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Between debaters

Or

Talking about the Euro, the
European Constitutional
Meeting, the Convention of
Nice and finally talking
about employment

By Professor Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The introduction of the new currency
-euro—in the area of the European
Union, the beginning of the proceedings
of the European Constitutional Mecting,
the Conference of Barcelona, the
ratification of the Convention of Nice by
Greece, and finally the proposals about
employment of the Commissioner Ms
Anna DIAMANTOPOULOU (subject,
which is examined analytically by
another column of the current issue), are
doubtless very crucial subjects for all the
citizens of the European Union and of
course for the Greeks.

- It is obvious that the application of
the new currency system from 1/1/2002
and the introduction of the Euro in the 12
Member - States of the E.U. is a subject
of great importance, especially for
Greece.

The celebrations of the Greeks for the
accession of the country into the new
currency system did not last. People were
been awarded that the accession of
Greece in the Great European Family
and the real convergence of the Greek
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economy to the European one, is a large-
scale undertaking.

- The beginning of the proceedings of
the European Constitutional Meeting on
28 February 2002 in Brussels under the
presidency of M. Giscard D’ ESTAING,
consisted of 15 delegates of the Govern-
ments of the Member — States, 30
Members of the National Assemblics, 16
Members of the European Parliament, 2
Deputies of the European Commission,
and 39 Representatives from the
Candidates Countries, initiates a new
period of speculation about the future of
the E.U..

Consequently, several issues are
raised on this question, as per example
the idea of a powerful Parliament or a
strong Commission, elected by the
people of the E.U., as well as the question
of the predominance of the National or
European Citizenship for the population
of the E.U.e.t.c.

Time will reveal the intensions and
the desires. At that time, it will be proved
if Mr. Giscard D" ESTAING’s proposal -
“the final but of our discussions is to
initiate the Constitution of Europe™ —is a
feasible objective or not.

- During the Conference of Barce-
lona, on 15 March 2002, the Leaders of
the fifteen Member-States, besides the
disagreements for the setting up of a
prompt action military force, agreed that
the structural changes would continue in
order to improve the competitiveness
and to strengthen the social cohesion —
principles which were adopted in Lisbon
two years earlier.

Additionally, the fifteen Leaders
decided to set up a Credit Organization,
in order to fund the development and the
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QOTAXTG ZUVTARTIRTG ZUVEAEVONG, OUYREL-
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paTLopoD nepl Tou pehovrog tg E.E.
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7 plag dvvapunhc Emiteonts, exheyopévng
TAVEVQWITAERMG, TEQL TTQOTEQALOTHTAG TNG &-
Ovixng 1 TG cupwatairng WOt Tag Twv [ToAt-
1oV e E.E. %.4.
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TLUWOEL ) OVTAYOVIOTIROTHTO KO VE EVIOYVOEL
1) ROLVWVIRT) GUVOXT), AQYES OL OTTOLES Elyay
aAhwg e vwoOeTndel vatd TV Avdkoreyny TN
Awoafavag mpo Sietiag.
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nel ot OQyvIoHOU, TTRORELUEVOL VAL XQT)-
portodotn el 1) avaITTUEN %Al 1) CUVEQYOLOLQ
petaln Evommng kol dhkhayv Xooov trg Me-
OOYELOU H.(L.

- H ZuvBiuxn g Nivouwag dnpouvgyel, og
YVWOTOV, JOL VEQ XOTAOTAOY £VTOG THE Ev-
pwmaixntg 'Evaong, dedoptvou, otL peTakn
arhwv:
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co-operation between the Europe and
the Mediterranean Countries.

- The Convention of Nice establishes
a new situation in the European Union
given that:

It provides a new system of counting
of the votes of the Member - States and a
new procedure of taking decisions: the
Council approves a draft derived from
the Commission by 258 of 342 votes and
the majority of the Member - States. In
any other occasion the Council decides
with 258 votes and the majority of the 2/3
of the Member - States, e.t.c.

Moreover, each Member - State has
the possibility to demand “double
majority”, in order to define if the
majority of the votes represents at lcast
the 62% ot European citizens.

In addition, the right of veto is set
aside for 29 policy areas (appointments at
high offices, external border control,
e.t.c.), but it remains for subjects of
national interest (social insurance,
taxation, immigration, civilization, e.t.c.).

