenous faith traditions” 

(Hussein Solomon, Boko Haram Identity and Limits of Counter- Terrorism, University of the Free 

State, South Africa, 2013). 
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Nigeria shares its bothers with neighboring countries like Niger on the northern side, Chad in the 

northeastern side, Cameroon to the east and Benin is within the West border. Nigeria is made of six 

(6) geopolitical zones, and it comprises of thirty-six (36) states and a federal capital. Nigeria is 

divided into about 350 ethnic groups and speaks over 400 languages, however, three (3) of those 

languages which are Hausa, Yoruba and Ibo are recognized nationwide and English is considered the 

official language. 
 

It is important to mention here that Nigeria plays a very critical role in the political stability of the 

African Continent being one of the founding members of the African Union, Nigeria is also a regional 

leader as it sends large number of military personal to the United Nations   troops, the country is also 

a significant member of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).  
 

The level of insecurity reached a record high since 2009 when the Nigerian government decided on 

putting an end to the sect, and many of the sect members were killed during the clampdown including 

the sect leader that was captured and killed in the attack while in the custody of the Nigerian police, 

consequently, the sect re-strategized and launched their first terrorist attack that killed four 4 people 

in January 2010 in Borno at Dala Alemderi ward in Maiduguri a Northern State in Nigeria as a 

retaliation for the killing of the sect members and especially its leader Mohamed Yusuf.  
 

Subsequently, the Boko Haram sects continued to intensify their terrorist attacks on the country, some 

of their attacks ranged from bombing a Police Force headquarters in the Capital city of Nigeria Abuja 

on 16 June 2011, this was a their first record attack using a suicide bomber and another attack on the 

United Nations Headquarters in Abuja on 26 August using another suicide bomber killing over 21 

people and many more sustained injuries.  

 

According to 2017 Global Terrorism Index data, showed that Boko Haram became the most 

dangerous group in the world in 2014 and took second place in the same category by 2015, since its 

first attack in 2009, Boko Haram Terrorist attack has killed about 15,600 people making it the second 

killer group next to the Taliban which started over a decade before Boko Haram originated. The table 

below Illustrates Boko Haram Terrorist activities between 2012 and 2017. The report further stated that 

the view that the Boko Haram is just a religious sect is overly simplistic because historically religion does not 

exist in vacuum they are usually intertwined with politics, economics, migration, violence and ethnicity 
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Table: List of Boko Haram Attacks in Nigeria (2012-2017) 

Source: Kelly Moss, 2018 

 

4.1.2. The Structure of Boko Haram 

 

Mohammed Yusuf was the elected leader of the Boko haram, he was referred to as the Commander-

in-Chief (Amir ul- Aam) and he had two (2) deputies referred to as Na’ib ul- Aam 1 &2, and all the 

states where Boko is present had a commander-in-chief including each local government where they 

existed. They further divide themselves into policemen and soldiers. However, after the government 

clampdown in 2009 and their Commander-in-Chief Mohammed Yusuf was killed in the process, the 

position of the Commander-in-Chief became vacant and was immediately filled by one of his 

deputies Abubakar Shekau. 

Abubakar Shekau upon assumption of duty as the new leader of the sect restructured the 

organizational structure of the sect, which allows the sect to have and operate autonomously in what 

is referred to as the command-and-control structure. Although, they operate in cells and units that are 

interlinked, they still take orders from the number one commander. “Abubakar Shekau heads the 

Shura Consultative Council that has authorized the increasingly sophisticated attacks by various cells 

of the sect since the July 2009 revolt” (Jideofor Adedibe, what do we know about Boko Haram, 

Nasarawa State University, Nigeria 2012). The figure below illustrates Boko Haram Organizational 

Structure. 
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Figure: Organizational Structure of Boko Haram 

 

Source: Freedom Onuoha, 2013 

At inception, “the sect was entrenched in Borno, Yobe, Katsina, and Bauchi states. Till date Boko 

Haram sect has recruited more followers and established operating cells in almost all northern states 

and majority of its foot soldiers are drawn from disaffected youths, unemployed graduates and out of 

school children.  

 

4.1.3. The Impact of Boko Haram Insurgencies in Nigeria 

 
 
-Food Insecurity: As the Boko Haram group continues to expand its horizon in Nigeria, the country 

began to feel its negative impact on the citizens and socio-economic development, the operations of 

this dangerous group especially in the northern region of the country caused increased in food 

shortages as many of the citizens involved in agriculture were afraid to go to farmlands. The United 

Nations in 2017 called for “1.05 billion dollars to reach 6.9 billion people in Northeast Nigeria.” The 

following month, they warned that this area was on the brink of famine and that food shortages were 

affecting 11 million Nigerians (5.5 million being children), by mid-2017, the United Nations had 
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received $660.7 million dollars, which was 62.7% of their overall goal” (Kelly Moss, Nigerian 

Terror: The Rise of Boko Haram, James Madison University, 2018). 

-Internally Displaced People: The operations of Boko Haram since its inception have displaced 

over two (2) million people particularly those living in the Northeastern part of the country, data 

show that “over 1.6 million people, 1 million of them being children, were displaced, these statistics 

indicate that Boko Haram has significantly increased the number of Nigerian children in conflict. 

