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Between' debaters,
or the need for deeds and not words

.6Y Prof. Const. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS

, .
It is widely known that people often like to declare, in view of different, mainly

extraordinary, situations that they will «perform», «acb), «resolve» problems and
<<lake» responsibility. However, those who do «perform», «act» or «resolve» are-few
or they do it very rarely, to the d~solation of those who wait, suffer, are sorely tried,
or eagerly anticipate such steps.

This phepomenon, that is the inconsistency between words and deeds goes back a
long way and, in Greece, it has been noted ever since ancient times.

For example, Homer was one of the first to stress the need for the action to suit the
word: «no sooner said than done». Then came others who followed the same line of
thought. Aeschylus" for instance, declared that «we need deeds, not words» (Prometheus
Desmotis), Demosthenes (Olynthiakos) underlined that «there is a big difference
between words and what actually happens», and John the Evangelist wrote (A' Epistle)
that «dO not express affection solely through words but also prove it with actions».

Unfortunately, however, the list of similar thoughts and exhortations cannot be
long, because in our country, according to a vile view, the phenomenon of
inconsistency between words and actions is endemic.

On the one hand, in the name and for the good of the State, there is a plethora of
declarations, wishes and promises voiced for every occasion, every circumstance,
every -usual or unusual- situation, on all levels -n:fltional, regional, local- and in all
sectors -social, political, economic, cultural.

On the other, there is the People, who always declare that they will obey, comply
with, and observe the law, and that they will put first the common rather than the
personal interest, and so on. However, at the first opportunity, the arbitrary thoughts
or actions become handy, in a monstrous, demanding, unashamed and lawfully­
looking manner.

Between these two sides lies usually the Citizen;;\~ho possesses no power
(political, economic, social), who detests promising obedience to the law, either due
to character or ourof fear, who fights for the common good.

The explanation of the inconsistency phenomenon, on a personal or a social level,
can be found ,in a variety of reasons: lack of Education and of a social responsibility
feeling, a degradation of common values, a priority of egocentric thoughts and
choices, a lack of trust towards those in power.

However"current events, such as earthquakes and mortal accidents, the prosperity
of the few, and also international conjunctures, obvious opportunities and lurking
dangers, domestic or foreign, impose another view of things, another tactic, another
approach, which will combine words and deeds and will primarily guarantee the
actions, so as to enable all those involved to compose themselves, like our Ancestors
have done, who «preferred to prove their virtue with their behaviour and composure
rather ~han express it with words... ~) (Lykurgus: Leokrates).
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O}llAla €Ol 'In an€A€u{)€PWO€l
'Ins 8El:l:AAIAL:

Me o£l{la ex1)11AwoEWV 11 nav8eoO(;V.L­
X~ L't' Y11 A811VWV (TIgodiQo<; x. B.
KAlJ!OYPAXH~), ewg1:nOl! trlv a1t A'V­
Hegw(1) 't11e; eCHO ;tALae; 11Qo11 CT.Wv.

BaoLx6~ O,..lIA11"C1ic; ~'tav 0 Kn011Y11't1ic;
KcuvOt. rE. AeANA~OrrOYI\OL, () 0­

1101.0<; Wf.lv..rIO£ 'tTJv K'UgLax1; 12 ex f.I(3Qi­
ov EV AOrlvaL<; Ill:: 0eJ.lCt: H u1tEAGv0eQWO'll
1:1"]<; Gwoo.Aio.C;: '1 oLe0V'1;e; ouyxveia. OL
n QOOQ ~LOL, 'to. 1toAe~xo XCl'toQOwf.lo.'ta.
oLLnapo'UA'vo L<;. Tov Of.ILAIl't~nagouoia­
m:: 0 x. e. KOYTI:IOYMnAL.

TT\v o~ALa naQ11xoAOu611t1av <)Lax'·
XQLlJ.f,ltvOL eWOo.Aoi., ELOL'XoL EmOt;uw­
VEe; x.a.

Ta 'XugLa 011lll::la 1:11e; OIJ.LAlUi; £xouv we;
d;i}e;:

XCIQLU Seta, EXUl 'tllV 'tLf.l.11 va cmevOu­
VOf.laL nQoe; ToO 1tC;LQOV £'XAEX'tO aXQo(X'tli­
QLO (mu (l1toLo" x wo. XCLgC1X1:11QLOtLXa I::i.­
vaL ToO 0 ·(JOCOtt..LX<>V OIJ.{Xll..l.OV 'XCU 11 aya1tr1
1tQoe; T,11Vno.wwu y~, 't11v 8e00C1ALxrl), m'
l:I)XClLQla -11e; CJ\J~L1tAllQWOeWe; 1L8 l:'tWv a·
no "t11v ciJga 'tIle; C1VaXtTJOll<; 'tl1<; eAeu0 .'.
QLae;.

t!. ·v dVaL wxee .C; eyxuLg11J.LC1. 11 ava1tC)­
1..1101'1 yc:yov61;,Wv yoo;wv, XaL 1n>GeOlV C;:v
'tUV'tW l!V'tOC; EAaxLoito'\.J xeovou. ElvCXL 0­
~twe; ,wO~xovE1tL'tax'tLXQV fl ano 0O'll 'tlle;
nQOO'lpCOUOl1C; 'tLf.Ll;C; nQOC; OAOUe; Exd.vove;,

