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governance, such as China. The election of Donald Trump as US president also forced 

Europe to reflect on its policy of living under US leadership and its reliability. Trump might 

be the first of such US leaders in the recent past, but he might not be the last. Therefore, 

European leadership has been working on reducing its economic and defense 

dependency on the United States. Not only politicians but also European citizens share 

the same view of reducing military dependence on the US, as reflected in the European 

Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) poll.50 

 

In addition to that, Europe faced economic consequences due to high energy prices after 

the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Due to the high energy cost, European companies felt 

the need to migrate to China and North America, where energy costs are managed due 

to Chinese imports of Russian oil and gas and American green subsidies. In such a 

scenario, Europe feels isolated and betrayed when it comes to managing its economies. 

While the EU and US stood together with Ukraine in their fight against Russian aggression 

�Z�K�H�Q���L�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�����W�K�H���:�H�V�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G���X�Q�L�W�H�G�����6�R�P�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V��

are the United States spending bill for $370 billion in subsidies for energy transition and 

tax cuts for electric cars and batteries for companies that no longer operate in Europe. 

Moreover, the US passed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which benefited customers 

who buy American-manufactured electric vehicles, promoted the narrative of America's 

first attitude, and worked against US-Europe unity.51 

 

European policy towards China shifted during the Trump presidency, which took an 

aggressive approach towards China, leading to a trade war. During this time, Europe 

designated China as a systemic rival, and later, the European Union and its member 

nations followed the de-risking policy to reduce their dependence on China. This 

approach accelerated after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, in which Europe, especially 

countries like Germany, realized their enormous dependency on Russian oil and gas, and 

many of them accused Russia of weaponizing it. Europe has been trying to develop a 

swift strategy towards China to avoid a similar situation. EU Commission President Ursula 
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France's approach could also be seen as a response to President Trump's isolationist 

policies. Trump's comments about NATO and the trade war with China allowed France to 

present itself as a mature power with both strength and strategy to deal with China's 

economic and military threat.84 Chinese Influence Operations Report 2021 and updated 

�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �)�U�D�Q�F�H�¶�V�� �6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �5�H�Y�L�H�Z��2021 highlighted the threat against France and 

Europe and the need for a military presence in the Indo-Pacific to protect French interests. 

As a result, France stressed modernizing its armed �I�R�U�F�H�V���³�W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�W�����D�J�L�O�H�����D�Q�G��

�L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �P�R�G�H�O���´85 In addition, France sent its nuclear-powered aircraft 

carrier into the Indo-Pacific to conduct joint naval-air drills and sent its nuclear attack 

submarine for patrol in the South China Sea. 

 

For France to remain a significant power in the US-China competition, France is playing 

a balanced strategy. While criticizing China for economic policies and human rights 

violations, it continues working with China on trade and significant issues such as climate 

change, where success is impossible without Chinese participation and cooperation. 

While dealing with China, France needs to unite with the European Union to enhance its 

strength. Since China is also dependent on Europe, confronting China in a group will 

produce less damaging results than facing it alone, as seen in the cases of Australia and 

Lithuania. It was also reflected when Macron invited Angela Merkel and Jean-Claude 

�-�X�Q�N�H���W�R���K�R�O�G���W�D�O�N�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���;�L�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���3�D�U�L�V���L�Q���������������D�Q�G���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q���������������G�X�U�L�Q�J��

his visit to Beijing, he brought Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European 

Commission, with him to display a united front despite their differences in their definition 

of so-�F�D�O�O�H�G���³�G�H-�U�L�V�N�L�Q�J���´86 

 

�0�D�F�U�R�Q�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q�������������Z�D�V���V�H�H�Q���D�V���D���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���V�K�L�I�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��

China and was discussed and analyzed by scholars and mainstream media. It is not new 

for French presidents to go to China with a large business delegation and sign multiple 

business and cultural agreements. However, this visit was somewhat different due to the 

                                                
84 Pengelly, 2024 
85 Duggal, 2022 p.10 
86 Julienne, 2023 p.61 
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