Even worse, their increasing use of children, particularly girls, as suicide bombers has become one 

of their most common tactics, these actions are not only abhorrent, but a blatant violation of the 

international norms put in place by the United Nations for protecting children during armed conflict” 

(Kelly Moss, Nigerian Terror: The Rise of Boko Haram, James Madison University, 2018). This 

dangerous group continue to maim innocent children, indulge in rape of under-age girls, increased 

recruitment of children soldiers and continuous abduction of innocent citizens including children. 

According to a recent survey by Nigeria National Bureau of Statistics “conducted in 2023 across 

seven states namely, Adamawa, Yobe, Borno, Sokoto, Katsina, Benue and Nasarawa. The result 

reveals an estimated total of IDP population of 1,134,828 and 251,082 displaced households. Borno 

state recorded the highest number of displaced households (206,753) and 877,299 IDPs representing 

77.3 percent of the entire surveyed population.  he findings show that Boko Haram insurgency 

reported 81.2 percent, farmers/herders clash (16.2 percent), banditry/kidnapping (1.6 percent) as the 

major sources of displacements. This indicates that the displacement of persons is more human-

induced than flooding or any other form of natural disaster” (Report of Internally Displaced Persons 

in Nigeria, National Bureau of Statistics 2024). 

 

-Increased level of Illiteracy: One of the beliefs of Boko Haram which is the literal meaning of its 

nomenclature that that western education is evil and corruptible and should be eradicated, so today 

in mostly in the northeastern part of the Nigeria where their operation is prevalent there are a record 

high number of out of school children many of whom are later recruited to join the sect.  
 

The United Nation Children Education Fund (UNICEF) in its report on 16 December 2016 mentioned 

that only about 18 percent of children in the Northeast are attending school or some kind of temporary 

learning spaces. 

 

-Increased Sectarian Conflicts: The increase in sectarian conflicts or religious wars in location 

where Boko Haram is in operation is also of immense concern as there are records of unrests between 
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the sections of the North that are Muslims and those of the South in the same region that are 

Christians, those of the North practicing Islam believes that people of the South who practice 

Christianity are infidels that encourages western civilization and so they continue to mete terror on 

these citizens.  

 

4.1.4. Financing Boko Haram Operations 

 
Finance is a very crucial part of the operation of Boko Haram or any other terrorist organization 

without finance operations of the organization cannot be sustained, Boko Haram is able to finance its 

illicit activities through many dubious means that includes getting financial aid from other terrorist 

organizations, they also raise funds through payment of dues by its members.  

The group also carry-out criminal activities such as bank robbery, drug trafficking, kidnapping and 

many other ills in the society to raise funds for its operations “It is widely speculated that Al-Qaeda 

has given Boko Haram funds318 and encouraged them to kidnap people, particularly foreigners, for 

money. This advice proved beneficial for Boko Haram when the group was paid $3 million for a 

French family taken hostage in northern Cameroon in 2013, And for the kidnapping of wealthy 

Nigerians, “some US officials estimate that the group is paid as much as $1 million for their release.” 

Other funds for the group appear to be secured through bank looting and connections with Nigerian 

politicians and government officials.322 Boko Haram has apparently been very successful in 

securing funds from these sources and had a 2015 “annual net income of $10 million” (Kelly Moss, 

Nigerian Terror: The Rise of Boko Haram, James Madison University, 2018). There are also 

speculations by several news outlets and international media that Boko Haram funding may be related 

to oil incessant oil theft in Nigeria.  

 
4.1.4.1. Interviews on Boko Haram Financing       

“The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an independent inter-governmental body that develops 

and promotes policies to protect the global financial system against money laundering, terrorist 

financing and the financing of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction” (FATF, 2013). -

Robbery and Kidnapping:  
 

“Mr L was apprehended in the suburb of Okene, Kogi state. During an interview, he confessed that 

his group was a cell of the BH splinter group known as Ansaru located in Bauchi in northern Nigeria. 

He confessed that his group was involved in robbery and kidnapping. This was done to raise funds, 
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with attacks on law enforcement units undertaken to obtain arms. He confessed that members were 

recruited from the extended family and the Ebira ethnic group to reduce the possibility of information 

leaks” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, 

October 2013). 

 

Sale of gold jewelry: 
 

“In January 2016, an agent of BH was arrested with a bag of gold jewelry which was stolen during 

raids of villages by BH. The jewelry was taken to the market for assessment and valued at NGN 5 

000 000 (approximately EUR15 000)” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and 

Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013). 
 

Sale of gold coins: 
 

“In October 2015, a BH member was arrested at a checkpoint in a northeastern town in Nigeria and 

was found to be in possession of 341 gold coins. He informed authorities that the gold was sourced 

from raids conducted at the nearby villages and towns by BH with the intention to sell the coins at 

nearby markets or exchange them for other commodities”, (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist 

Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013).  

 

Cattle rustling in Nigeria:  
 

“In July 2016, BH members rustled 20 000 cattle from Village A to Village B in Maiduguri, Borno 

State. The cows were transported to a market in Jigawa State through the republic of Niger in order 

to hide their origin and make them look like they came from a legitimate source.  

The estimated value of each cow was approximately NGN 150 000 or USD 500. The total estimated 

value of this rustling was NGN 3 billion or USD 10 million” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist 

Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013).  