Furthermore, the number of the
Commissioners reduces from two (o one
for the big Countries after 2005, as well
as the number of the Members of the
Parliament (For Greece there will be 22
Members of the Parliament instead of
25).

The Leaders of the fifteen
Member-States disagreed on many
articles of the Convention, acting rather
in favor of their national than of the
common European interest. With the
exception of the forthcoming Expansion,
the fifteen Leaders did not find ways of
advancing towards the realization of the
“Political Union”, or towards a decrease
in the “democratic deficit”, e.t.c.

TToofAémelL avaoTdOon TV YPHPuV TV
Mehov, ahha xow Evar VEo oVoTNEO. AMPYMG O
TOPATEWV:

2 MEQUITTMUELG KOUTA TIG OTTOIES TO ZU -
BovAlo eynolvel mEOTOON, REOEQYOHEVT) ATTO
v Emtgonn, ywo tnv Eyxguom ataitoivial
258 YnpoL ex 342 ol amhi wheroynepio tomv
Kgotovy Mehv.

g Oheg TG AAAEG TTEQLILTMOELS OITOLTOV-
VTOL YL TV Ay plag amogaong 258 Yrigot,
alla xol TAELOYN QLR TWY VO TEITWY TMV
Xwowv Melav, evod 1) avaoTEALoVo peLo-
Pnela onuepa ogiletal oe 89 Prgpoug.

EE alhov, xabe Koatog Méhog £xe T
duvatomta va Oétel BEpa «dumhig mhgio-
PNPLAG? , TQORELUEVOU VL SLEURQIVICOEL £Cv
1 TAELOYPTPLOL TOV PYAPOY AVTLTQOCWITEVEL
ToUAdyLooV 10 62% Twv Evpwrainv [Tok-
TQV.

Ex ntogalhnhov, natogyeiton o dixnaiw-
e dounong veto oe 29 Topeig mohitinng (SLo-
QLOPOG avewtdtwy aEtwpatolywy, eEwTept-
%OL GUVOQLOXOL EXEYXOL 1.0L.), SLLTNQEOVUEVO,
EV TOVTOLG, €L 0810 4G LnTtnudtoy 0vino
OUUPEQOVTOG (ROLVIVIRTIG AOPAMONG, (POQO-
AOYLULG, HETOVAOTEVONS, TTOMTIOLOV %.(L.).

Andpn, tpofAémeTan PEImON Tov aLdpov
twv Enrtgdmwv («xavouvs o Meydheg Xmpeg
a0 10 £1og 2005 p.X. TOV £V EX TWV OMUEQL-
vV 800), TEOPAETETOL PELWON TOV AQLONOY
twv EvpwBoukevtoy ».a. (n EAGda Oa gxel
TAEov 22 avTi 25).

Katd tou nepévou mg ev Aoyw Suvonmung
AETVTDONHAY OLAPORES ULTLATELS, OL KUQLO)-
TEQES TWV OMOLWY E0TLALOVTAL ETL TOU ONLion,
ot ov Hyéteg tov déna mévie Xwoponv Mehmv
15 Evpwmainng "Evoang é6eoav vmepivew O-
AWV TOLETTL UEQOUG EBVINGL «TUIPEQOVTA» UL O-
XL TO ELOHMTEQO «TUPEQOV» TNG 18Eac TN
"Evoong, (TAnV «Thg mQOETOLUAOIUG» YL TV
HEAROVELXT] SLEVQUVOT) THG), TO OTTOLO «TULKPE-
QOV» TEQUACUBOVEL TNV «TTQOOTTLHI» TNG JTOML-
TURT|G EVIONG HOL TNV «PELWOT TOU SNPOXQ-
TV EMEPUPOTOG K. O

H EMag wg mpog 1o Bgpa g emxvom-
OMS TOV XEWEVOU TNG £V AOY®W ZuvOnung axo-
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Furthermore, Greece followed the
usual procedure for the ratification of the
Convention: discussion between the
Members of the adequate Parliamentary
Committee, discussion between the
Members of the Parliament in Unisom,
criticism and vote. This procedure was
also followed for the ratification of the
Convention of Maastriht and Amster-
dam. Unfortunately, there was not T.V.
coverage of the debate of the Convention
in the Parliament, because the channels
are interested in subjects of less
importance.

