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Between debaters

or

The Nice Agreement:
Profits and Losses

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPQULOS

The Monday, 11th of December of
2000 a.d. recorded by the books of
History as a signification date for the
European data, as a starting point of a
hope, as a landmark of developments,
but also as a «cemetary» of the «other»
ambitions of the small countries of
European Union...

The fact that the President of
European Committee Mr. Prondi and
the eight Political Groups of European
Parliament expressed their
disappointment for the final text - the
Parliament as well «threats» not to
certificate the new Agreement - reveals
a deep worry, especially from the
people that they have the full aspect of
the matter...

The main «accusations» against the
text of Nice refers to the point that the
leaders of the fifteen State-Members of
European Union, motivated generally
by the particulars national «interests»
and not by the specific European
«interest» (except perhaps the subject
of the «preperation» of future
expansion). This interest includes the
«prospect» of a political union and the

Toig EvieuCopévolg
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H ev Nikaia ZuvOnxn:
Képdn Kat znyieg

Tou Kaényntou Kwvor. IE.
AGANAZOMOYAQY

H Agvtépa g 11ng Aexepfeiov
Tov cwTNEIoY £Toug 2000 p.X. naTeyQd-
n omig SEAToug TG loTogiag mg NHEQO-
JIVIOL OMPOLVTLXT) YLGL TOL EVQUWITTAXGL Te-
ATOUVOHEVQL, WG APETNQIO EATIOWY, WG
000oMpo eEEMEEWY, WG «KOLUNTHQELOV>
TV «GAOV» PLLOSOELDY TWY IHQOY
Xwopmv g Evponaixg Evoong...

To yeyovag, 0T 0 idog o Teodedog
g Emgontg tng Evoomainng Evo-
ong %. Pop. TIPONTI not ot oxtdb [Toht-
nég Opadeg 1ov Evgomairot Kotvo-
BovAiov, egépoacay Ty duaaQEoHELD
TOUC YL TO TEMKO KELUEVO - TO OEVTEQO
HAAOTO «OTELAEL VO U1} ETUHVQDOEL
v véa ZuvOnxn - «meodidew pio fo-
Bela aviovyic ®oL LOMoTA TWY ERCE0-
VIOV...

OLXVQUDTEQES «CUTLATEG» HOTO, TOU
netpEvou g Nuixalag eonidgovion el
Tov onpeiov, dtLov Hybteg tov d&na me-
vie Xwe®v Mehdv ¢ Evoonaixng
"Evoong £0eoav ureQdvn Ohwv Ta el
REQOUG EOVIXG «TURPEQOVTAN Mol Ot
10 ELOMOTEQO «CURGPEQOV» TG 18Eug
e 'Evoong, (;TAnY «Tng TQOETOLU-
gl YLoL TNV HEANOVTLAT Srevouvon
MG), TO OTLOLO KTUMPEQOV» neQUMHBa-
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«decrease» of the democrative
defensive.

We should examine the main points
of the Agreement, especially them that
a part of the people believes that is a
succeed for the Union and some others
renounced them as possible «sources»
of new worries in the future and a
product of «functional conciliation».
We must examine them carefully
because of the necessity of Agreements
certifications by its Parliaments of the
State-Members in eighteen months.

The new Agreement «held» the
compensation of the Member votes and
anew system of taking decision:

VEL TV «TIQOOTTLAT TG TOMTINY] EVO)-
O1)C HUL TNV «UELWOT)» TOU SIUORQATL-
20U ehhelpatog.

AMLA TTOLOL ELVAL TE XEVTQLXO ONUELDL
g vEag ZuvOTHNG, 1] OTTOLd ®OTA TOUG
pev etvan O,TL kuhMTeQov ey oNpeQa
EQIXTO %O %OTA TOVG BE TNV VEWY a1
VNOUYLOV KU TOOTOV «AELTOVQYIXOV
cUPPLROCHO» %L1 omola Do TEETEL
va emvn0et amd ta Kodty Mé e-
VIOC SEXU OXTG) UNVOIV;

H véa SuvOnun ngoPrémel ava-
oTaB o TV YNPOV TwV MEADY, ah-
AL HOL EVOL VEO CUGTIIO AMTPPNG aLTTOm -
oEWV:

Xopo Wipol Wrigpot [TAn0uopog Avuotouyia

onpeea BaogL vEag 08 EXOTOW. TAnOuopov

SuvOnung ava o

(o€ enaTop.)

Country Today Votes Population Population

votes in new (in millions) correspondence
Agreement invole

(in millions)
France 10 29 58,97 2,03
Germany 10 29 82,04 2,83
United Kingdom 10 29 59,25 2,04
Ttaly 10 29 57,61 1,99

Spain 8 27 | . 3939 146 |
Netherlands 5 13 15,76 1,26
Belgium 5 12 10,21 0,85
| Hellas 5 12 10,53 0,38
Portugal 5 12 9,98 0,83
Austria 4 10 8.08 081 |

Sweden 4 10 8,85 0,89
Denmark 3 4 5,31 0,76
| Treland 3 7 3,74 0,53
Finland 3 7 5,16 0,74
[uxembourg 2 4 0,43 0,11
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In cases that the council have to
approve a proposal that comes from the
Committee now, for the approval are
demanded 258 votes of 342 and a simple
majority of the States-Members.