 

Rustling of horses, sheep, and goats:  
 

“In July 2016, BH rustled between 500 to 1 000 animals from one individual in Borno State. It is 

likely the rustled animals were sold at the cattle market in Jigawa State and the meat processed 

immediately. This enabled BH to evade police detection and made it extremely difficult for 

investigators to continue to track many of the stolen animals” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist 

Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013).  
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“Also in July 2016, BH rustled cows from Maiduguri, Borno State to a cattle market in Jigawa 

through Niger to avoid security checks. They loaded a trailer full of 25-50 cows daily, with the cows 

sold at a flat rate of NGN 40 000 (below true market value). Some of the cows were pregnant and 

nursing, an additional sign they were not being brought to market by their true owner. The cows were 

sold quickly so it is difficult to ascertain who was responsible for the theft. Investigations are 

ongoing” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, 

October 2013). 

 

Sale of dry meat:  

“In an operation, the Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF) found 1 300 cow skins. The cows were stolen 

from the Lake Chad basin, slaughtered, and processed into dry meat and transported to a market in 

Yobe State for sale in the southern part of the country.  A sack of dry meat costs approximately NGN 

150 000, which brought the total estimated value of the dry meat to NGN 195 000 000 or USD 650 

000”, (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, 

October 2013).  

 

Transportation businesses:  

“Mr X a leader of Ansaru, a direct splinter group of BH, was arrested. During an interview he 

confessed that he used his nephews and immediate siblings to execute a terror act in Bauchi State. 

He confessed to using the proceeds from his transportation business to finance the group’s activities 

and to using the same vehicles to transport group members and materials to target areas” (FATF-

GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013).  

 

Sale of dry fish: 

“In April 2016, 11 BH members were arrested at a market in northwest Nigeria with 463 bags of fish. 

Upon arrest, they confessed they were engaged in the business of selling fish to raise funds and 

support the activities of BH. Each bag of fish was worth NGN 50 000, with the estimated total value 

of the stock NGN23 150 000 (approximately USD77 166)” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist 

Financing in West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013). 

  

Sale of kola nuts by BH supporter:  

“An investigation by law enforcement agencies led to the arrest of a man who supplied kola nuts (the 

fruit of the kola tree, high in caffeine) and other items to BH in a northeastern town of Nigeria. Upon 
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arrest he possessed NGN1.1 million (approximately USD 3 500) in cash which he had earned from 

the sale of these items to BH” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in West and Central 

Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013).  

 

BH’s use of confiscated farms:  
 

“In 2015, BH invaded villages in northeastern Nigeria and confiscated part of their land for farming. 

The farm produce was later sold in nearby markets and proceeds were used to support the activities 

of the group. In some instances, BH placed compulsory monthly levies on the villagers depending 

on their level of income. The funds generated from the levies were used to fund BH activities and 

the farm produce was used to feed BH members” (FATF-GIABA-GABAC, Terrorist Financing in 

West and Central Africa, FATF, Paris, October 2013). 

 

4.1.5. Combating Boko Haram Insurgencies in Nigeria  

The Federal Republic of Nigeria has about 130,000 active frontline Armed Forces personnel and 

about 32,000-Armed forces reserve personnel ranking it the 47th in World’s Armed forces personnel 

ranking and potential strength, (Afeikhena Jerome, 2015). The Nigeria Armed forces is considered 

to be very well versed in countering insurgencies due to its vast experience in countering insurgencies 

in countries Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Mali as well as participation at the United Nation and African 

Union led peace keeping missions across the globe. 

Since1960 during the Congo crisis Nigeria has contributed to over 40 peace keeping missions in 

terms of police and military personnel globally. As June 2013 Nigeria has about 5,000 Armed forces 

serving within and outside Africa under the United Nations Peace Keeping missions. 

Nigeria’s strategy towards insurgencies since the beginning of 2010 is the deployment of its Joint 

Task Force (JTF) which consist of the Air Force, Navy, State Security Services, Police and the  Army 

all operating under a unified command structure in order to enhance coordination between the forces 

foster efficient intelligence sharing amongst the forces and encourage unity of direction between the 

forces necessary for the countering of insurgencies, “although this has been limited. The Nigerian 

parliament passed anti-terrorism legislation, originally introduced in 2011, in 2013. The law was 

designed, in part, to facilitate greater counterterrorism coordination, but interagency cooperation and 

information sharing remains limited by Nigeria’s federal structure, which has caused confusion 

between chief state security officers and federally controlled security forces. Nigerian JTF 

counterinsurgency operations in the northeast have been “generally repressive,” relying heavily on 
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military-led operations to kill and capture “scores” of Boko Haram insurgents since the movement 

was first brutally crushed in 2009, while this use of force has clearly enabled the JTF to pressure 

Boko Haram strongholds in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa and reduce the scope of its activity, it has 

also produced large-scale extrajudicial killings, mass arrests and intimidation of civilians, who are 

treated as insurgent sympathizers” (Afeikhena Jerome, Lessons from Columbia for Combating the 

Boko haram Insurgency in Nigeria, 2015). 

Nigeria has been faced with several challenges and constraints in their security force response, 

especially as it relates to mismanagement of funds and significant corruption in the system, over 

USD470 million was deployed to purchase Public Security and Communication Systems, however, 

the funds was poorly managed, and the project has long been abandoned. 

Another issue of concern is the lack of adequate equipment available for the Nigerian Armed Forces 

to effectively counter insurgents, also the lack of proper training due to mismanagement of funds, 

inadequate maintenance of required equipment for combat etc are all factors that incapacitate the 

Nigerian troops making it increasingly difficult to subdue Boko Haram insurgents.  “In response to 

escalated attacks, “Civilian JTFs,” or Yan Gora (“those who hold the cane”) comprising local militia, 

have also been formed by local communities in the areas affected by and under siege of the 

insurgency and since June 2013, they have supported operations in Maiduguri and also serve as a 

source of intelligence and a proxy force to avoid direct confrontation with the sect” and with their 

assistance the security situation around Maiduguri has improved significantly” (Afeikhena Jerome, 

Lessons from Columbia for Combating the Boko haram Insurgency in Nigeria, 2015). 