LonOlOL, a1t<XQv110e-v'tec; ECX\I1:0Ue; 'XaL OL­
xe' C; 1tQOOCCP£Qcxv 'tllV ~<J)1)V 'tWV e8dI.0'\.J­
(T~< C;, ayoyyt')(ftWC; aVLiSL<X't£AOJe;, vnl~ {''\.J­
y '" . VL ElJl~cjlv, urci:g ntOL£:WS xaL nc,t'tQL­
00 .Km 'toX:ae~'Xovx0.0LO"tcl'tUL1tEQLOOc'>­
'tl:Q v tm:L't ~x'tLx6v, (no.v 11 ~VT.L~LO£ 0VOLa,
11 UVL(')L(l'tEA1;C; '1 ex neQLOt1I',uJ..La1:oe; xag­
Mac; an QQeouoet l:L~ 'to neoLov 't11C; /l,a­
X11£ v 'X'tLf.Iit't<XL XaL 6ev OLXaLWVl::'t<XL m~
't 11~,(PWC; 'tU)V <iLcxoQolJ.W·v 'tWV nQE(T~EL­

OlY "'tU)V M£yCtAWV t!.·uvCt/lf.COV. ()Jl:U.l£ 0 ve-

~11 f.V rcQOXELfJiww f.I£ "'tT\V OneAI-:\I~f.Q(llOll

1:11£ 8eaucxALac;,,,
Cl yeyovo.(J. eivm yvw(J'tU ?Gal oev ()(J.

enll..JEi.v(,u c:rr' 0. 'tc.ilV. neQav"'t 'U O1l~Ll'i.o\J

.ov uvayxaLo'U yL f.lLcx crvvOe'tLx;l OlJVO­
1ttLX.~ f,LY..6vc~ "Cou 0Ef.I.U'tOt;;.

T Olllffila 6~tw£eni, "'t(j)v onoi.wv ea 1t 1­

Q£X(,(AOUV va exw .11'\1 1tQOOO;(1) Lae;, Ku­
QLeC; XC1l KUQLOt, Ei.vm.u aXQAO Oa:

J. H owOvrl<; xatCc(]'tCXOljnQO xaL xU'tU
't11v n6QL06 't1J£ onEA£uO£QU)Oll£·

2. OL:reQ o:reae'L'C; yLU 1:11V rev ·ulJ.(n~xi}

xaL 110Lx.t1nQO£'toLf.l.CxoLo. 'twv lJ1t0001JA-WV
ev' <n1'EL o.1tl::A 'vO£Qwnxou oywvo£.

3. DOAelJ.LxCc "'tLvCt..yeyovo't(,1 xo.QaxT.TJ­
QLCTtLXO 'tOll oOiwou£ 'twVV1tOOOUAWv, XaL

4. Ot oLaI30VAI;\J'OCL<; XClL "CO 'teALxi> x.d­
flevo .'1£ L'\.Jf.I~CcOew£ ~LE1:a!;u EAAixooc; x.m
Tougxia<; 'tllC; 20~e; lo'Uvtou J 1 (2 LovAt­
ov 198J, <1>EK 14/13 Ma"nLo 1 82).

H bu::OvtjC; O'lJyXllgtU

KmCt. T,QV 19 mwva Il-X.11 BaAxexvLx~

£guovvT\OOC; rp:av axo~L1j 'tf.L~f.La T.11C;
OC")WflUVLX1;C; A lHOXQO'tO tUC;.

H Pwoui.a l::vf)tECpeg -"to 1'li<iv'to't ' yta
't011C; LA.avLX01Jc; l\C,Xou<; ule; Bahc(VLx~c;
xaL .0 hOt;; 1878 VLXi}OUOo. 'tTJv TovQ'Xta
't"lv U:reHXQ .moe va llrcoYQCt'IJe~1:11V Luv(-HI­
xl1 1:0U Ayio LT.ecpavou, lha 1"11:; On LaC;,
flcT.a!;v aAAwv. LOQUET.O X<XL /lcy'tA-O a 't">­
VO~LO ~ vAyaQLxo xQo'tO<;, €LC; ~a )OC; 1:11­
EAAa60e;....

OL Q'U8 f.LLob.£ Of.l.We; «v't'lic; nl~ ~·v ~­
x1']e; nQoexclAE av 1:1 IV cxV'ti.OQuol1 1:c,ov uA­
AWV M 'yoAw1v t!.1JVCcf.Ll!U1V X('LL ot\1iY110o.V
1:€ALXU1<; 01:0 LVV :OQLO 'to'\.J BEQOALVO'\.J J.LI::
ne; yvwo't££ OVVEnEL££.

Ot nVtliJ.tU'ttxot nQo~QoJ.tOt

IlQoXELf1£vou vex c<xaX1:118£i. 1'] l:A-EUel::-
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Ql.ex, elnWAEoOel.cJO. OE OAAOUS; XaLQoue;, (kv
C:LV<lL cxvayxC.LLa f.l6vov "Ca <>reAa .a OX ga,
'w e pO(il<.l. Anal'tcl:tal ngw.i.ertmc; 'I)'UX~.