In all other cases, for a decision are
demanded 258 votes and the majority of
two thirds of State-Members, Finally,
the minority that can cancel the
proposals is held at 89 votes.

In addition, every State-Member
has the power to call a «double
majority» for any subject in order to be
certified that the approval votes
represents a majority of at least the 62%
of the European citizens.

In parallel, the right of veto in 29
political sections such as the
appointment of highest official’s, the
exterior border checks et.c. is abolished.
But it is also preserved in cases of
national interests as social security,
taxes, immigration, cultural matters
et.c.

Alter this we have to consider the
point that the Agreement gave to the
Committee the possibility to reduce its
members. For example the grater
countries of the Union may see their
Commissars reduce from two (0 one.
According to this spirit the
representatives of its country of the
European Parliament are going to be
reduce as well (Hellas is going to have
22 Representatives in the future instead
of 25 at the present time).

We can not have a simple answer to
the possible question what Hellas lost or
gained after the end of the Conference
in Nice. Any spokesmen is able to say
that in some parts of the Agreement
Hellas is now in a rather disabled place,
while in other parts succeed to insure

Ze TEQINTAOOELE RAUTA TLC OTOLEG TO
ZupPolMO eYXRQLVEL TEOTOON, TQOEQYO-
HEVN amo Ty Emitoom), i v £yrouon
amarrovval 258 Pigot ex 342 %ol amhi)
nheoynpla tov Koatav Melav,

Ze OAeg TG GAREG TEQLITMOELS OTalL-
TOUVTUL YLCL THY A1) plag amdpaong 258
Yo, adda xal Thetoynpia Twv 610
T0iTOVY TV X0 Mehav, evd 1 ava-
oTéEALOVOU HELOYN Lo OT|uEQO 0RLLETOL
oe 89 ynjpouc.

EE aihov, naBe Kodtog Méhog £yel
TV duvatotnTa vo 0étel BEa «dLAng
TAELOYNPLOGY, TQORELUEVOL VL DLEURQL-
vIoBeL €AV 1) TAELOYNPLOL TWV YHPWY O-
VILTQOOWITEVEL TOUAUYLOTOV TO 62% TwV
Evpwraiwv TToAltdv.

Ex nagoarhniov, natapysital to di-
Aalwpa AR oG veto ot 29 Topelg ToL-
wxi|g (8L10QLoHOG avwTdTwy AELWReTOD-
X0V, eEEWTEQLHOL OUVOQLAXOL EXeyYOL
%.G.), SLaTNEOVHEVO, £V TOVTOLG, £TTL OEL-
0ag INTNRATOY e0VIrOD oLUEEQOVTOC
(roWwvirng aa@ailong, pogohoyiag,
HETAVEOTEVONG, TTOMTLOHOU %.0L.).

AxOun, mpoPrénetal pelwon Tou o-
e0pov Twv Emitodnmwv («x&vouvs ot
Meydheg Xmoeg amd to £tog 2005 p.X,
TOV EV(L EX TWV TNUEQIVAV VO), TEOBLE-
metal pelwon Tou aLdpot Twv Evgo-
Bovkevtmv .G (1 EMGSa 0o &xer mheov
22 avti 25).

T doovg Ha emOupoboay pia oagr)
amAvTNon 0TV €M TNOT: h EAAGd O xeQ-
dileL 1 yavey, Evag 6evog Pritwg Oa. éAe-
ye: 1) EMLAG ev pégel evinnoe nal ev pegeL
NTTnon... Ko petald tov xegdmv g
«iRTG» COPMG TRETEL Ve, avayvwELodel
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the states special interest. We also
should not ignore the successful effort
of the Greek Government to preserve
the right of veto in crucial subjects such
as navigation and finance of the
candidate and connected countries
(Balkans, Turkey).

The hypothetical question about the
development in European Union after
the exercise of this new Agreement and
about their influence in Greek reality
can be answered Aristotle. He can also
advise us the subsequent steps: «The
transforms and the development in the
life are in grate number and of any
form» (Morals Nikomacheia), also
«The whole life of human is a theatrical
scene and as a game. We have tolearnto
play away the thoughts or we have to
bare the pane...». '

4

n EAMvin) «emituyion g doTrenong

| 10U veto enl OepdTaV XeNpaTodoTong

voYnpiwy ko ouvdedepEvoy Xweay
(Bohxdva, Tougnicr).

Se oxEon e VToBETIXG EQUTTHOTA
MEQL TOV «HEANOVTOG» TOV RQOYUATOG,

«td EAAMVIXY OTTTLRT), KoL TTeQl TWV O-

VAYXOLOY HIVAOEWY, OL ax0hoVOwE a-
vagedueveg agyaieg EMnvinée, Pe-
Baiwg, emonpdvoetg, vopiLw, oty i-
Sovv T amavinon, wg dhappdvov-
ogc T meQaLTEQw eAMNVIRG PipoTas
TToAhod Yo petafolal ylvoviow xaL o
yrolot TUyaL xatd Tov Plov (AgLoTote-
e, HOwdt Nuopayela), now Zunvi
yap mag o Blog xal maiyviov: 1 pabe
naiety TV omoudny petadeis 1 péoe
Tog 0dVVUC...