4.2. Analysis of Research Hypothesis  

 

It is sad to say that since 1960 that Nigeria gained her independence from the British rule, the country 

has suffered one form of violence or the other whether by civil war, military coup d’ état etc., some 

believed that “Some analysts believe that the central factors in all the cases of violence have been 

fallouts from the contradictions inherent in forging together different sectional interests into one 

united nation (Agbede, 2010, p. 63). Osuji (2013) noted that Nigeria is experiencing a new phase in 

its political system where there is emergence of violent extremist groups with strong feelings about 

how they should live their lives, relate with others, and what they think is a fulfilling existence. 

Perhaps this explains why Boko Haram has embarked on violence and destruction to satisfy its selfish 

aspirations (Akpan, 2013). For humans, violence is not natural, but rather a construct arising from 

social proclivities (Danielsen, 2005)” (James Madison University, 2018). 
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There are also views that the Boko Haram sect is just an Islamic group that is seeking the attention 

of the Nigerian government regarding the Islamization of the States in Nigeria especially the Northern 

States and the enforcement of the Sharia Law on those states while declaring the alienation of the 

Western Civilization, for instance (Walter Gam Nkwi 2015) describes the Boko Haram Sect as one 

of the terrorist group that exists in West Africa and also mostly in the Northern region like in Northern 

Cameroon Northern Central African Republic and Chad. The Boko Haram like similar groups that 

operates in other Northern region of the continent believes that western civilization should be 

abolished especially in the northern states of its country of operation and their main objective is to 

return classical Islam that initially existed in the northern region as far back as the 10th Century. The 

research further showed that the leaders of the group still believe in planting classical Islam around 

the northern territory by doing away with westernization. The Boko Haram believes its objectives is 

to purify Islam. (Walter Gam Nkwi, Terrorism in West African History: A 21st Century Appraisal, 

University of Leiden Netherlands, Department of History University of Buea Cameroon, 2015). 

Nigeria has attracted several negative image in the global community due to Boko Haram 

insurgencies in the country, and the inability of the government regardless of the resources in terms 

of armed forces personnel and funds  that has been channeled by several administration to combat 

this sect, all attempts seem to eradicate completely Boko Haram activities in the country has been 

futile while the peace, safety and security of its citizens continue to be in jeopardy.  

To this end, some analyst including myself believe that Boko Haram is not only the above, but it is 

also an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and supported by domestic and international 

elites for the listed but not limited to purposes of political and financial gains. 

This research will make a critical analysis of this assertion through the in-depth review of similar 

literatures to further prove the notion. 

There are uncertified rumors in the country that attributes the fact that the Boko Haram is a political 

tool that is being used by some elitist and politicians for personal political gains provide ammunitions 

for the Boko Haram group to combat the army, usually to win an opponent in an election, the group 

is being paid to cause chaos especially in the regions where they are dominant during an election 

cycle to scare voters away so they do not come out to vote especially when a particular politician 

know that he/she is losing to an opponent, this they do by ensuring that funds that are allocated to by 

the Federal government of the country to train military personnel does not get to them and money 

allocated to buy sophisticated weapons to overpower those of the sect will not be used to purchase 
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same . For instance, “A lack of investment in training, failure to maintain equipment and dwindling 

cooperation with Western forces has damaged Nigeria’s armed services ((Afeikhena Jerome 100), also 

recent report by Chatham House points out that soldiers in the northeast are suffering from 

malfunctioning equipment, low morale, desertions, and mutinies. Despite a large increase in 

government spending on the army from a security budget totaling almost $5.8 billion, little of it has 

found its way to the front lines. Four hundred-eighty Nigerian soldiers were alleged to have fled to 

Cameroon in August 2014, when they were confronted with superior weapons in the hands of Boko 

Haram insurgents. In June 2014, ten generals and five other senior security staff were reportedly 

court martialed for arming and providing intelligence to the group, with twelve (12) of them 

sentenced for execution in September 2014” (Afeikhena Jerome, 2015). 

 

The notion that Boko Haram is a sect sponsored by domestic and  international groups for financial 

gains cannot be overemphasized, this is evident from the so much funds that is raised and donated to 

the country that are not accounted for, even the ones that are budgeted for disbursed and disbursed 

to combat the sect, never gets to be used by the purpose it was meant for, a case in point is “The $470 

million Public Security Communications System (PSCS) project, initiated by the late President 

Umaru Yar’Adua’s administration and handled by the Chinese contractor ZTE Corporation for the 

installation of CCTV cameras in Abuja to detect or prevent crime, was poorly executed and has been 

abandoned”, ((Afeikhena Jerome, 2015). 

Furthermore, a Financial Action Task Force report 2013 identified that “significantly, Boko Haram 

conducts terrorist financing activities outside of Nigeria as evidenced by the arrests of some members 

of the terrorist organization by security forces in Burkina Faso for instance, a case Two individuals 

from Niger were apprehended at the Burkina-Niger border while on their way to Nigeria. The two 

were in possession of weapons, ammunition (about 80 000 cartridges), and CFA Franc 8 000 000. 

