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So the concept 'public' and ' private' may be 

seen and understood in relative terms as a 

series of spatial quali ties which, differing 

gradually, refer to accessibility. responsibil

ity and so on . 

The threshold provides the key to the transi

tion and connection between areas with di

vergent terri torial claims and, as a place in its 

own right, it constitute essentially the spa-

building, generates an ambiguous place that 

is surely something collective in which the 

value of being representative becomes im

portant. So what in the traditional block 

remains h idden in the open block becomes 

clearly visible. In the Netherland there's a 

renewal of the t raditional urban block that 

works above all on few interesti ng themes 

that express a particular sensibility for the 

tial condition for the dialogue between areas relationship between architecture and city: 

of different orders; the duali ty between the the overall composition of the facades, the 

street and the plivate domain exists thanks 

to the spatial quality of the threshold as a 

place where two worlds overlap. Interpret

ing the threshold as an in-between means 

concretizing the kind of provision that gives 

rise to a cel1ain articulation of the bui lding 

which requires space without its function 

being easily demonstrable. The value of this 

concept is most explicit in the threshold 
'par excellence': the ent rance to a home. If the 

houses are p rivate domains, then the street is 

the public domain. Paying equal attention to 

housing and st reet alike means treating the 

street not merely as the residual space be

tween housing blocks, but rather as a funda

mentally complementary element, spatially 

organized. Probably the value of a street is 

not just in its dimensions and proportions 

but also in the way it functions within the 

city as whole. 

About the system of public spaces in the 

ci ty A. Van Eyck referred to the concept of 

polycentric net, so something non hierarchi

cal and above all never ending extensible in 

relation to the growth of the blocks, of the 

building. The work of c. Van Eesteren at the 

Depal1ment of Public Works of Amsterdam 

clearly expresses the urge of a research on 

the city by means of this new ideals. What's 

new is that the block is not only considered 

as a constitutive unit of the urban connective 

tissue but also a unit in the sense of the spa

tial, visual and formal value. The openness 

is by the spatial point of view the possible 

contamination between inside and outside, 

front and back, private and public. A. Van 

Eyck h imself wrote that 'open what is closed 

and allow space to enter.. .. openness precedes 

every space-articulating activity .... thus open

ness is rendered measurable once it is prop

erly reconstituted by means of architecture'. 

Far from doubts the contamination between 

inside and outside by means of the articu

lation of the enclosed space shaped by the 

al1iculation of the enclosed open spaces. If 

the traditional block is the constitutive un it 

ofthe connective urban tissue, the evolution 

of the block in an open one is not only that 

but also the constitutive unit of the urban 

space in the cityscape. 

'1 hope I have told you a few things that differ 

a little from what you hear so often .. .'>. 

I. 'The child, the city and the 
artist' by Aldo van Eyck 

2 . 'Non-places' by Marc Auge 
3. 'The child. the city and the 

artist' by Aldo van Eyck 
4. Giedion in 'The heart of the city towards 

the humanization of urban life 
5. "The child. the city and the 

artist' by Aldo Van Eyck 
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Public Space as Landscape Experience 
of Happiness 
Urban public space is not a phenomenon of 

the twenty first century. It originated with 

the public parks of the m id-nineteenth 

century which were a considerable part of 

the urban fabric (Chadwick, 1966). Urban 

parks and open spaces always represented a 

significant resource in cities and were con

sidered as the best means to promote the 

health, longevity and comfort of their in

habitants. The belief that public green spac

es were inherently beneficial to the health 

of people arose from a theory evolved by 

doctors in the late eighteenth century, the 

so-called theOl), of miasma. The theory held 

that all disease was due to bad air, and it fos

tered the belief that access to fresh air could 

reduce the incidence of disease. Open green 

spaces, consequently, were looked u pon 

literally as the lungs of the city, p roviding 

physical health and mental wellbeing. The 

impact of th is theory has been far reaching 

and has succeeded in establishing a concern 

for the design and layout of urban gIeen 

areas as an important restorative environ

ment even to the present day p roving that 

the man/nature relationship is an ancient 

correlation that has always been essential 

to human existence (Carmona et aI, 2003). 

Recent research studies find strong correla

tions between access to urban green public 

spaces, parks, plazas, or even pocket parks 

and increased levels of physical health, men

tal well being and happiness. Landscape 

space has a very real impact on how we feel. 

The most st riking finding of such studies is 

the fact that happiness is more st rongly cor

related to green space than socioeconomic 

status. Also, psychologists are expeliment

ing with new research that discusses the way 

landscape and aesthetics affect our decisions, 

emotional responses and the way we feel 

about ourselves. 

sp«i<J1 is.SUf . URflANIST!(A INFQ/!.'IAZlONI I 59 