Finally, the proposal of the
Commissioner, Ms Anna DIAMANTO-
POULOU, for the ban of discriminations
between the temporary and permanent
employees, instead of the reaction of
certain Governments, establishes a new
labour status in the European Union.
(See relative publication in another
column of the current issue).

Therefore, the subject in question is
the following: do people have to be
optimistic for the future of the European
Union or not? Pessimists take a gloomy
view of things, because, as they said, “the
Members of the European Constitu-
tional Meeting agreed on subjects which
concerned the past and not the future of
the E.U.”

From my point of view, optimists for
the time being gain ground, because men
who by nature stand between the past
and the future, finally turn towards on
behalf of the future and between the
sunset and the sunrise, they prefer the
sunset, while according to Omer, alter
sunset, the sun rises through the sweetest
rose finger lo.
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hovOnoe Ty ouviO1) TeaxTk) Tig: cuinT-
on peTaEv Twv Mehov tg oweiag Emtgomnig
tou KowvofBouiiov, oulitgon petal tov
Mehav tou Kowvofoukiov ev Oloueheia, o-
VIEYRANGELG, YNPOPOQILU, EYHELON, OTIWC (A
Awg te eixe ovpfel xat weel twv ZuvOnrmv
MaaoTouxT ®aL ApoTEQVTOL.

Enmionpaivetal to Ausneov @awvopevo
NG ENAELPNG OVOLACTIRDG OLOLG STTTOTE dno-
TLOTNTAG KoL TOV OVENTHOEWY £V Tw Kowvo-
Povhiw xai TG peyiotng onuaotog tov dua-
1aEewv TG ZuvOnxrNg, Moy®w aTuxols cuyKy-
olag mEoPoh)g AWy OepdTwy TNAEORTIRMY
EXTTOUTIDV.

- Téhog, oL mpotdoag thg Emtedmou xvu-
otag Avvag AIAMANTOITOYAOQY meoi e-
Edhenmg, vno npoimobeoels, Twv Stongioe-
OV pETaED PoVipwV VTEATAWY %o TQOow-
QMG EQYALOPEVIV TOU LWTXOD Topda S1)-
HOVQYOUY TNV TROOTTIXY) £VOG VEOU EQYL-
oLanov TOTLOV, TO 07Tt OTLWG RATEElX O £X
10V avildedoewy wolopivay KuBeovijoewmv
dev eivan hantéows embupntd (PAémete ou-
vaupeg dNpooieupa og dhheg oehidec Tou avd
XELQUG TEVYOUS).

Toltwv obtwg exOVTMY, ®aTd TNV MQO-
oL Expoaon todatdv AQpoyedpwy Ti-
OeTo 1O QTN EQV TTRETEL TTOLG EVOLALPEQOD-
HEVOS TEQL TOL EVQWITOIXA OEPUTA VAL GUpE-
piletar TV alotddokn amoym mepl xakopv
npooexmv eEehifewy N edv moEmeL v quvta-
x0el pe Ty Opdda twv amaioiddoEwv, ot o-
moieL 9ev SLOTALOUV VO OWAOTV avapepdpe-
voLzu.y. oto Méh tig Evpwmaintic Suvtoxti-
nig ZUVELEVONG, OTL «TTOMAG €E auTdv avi)-
%OVY 0T0 TTateehDOV xaL WAAAOY duoyeoc o-
papatilovtal to pedhov trg E.E.».

Kot v tomewn aroym tou umoyedgpo-
v1og oL auatddoEoL nedllovv mog To maedy
TV pden, £0T % «ug Sropoedt oTHBoucs, Se-
doptvov, ot oL AvBpwmol ex oswg peTaEl
moQEADOVTOG How LEAAOVTOG OTQEPOVTOL TTOOC
10 OgUTEQO, HETAED HVOVTOE KAl avaTEAAOVTOG
NALOU TEOTLHOUVY TOV SEVTEQO, O OTOLOC EMEN-
O avatéhet, xaté tov ‘Opneov, ev pdom Tg
yAvrutag pododoxtirov Holg...