These persons were charged with trafficking in weapons and ammunition, and under interrogation, 

they disclosed that they had ties to Boko Haram. The case is currently before the courts and additional 

charges related to terrorist financing may be added. This case involved a private arms dealer in 

Burkina Faso who allegedly provided these weapons and ammunition without the approval of the 

authorities” (Source: Burkina Faso). 

 

Another similar case was reported by the same organization “in June 2012, a Nigerian national was 

apprehended in Yassane, Niger and interrogated by border police. He was carrying a large amount 

of cash in different denominations and two USB flash drives each with 4G capacity the individual 
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came to a police checkpoint without identification papers or luggage. The police were suspicious and 

proceeded to search him and his property. After sorting through the information stored on the flash 

drives, the security officers found two letters from the Emir of (Al-Qa’ida in the lands of the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM) addressed to the leader of Boko Haram, Abubakar Shekau. The individual was 

also carrying large sum of money in his underpants. In trying to trace the origin of the EUR 35 000, 

the police found that the bank notes had an alphanumeric identification code. The individual was 

transferred to Nigeria, under the provisions of the Cooperation Agreement between Police Chiefs of 

ECOWAS Member States, and this made it possible to dismantle an extensive network of Boko 

Haram in their country” (Source: Niger). 

From these real cases above it is obvious that the Boko Haram gets supports in cash, weaponry and 

otherwise to carry out activities for both domestic and international groups. A further study in this 

regard will be of advantage to further substantiate this claim. 

  

 

 

4.3. Global Pathway to Combating Terrorism  

 

A critical factor necessary in combating terrorism is Intelligence, Intelligence is a crucial tool that is 

required if any meaningful headway is to be made in combating terrorism across the global, and 

particularly Africa. However, Security Intelligence continues to pose a challenge for many countries 

as well as the government and decision makers, without intelligence security processes will be 

compromised and operations will be invalid. With secured intelligence planned terrorist attacks can 

be prevented before it happens, “this is done primarily on the basis of intelligence, which can be 

obtained in a variety of ways, be it through the recruitment of human sources (Human Intelligence, 

HUMINT), through telecommunications and electronic reconnaissance (Signals Intelligence, 

SIGINT) or through open sources (Open-Source Intelligence, OSINT)” (Chatham House, 2024). 

 

To effectively combat terrorism there are suggested guidelines that could be followed some of 

which are highlighted below:  

4.3.1. Efficient/ Effective Leadership   
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For a nation to be able to tackle challenges like terrorism, it must have visionary leadership who are 

unwilling to compromise and who considers nation building above personal gains. Any weak or 

feeble leadership not will to carry out or execute policies that would face out extremism for instance 

even though a regional counter- terrorism strategy was passed by the Economic Commission of West 

African States, it was never implemented. For instance, “A regional counter-terrorism strategy and 

implementation plan passed by ECOWAS in 2013 has for example to date never been implemented. 

Its 2020-2024 Action Plan, adopted by ECOWAS in 2019, had a budget of US$ 2.3 billion and eight 

priority areas range from pooling of efforts and coordination of counter-terrorism initiatives to 

promoting inter-community dialogue and preventing violent extremism” (Chatham House, 2024). 

 

4.3.2. Eliminate Corruption  

In order to tackle the challenges of extremism and terrorism, attention must be paid to tackling the 

issue of corruption which has eaten deep into the fabric of many societies in the African Continent 

and especially in Nigeria, asides the religious reasons why people join terrorist organizations, there 

is also the case of untold hardship and extreme poverty, many politician keep their citizens in abject 

poverty by withholding and diverting the funds allocated to them for socio-economic development 

and the improvement of societies to personal pockets so they can use them to satisfy their  personal 

interest. 

Securitization continues to elude Nigerian Security forces in their been for cooperation in the 

approach towards counter- terrorism in the country, according to a report by Iwuoha.Uwaechie.Obi. 

Ani and Obiorji, “A major drawback faced by defence and intelligence establishments in forging 

strong intelligence and counterintelligence against Boko Haram is the lack of mutual trust and 

confidence building amongst them (Iwuoha, 2020b). There is undue rivalry and suspicion among the 

sister organizations, and a quest for personal glory at the topmost levels of the agencies (Orsuma, 

2013). For example, it was reported that a lack of cooperation and teamwork was responsible for the 

failure of the security agencies to prevent the attack on the United Nations building, Abuja, in 2009, 

despite receiving intelligence on the plan about nine days before the attack was launched (Ayorinde, 

2011). The Nigerian Department of State Security (DSS) earlier reports predicting the imminent 

Boko Haram attacks were treated withevity by some government officials (Danjibo, 2011). In a 

system with deep inter-service rivalry, it will not be difficult to understand why some of the agencies 

worked hard to undermine and out-do each other (Danjibo, 2011). Salisu et al (2015) argue that the 

challenge of gathering accurate and timely intelligence and security tips that could assist security 
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organizations has been a significant clog in the fight against the Boko Haram insurgency” (Iwuoha. 

Uwaechie. Obi. Ani and Obiorji, 2003) 

4.3.3. Socio- Economic Development  

Depending only on military forces to combat terrorism may not be an effective approach towards 

elimination of extremism in a society, however, improving the means of livelihood is a sustainable 

approach to reducing volunteers who join these extremist organizations to make ends meet.  To 

buttress this, point a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report show that “the number 

of people joining extremist groups are largely due to economic factors rather than religious factors,  

an increase of 92 percent new recruits join extremist group for better livelihood in comparison to the 

motivation of those interviewed in their 2017 report” (UNDP, 2017). 