Ken'l '\jIUX.'; dval ucp' cvoe; 0eLov wg v
(XCtl eni. to':,.w eXl::l tut X';c:rul. 'to eAA11vl­
XQV M)voe;), XOL rp' l,'tEQOU OmoeLOe;, p.e
.'1'V EUQeLa evvoLO. 'tou OQou.

Eni. 'tou 'tl::Ae'U'tOLOU 'tou'tou, 011Aao,;
't'Ie; DaLl>f.i.ae;,'l BeouoALu 11u-c,ixl1CH:, nE­
ga'V 'twv AO~l1tQci>v l:11~ 1r.V ·U~LO.'tLXWV te­
x'Vmv, va ocXfld XCt1:a. 't'lv 1teQiooo exel.v'l
'to ~11vu~0'taCPW'tLO~"WVAVO"H01t(OV,
cpAoyegel)v l1el"tgLwucov, Av6Qwv t:1tlrpa­
vciJv.

ME1:a~u au'twv JtQEJtEL va avacpEQ-
eouv:

o p~YCti; BEAwnvA:Yl£,
o fQ"yoQwS K(l)vol:<1v'tC.l£,
o Iwavv11e; nE~Ctgoe;,

o Kwvo'taVl:i.v e; K . w.Le;,
o Bf.OXA,,'tOC; (LJOQ~xi.b'lC;,
o KWV01:0Yl:LVOC; OLxov6~LOU,
o epLA.LJtJtOC; IwCtvvou,
o Avao'tCtOLoc; fOQYLOC;,
o Euy 'moc; rt.avvouAllC;.
o L'tECPUVOC; ouxac; XCL 6..A), L. OL 0­

JtOlOL totoa~av ma 67 2:XOAf,iCt t11e; ~ EO­
oaAiae;, EX 'tmv onOLOOv 'tC.L 24 AEll:OUQY11­
(lUV 01:0 n';ALO.

OL i\vOQwnOL 'tOl. pE ou'tunoQv11011
L~lLc.Ll;,ou(Jo., o.'VL~lLo-ceAEw Jtgw'to'cpavli,
OEQ~lnu eoooouoo,JtQoona0110Ctvva
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CPCll1:i.O uv 'to nve-UfLCt 'to)V eeoO(~AWV, va
'tove; um::vOwLi.oouv 1; EvI)O~ Jtr.LQEA0ov
va 1;OUe; nQoE'tOL~OOUV Yla JtQa.~El(; Y v­
Val.EC;. Km EV ~O(l) l) OXEQ£L<ov CLv'UnEQ­
r1A';'tWV -co E3th"XCLv.

ev neE1tcl 0IlWe; vo JtC.LQog<.L'tc'U 'to ye­
yovoC;, ()'tl, nCLQ AA.liAwe; ng0l; cwtauc;, sQ­
yo 011fLUVtLXO nC.LQ~yaye XaL'1 ExxAlloLa
/lCl<;, 11 oJtoianavtaxo'uItCLQOUO-a j.l£ <po),T.l­
<J~v v<; XA1lQLXOUe; XOL Aa~Qo1)<; ~V("L­

XOU<; evcq)'u0110E 1:11V ~:AItlOCL XQCLT.C.LL(\)eJ(;
-c rpQ(·)v11W.L, 6Li~o(J)<1E -c'lv OOo()()l;Lu.

KlIQiJ:<; XOL KUQLOL
TCL EnCLXOAouO'loCLV'tCL YCYOVOT.CL dvCtL

yvwo-cu xm 1;CL aVT.LJt lQeQXO~lm.
D,:If,V e'VCLI.('h,VCL'tOV 6~tlJ.l<; va avnncxQEA­

Ool 't11Y 'q 'toOv 'LcL, "'t'llV aV1:anagVl'IOfl XeLL
<)v llQW'C ~o lU'tWY 'twv anAwv, ayv . v

xaL CLVl61. "C8AWV acpavcDv na'tQl<lHwv. 'tOOV
C.LJ.LEOWV rr.Qoyovwv ~lac; Qt onoiot cvo'teQ­
VLOe~"V'tl:<; 1;11v ItQo'tQomiv:

Ml1'tQOC; te xaL nC('tQc>e; 'tc 'tLJ.Lt.<ll't 'QOv
xm aYl,Cil'tEQOV €O-CLv'l ., fl n ie;,1')VUAW­
OQY ECL1.J't ue; un~· 'tm) U1tEQOXOU XOLVOU
ay xO<n), 1:1'1<; EA£: De i(l<;, v1tEixov't€<; tl£
to 'tOU 2tvo pO)VtOe;:

T,l" EAEuOeeiCLv EAOL~L11V av avti wv e­
XW 1tCLV't(J.)V, ,;OEA v nQOl:L~Lit(J€l 1:'lY EAEU­
f)cgLav CLVtL nCtvtwv wvayaEl(ov...

A.


