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Between debaters,
or the need for deeds and not words

By Prof. Const. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS

It is widely known that people often like to declare, in view of different, mainly
extraordinary, situations that they will «perform», «act», «resolve» problems and
«take» responsibility. However, those who do «perform», «act» or «resolve» are-few
or they do it very rarely, to the desolation of those who wait, suffer, are sorely tried,
or eagerly anticipate such steps.

This phenomenon, that is the inconsistency between words and deeds goes back a
long way and, in Greece, it has been noted ever since ancient times.

For example, Homer was one of the first to stress the need for the action to suit the
word: «no sooner said than done». Then came others who followed the same line of
thought. Aeschylus, for instance, declared that «we need deeds, not words» (Prometheus
Desmotis), Demosthenes (Olynthiakos) underlined that «there is a big difference
between words and what actually happens», and John the Evangelist wrote (A" Epistle)
that «do not express affection solely through words but also prove it with actions».

Unfortunately, however, the list of similar thoughts and exhortations cannot be
long, because in our country, according to a vile view, the phenomenon of
inconsistency between words and actions is endemic.

On the one hand, in the name and for the good of the State, there is a plethora of
declarations, wishes and promises voiced [or every occasion, every circumstance,
every -usual or unusual- situation, on all levels -national, regional, local- and in all
sectors -social, political, economic, cultural.

On the other, there is the People, who always declare that they will obey, comply
with, and observe the law, and that they will put first the common rather than the
personal interest, and so on. However, at the first opportunity, the arbitrary thoughts
or actions become handy, in a monstrous, demanding, unashamed and lawfully-
looking manner.

Between these two sides lies usually the Citizen; who possesses no power
(political, economic, social), who detests promising obedience to the law, either due
to character or out'of fear, who fights for the common good.

The explanation of the inconsistency phenomenon, on a personal or a social level,
can be found in a variety of reasons: lack of Education and of a social responsibility
feeling, a degradation of common values, a priority of egocentric thoughts and
choices, a lack of trust towards those in power.

However, current events, such as earthquakes and mortal accidents, the prosperity
of the few, and also international conjunctures; obvious opportunities and lurking
dangers, domestic or foreign, impose another view of things, another tactic, another
approach, which will combine words and deeds and will primarily guarantee the
actions, so as to enable all those involved to compose themselves, like our Ancestors
have done, who «preferred to prove their virtue with their behaviour and composure
rather than express it with words...» (Lykurgus: Leokrates).
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