Additionally, educating and creating awareness helps improve the knowledge and understanding of 

citizens and consequently helped them make informed decisions about the dangers of being recruited 

or joining extremist or terrorist organization. For instance, “The United Nation Children Education 

Fund (UNICEF) in its report on 16 December 2016 mentioned that only about 18 percent of children 

in the Northeast are attending school or some kind of temporary learning spaces” (UNICEF, 2016). 

A society with high level of illiteracy will end up with gullible and vulnerable citizens that those at 

the mercy of extremist leaders taking in extreme messages from them hook line and sinker without 

the ability to read or tell if these messages are true or false. According to the International journal of 

Innovation in Management Economics and Social Sciences report of 2023 the major causes of Boko 

Haram Insurgency in Nigeria is due to the high level of poverty,” Insurgents typically gain members 

by claiming their fight is for the people and that, if supported, they would provide necessities for the 

general population, Successful recruitment depends on the economic and poverty level in the area. 

The uprising may be successful if a society is impoverished, illiterate, incompetent, corrupt, and 

discriminatory to modernization and globalization, which cause artificial poverty in many developing 

nations and make them targets for terrorist recruiting” (International journal of Innovation in 

Management Economics and Social Sciences, 2023).  

 
The current economic hardship in Nigeria continues to increase exponentially a report by Olojo stated 

that “economic hardship is another important aspect that has fueled the desire for violent extremism, 

recruitment, and support for Boko Haram” (Olojo, 2013). “Many academics thought that the youth’s 

decision to join the group was influenced by the poverty and enduring economic inequities in the 

nation’s northeast. Similarly, Adesoji (2010) emphasizes that the marginalization and unequal 
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distribution or use of resources in Nigeria led certain radicalized professors to preach against the 

government and democratic environment, which subsequently gave rise to the current Boko Haram  

insurrection, The Poverty Theory explained further that domestically, times of economic decline, 

social integration, or state collapse are more prone to see the politicization of religious traditions and 

the radicalization of religious groups. People who are disenfranchised, hopeless, or physically 

threatened resort to religion in pursuit of an alternative political system that will satisfy their needs 

for security, recognition, and welfare, several violent revolutions are happening right now all around 

the world, some of which have developed into full-fledged terrorist groups like Boko Haram” 

(International journal of Innovation in Management Economics and Social Sciences, 2023).  
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Chapter 5 - Discussion and Interpretation of Findings 

 
A clear understanding of the findings above provides the insights that is needed to answer  

the research question of this thesis. 

 

5.1. Nigerian Strategies deployed to combat Boko Haram 
 

What strategy is Nigeria Government deploying to combat Boko Haram Insurgency in the Country 

and how efficient is this strategy.   
 

Findings show that although Boko Haram sophisticated mode of operation continues to challenge the 

strength of the armed forces as well as the Nigerian Security Framework, however, the Nigerian 

government deploys strategies such as the establishment of the 7th Division of the Nigeria Army , 

Declaration of state of Emergency and the relocation of the Nigerian Military Command Center to 

the very heart of the Boko Haram settlement area Maiduguri a northern state of the country. “Also, 

is the deployment of its Joint Task Force (JTF) which consist of the Air Force, Navy, State Security 

Services, Police and the  Army all operating under a unified command structure in order to enhance 

coordination between the forces foster efficient intelligence sharing amongst the forces and 

encourage unity of direction between the forces necessary for the countering of insurgencies, 

although this has been limited” (Afeikhena Jerome, 2015) as Boko Haram continues its menace on 

the society, its operations has negative impact on the economy of the country. 

 

5.2. Nigerian Policy measures in tackling Boko Haram 
 

Is there any policy measure in place nationwide geared towards tackling terrorism in the        

country, and particularly the Boko Haram Sect.  
 

The Nigerian parliament passed anti-terrorism legislation, originally introduced in 2011, in 2013. 

The law was designed, in part, to facilitate greater counterterrorism coordination, but interagency 
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cooperation and information sharing remains limited by Nigeria’s federal structure, which has caused 

confusion between chief state security officers and federally controlled security forces. Nigerian JTF 

counterinsurgency operations in the northeast have been “generally repressive,” relying heavily on 

military-led operations to kill and capture “scores” of Boko Haram insurgents since the movement 

was first brutally crushed in 2009, while this use of force has clearly enabled the JTF to pressure 

Boko Haram strongholds in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa and reduce the scope of its activity, it has 

also produced large-scale extrajudicial killings, mass arrests and intimidation of civilians, who are 

treated as insurgent sympathizers” (Afeikhena Jerome, Lessons from Columbia for Combating the 

Boko haram Insurgency in Nigeria, 2015). 

Additionally in 2011, the Nigerian government enacted the Terrorism Prevention Act (TPA) as well 

as the National Counter Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST) (Akinbi 2015; Campbell 2014; Dasuki 

2013). The effectiveness of this acts there were enacted have made any significant impact in 

combating the operations of Boko Haram is a thing of concern as the sect continues expand into more 

states in northern Nigeria like Kano, Kaduna, Gombe, Bauchi including Nigeria Federal Capital 

Territory, Abuja. 

 

5.3. Boko Haram Sponsorship for Political Gains 
 
After our research and synthetic analysis of our findings the following research hypotheses are as 

follows: 

  
 

H1a: Boko Haram is an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and supported by 

domestic and international groups for political gains. 

 

This hypothesis is correct, because there are facts that validates the long history of political terrorism, 

which enhances the afore stated hypothesis that  the Boko Haram is a political tool that is being used 

by some elitist and politicians including international groups for personal/political gains, this is 

further buttressed  by a report by the Economic Times News of 15 February 2025 mentioning the on  

13 February 2025 A U.S Congressman, Scott Perry, has accused the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) of funding terrorist organizations, including Boko Haram, ISIS, and Al-

Qaeda. Perry, a Republican from Pennsylvania, made these claims during the first hearing of the 

Subcommittee on Delivering on Government Efficiency, (Economic Times Report, 2025). 

There is prevailing evidence that “the link between Boko Haram and other global terrorist 

organizations are well documented. Aside from the influence of external terrorist actors on Boko 
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Haram’s leadership structure, there are evidence of closer ties between Boko Haram and other groups 

that has similar motive like the Al-Qaeda and ISIS”. 

 

Boko Haram has been linked to Al-Qaeda group, Al-Qaeda and Boko Haram are both opposed to 

western values and claim to have the mission to spread their version of Islam across the world. The 

Maitatsine riots of the 1980s and current Boko Haram uprisings manifestations of this wave of 

terrorism in Nigeria (Adesoji 2011; Onapajo et al. 2012). “Boko Haram’s affiliation to ISIS is also 

confirmation that the group is part of this wave, characterized by the borderless Islamic radicalism. 

ISIS influenced the appointment of Boko Haram leadership in 2016 (Ajayi 2016; Somorin 2016). Its 

demand for Sharia law to be fully implemented in Northern Nigeria and possibly the whole country 

is another indication of this connection”. (Patrick and Felix 2013)  

 

These groups provides ammunitions for the Boko Haram group to combat the army, usually to win 

an opponent in an election, the group is also being paid to cause chaos especially in the regions where 

they are dominant during an election cycle to scare voters away so they do not come out to vote 

especially when a particular politician know that he/she is losing to an opponent, this they do by 

ensuring that funds that are allocated to by the Federal government of the country to train military 

personnel does not get to them and money allocated to buy sophisticated weapons to overpower those 

of the sect will not be used to purchase same . For instance, a report by Afeikhena Jerome show that 

lack of investment in training, failure to maintain equipment and dwindling cooperation with Western 

forces has damaged Nigeria’s armed services (Afeikhena Jerome 100), also recent report by Chatham 

House points out that soldiers in the northeast are suffering from malfunctioning equipment, low 

morale, desertions, and mutinies. Despite a large increase in government spending on the army from 

a security budget totaling almost $5.8 billion, little of it has found its way to the front lines. Four 

hundred-eighty Nigerian soldiers were alleged to have fled to Cameroon in August 2014, when they 

were confronted with superior weapons in the hands of Boko Haram insurgents. In June 2014, ten 

generals and five other senior security staff were reportedly court martialed for arming and providing 

intelligence to the group, with twelve (12) of them sentenced for execution in September 2014” 

(Afeikhena Jerome, 2015). 

 

Also, the Nigerian Security especially the arm in charge of intelligence, there are reports that are 

underfunded this situation weakens the efficiency and effectiveness of the security agencies to 

combat Boko Haram (Adesoji 2011) . Lack of training has exacerbated the situation (Maiangwa 
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2012). State security agencies also lack modern equipment to prosecute the state-led counterterrorism 

(Dietrich2015). This case fosters the hypothesis that the security forces in Nigeria are intentionally 

weakened in order to give Boko Haram a leverage over this security agencies so that they can 

continue in their menace on the society unabated. 

 
 
 
Regarding Boko Haram’s affiliations with international organization a research by freedom Onuoha 

highlighted that “The group's connections range from individuals sympathetic to its ideology to 

formal alliances with established terrorist organizations like ISIS (Onuoha, 2014). (Onuoha, 2014), 

analysis portrays Boko Haram as an adaptive organization that leverages these associations to 

augment its capabilities and propagate its extremist agenda. Within this context, Onuoha highlights 

that Boko Haram's relationships transcend geographical boundaries. reach extends to regional and 

international connections, enabling it to tap into resources, training, and ideological reinforcement. 

This aligns with Onuoha's assertion that these associations grant Boko Haram access to a broader 

pool of knowledge, tactics, and logistical support, thereby bolstering its operational effectiveness” 

(Onuoha, 2013) 

 
Additionally, the designation of Boko Haram as a Foreign Terrorist group CFTO) further (Smith, 

2015) (Peters, 2017) further buttress the association and affiliations of Boko Haram with other 

international terrorist organizations   “Despite the numerous efforts of the Nigerian government and 

its military forces in the fight against the spread of the activities of Boko Haram, some scholars such 

as Iwuoha (2019b), Orsuma (2013), Omenma and Hendricks (2018), Olojo (2018), Oriola (2021) and 

Oriola, et al. (2021) have raised important concerns on the reluctance of the Nigerian state to 

restructure its failing counterterrorism strategies which further suggests that the state could be 

implicated in the expanding influence of the terror group in the country.  One of the most shocking 

information compromises by the state is the President Buhari government’s insistent claims that Boko 

Haram was ‘technically defeated’ in 2015 (BBC News, 2015, online). President Buhari claimed that 

Nigeria has won the war, and that Boko Haram fighters are no longer capable of carrying out 

articulated conventional attacks on them because they now merely use improvised explosive devices 

(IEDs)” (Iwuoha, Uwaechie, Obi, Ani and Obiorji, 2003). 

 

Also, the announcement of the “Nigeria’s Minister of Information and Culture, Alhaji Lai 

Mohammed, reaffirms thus: “Today, we can say confidently that not an inch of our territory is under 
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the control of Boko Haram. They have been repelled even from their spiritual headquarter every inch 

of Nigerian territory was now safe” (Mohammed, 2018, online). This statement was politically 

motivated and intended to misinform the public. This costly statement contributed to the boosting of 

the activities of Boko Haram as they stepped up their terror acts to demonstrate clear signs of tactical 

and strategic advantage over the Nigerian military. This is evident in the group’s continued siege at 

some parts of Borno state” (Iwuoha, Uwaechie, Obi, Ani and Obiorji, 2003). 

 

 

5.4. Boko Haram Sponsorship for Financial Gains 
 

H1b: Boko Haram is an organized terrorist organization that is sponsored and supported by 

domestic and international groups for financial gains. 
 

This hypothesis is correct because a Financial Action Task Force reported in 2013 that in “June 2012, 

a Nigerian national was apprehended in Yassine, Niger and interrogated by border police. He was 

carrying a large amount of cash in different denominations and two USB flash drives each with 4G 

capacity the individual came to a police checkpoint without identification papers or luggage. The 

police were suspicious and proceeded to search him and his property. After sorting through the 

information stored on the flash drives, the security officers found two letters from the Emir of (Al-

Qa’ida in the lands of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) addressed to the leader of Boko Haram, 

Aboubacar Shekau. The individual was also carrying large sum of money in his underpants. In trying 

to trace the origin of the EUR 35 000, the police found that the bank notes had an alphanumeric 

identification code. The individual was transferred to Nigeria, under the provisions of the 

Cooperation Agreement between Police Chiefs of ECOWAS Member States, and this made it 

possible to dismantle an extensive network of Boko Haram in their country” (Source: Niger). 
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Chapter 6- Conclusions 

 
Tackling insurgencies and extremism in the African Continent is complex and requires a 

comprehensive solution, while some solution may maybe quick fixes others will need a much longer 

term. For, the case study of this research, which is the Nigerian Boko Haram sect, it is important that 

the Nigerian government adopt a better approach in eliminating the group completely from locations 

where they are prevalent in the northeastern part of the country. Such approaches include but not 

limited to awareness creation and ensuring basic education in the communities.  

Additionally, the socio- economic development of the country needs to be take priority, job creation 

to empower the youths, improve purchasing power and total well-being of citizens will help alleviate 

extreme poverty in the society and consequently reduce the chances of citizens joining extreme group 

due to lack of economic power.  

Also, the improvement of border security is something that should be of utmost priority to the 

government of Nigeria because terrorism thrives in societies where insecurity and destabilization is 

prevalent. Also, the Nigeria government could adopt a cashless economy this will help trace and 

track down money that flows from terrorist sponsors and supporters to terrorist groups. 

There is also the need to sanitize the military and all tis critical he other forces in the country in other 

to purge the systems of those who jeopardize planned clampdown operations by giving out 

information to Boko Haram insurgents whenever the government plan to ambush and disarm them.  

The issue of corruption in the society also needs to be addressed, as the research show that Boko 

Haram also gets support from international organizations for financial gains, making culprits of this 

kind of corruption face capital charges may deter them from such practices.  

Finally,  there is need for a governmental administration that has both the capacity and the will to 

tackle Boko Haram insurgencies in the country, a government with a sense of direction to tackle this 

menace of the society will channel the appropriate resources towards its eradication and also follow 

through to ensure the resources are being used for the purpose it is intended and not just another 

cesspool of embezzling and looting government funds. 
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6.1. Limitation of Study 
 
A major limitation of this research was the lack of access to very recent literatures and information 

regarding the Boko Haram terrorist organization as most recent information concerning the 

operations of the sect were classified for the purpose of safety and security, I could not gain direct 

access to information because such information due to the sensitive nature of the research were 

classified, however, I gathered as much as possible open sources of information that were credible 

and have added so much value to the research.  

Another, limitation was that the research was a desk- top research due to very limited time constraint, 

there was not enough time for interviews or sample taking, engaging directly with the victims of 

Boko Haram and even former members of Boko Haram who have denounced their membership of 

the group would have been helpful to better understand their modus operandi.  

6.2. Recommendation for Future Research 
 
My recommendation for future research Further research about the Boko Haram terrorist 

organization in Nigeria and how to combat them I believe will enhance the country’s pursuit of its 

goal to completely eradicate their operation in the various society they have captured in the country. 

Furthermore a research  to take a deeper look into the role the international community is playing in 

the under- development of the African Continent, because there are very strong speculations coming 

from credible sources that the international community are a strong player in causing chaos in Africa 

by not only using terrorist organization but also planting weak leaders that are loyal to them to cause 

continuous instability in the continent so that they in turn will continue to loot the continent’s natural 

resources to develop their nations while keeping the continent under their control. 

Another area I would recommend for further research is the level of hardship and hunger terrorism 

has caused in Africa especially in Nigeria. High level of food shortages continue to ravage locations 

in Nigeria where Boko haram sect is prevalent as farmers are afraid to go tilt their land for farm 

produce for fear of being kidnaped or kept in hostage under severe conditions and demanding for 

outrageous ransom from relatives of the victims. 
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