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1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:
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1. The term comes from Sociologist Ruth GLASS, 1912-1940. Ruth GLASS was born in
Berlin, where she made her first studies. In 1932 she published an important study entitled:
Youth Unemployment. The same year she left Germany and after continuous movements for
studies and research in Geneva, Prague, London and New York she came back to London, where
in 1943 she published studies regarding city planning. In 1950 she became teacher in the
University College of London, where she continued her social research. Her public action and
her work are characterized by a passion for justice. See also: COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY.
10th edit. Wil. COLLINS SONS AND Co Ltd. London 2009. WIKIPEDIA: The Free Encyclopedia:
Gentrification: G. ALEXANDRI: Abstract. http://www.uncanny.net/ wetzel/gentry.htm
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competence of state affairs in their Region, based on Article 101 of current
Constitution.3

Abolition of the 13 Regions of the Government Decree of 6/3/1987. 13 new
Regions come in their place (Organizations of second grade local government)
along with the municipalities (Organizations of first grade) as an expression of
popular sovereignty, they consist a fundamental institution of the Greek public life,
as guaranteed by the provisions of Article 102 of the current Constitution4 and the
European Charter of Local Self-Government.5

Abolition from 1/1/2011 of the Prefecture, Local Government of second grade,
as it was provided by Law 1622/1986 (which ultimately was not implemented
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3. Article 101 of current Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ  State’s administration is organized according to the decentralized system. 
ñ Administrative division of the country is formed on the basis of geo-economic, social and

transport conditions. 
ñ Regional Institutions of the State generally have decisive competence on issues of their

province. Central Government, apart from special cases, has the general direction, coordination
and control of legitimacy of the Regional institutions as provided by law. 

ñ Common legislator and Administration, when they act normative, they are obliged to take
into account the special conditions of island and mountainous areas, ensuring their growth. 

Article 101A 
Where Constitution provides for the establishment and operation of an Independent

Authority, its Members are appointed for a fixed tenure and they are governed by personal and
functional independence, as specified by law. 

4. Article 102 of the Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ Administration of local affairs belongs to Local Government Organizations of first and second

grade.
To Local Government Organizations there is presumption of competence for the

administration of local affaires. Law defines the extend and types of local affairs and the
distribution between each grade. Law may delegate to Local Government organizations the
exercise of powers that consist state’s mission.

ñ Local Government Organizations have administrative and financial autonomy. Their
authorities are elected by universal and secret voting, as provided by law. 

ñ Law may provide the establishment of compulsory or voluntary associations of Local
Government Organizations for works or provision of services.  These associations may be
administrated by elected bodies

ñ State exercises supervision over Local Government Organizations, which concerns solely to
legitimacy control and it is not allowed to block their initiative and freedom of action. Legitimacy
control is exercised as provided by law. Disciplinary sanctions to elected bodies of local
administration, apart from cases involving automatic deduction or idleness, are being applied
only with the consent of a Council, consisted at majority of regular judges, as provided by law. 

ñ The State takes all the legislative, regulatory and fiscal measures needed to ensure economic
independence and provides the necessary resources for the accomplishment of the tasks and the
exercise of competences of Local Government Organizations with simultaneous ensuring of
transparency in the management of these resources. Law defines the relative with the and
distribution, among Local Government Organizations of taxes or fees, determined in their favour, and
collected by State. Each transferral of competences from state’s central or regional bodies to Local
Government implies transfer of corresponding resources. Law provides the relative regarding
definition and collecting of local revenues directly from Local Government organizations.

5. Because of their importance, issues of Local Government Organizations have become
subject of a series of Conferences, International Conferences as well as regulations at 
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the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:

In a sense, the phenomenon is due to a trend of a new category of social groups
to “return” to the city, leaving the purlieus for several reasons: high costs in money
and time to travel from the purlieus to downtown, where work place is, lack of the
sense of safety at the distributed residencies outside town centres, search for better
services of health, education, entertainment “at the heart of the city”, (possibly)
lower living cost of,“withdrawal” from private car easier access to markets, etc.

According to another approach, the phenomenon is due to a systematic and
long-term informal effort by organized groups, manufacturers, brokers of buying
and selling real estate, etc., for the depreciation initially of part of the urban web, in
a variety of ways, in order to achieve the “assisted”, “voluntary”, (actually
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απαγορεύει και ποινικοποιεί γενικά, χωρίς να θέτει οποιαδήποτε εξαίρεση, 
περιορισμό ή προϋπόθεση, τη σεξουαλική εκμετάλλευση ή την κακοποίηση 
ανηλίκων. 

Είχα υποβάλει τότε ότι στη βάση όλων όσων έχουν τεθεί ενώπιον του 
Δικαστηρίου σε σχέση με τα γεγονότα που περιβάλλουν την υπό συζήτηση 
υπόθεση και τον τρόπο που αυτά εξελίχθηκαν, δεν υπάρχει αμφιβολία ότι οι 
πράξεις που περιγράφονται στο κατηγορητήριο, αποτελούν πράξεις 
σεξουαλικής δραστηριότητας που εκδηλώθηκε στα πλαίσια της σεξουαλικής 
εκμετάλλευσης που η Ανήλικη θυγατέρα υπέστη από τον κατηγορούμενο. Ο 
τελευταίος, όχι μόνο την παρότρυνε εκμεταλλευόμενος την παιδική 
αθωότητα και τη σχέση του ως πατέρας με το θύμα, αλλά και το φόβο που 
ένοιωθε το θύμα στην τρυφερή αυτή ηλικία με την εν γένει συμπεριφορά του 
πατέρα της, να επιδίδεται, να συμμετέχει και να ανέχεται υπό τις περιστάσεις 
τις πιο πάνω πράξεις, χωρίς η ίδια να έχει ορθή ή και καθόλου επίγνωση και 
συναίσθηση της σεξουαλικής λειτουργίας, τελώντας σε σύγχυση ως προς την 
ορθή διάσταση των πραγμάτων σε σχέση με το ευρύτερο ζήτημα των 
σχέσεων μεταξύ των δύο φύλων, αλλά επιπρόσθετα, την κατηύθυνε προς 
τούτο, εξαναγκάζοντας την να λειτουργήσει και να συμμετάσχει σε αυτές. 

Βεβαίως για τους σκοπούς απόδειξης των αδικημάτων που 
προβλέπονται στον παρόντα Νόμο, δεν απαιτείται ενισχυτική μαρτυρία. Το 
Δικαστήριο, νοουμένου ότι αποδέχεται τη μαρτυρία ενός παραπονούμενου 
για σεξουαλικό αδίκημα, ακόμα και ανήλικου, μπορεί να ενεργήσει πάνω σε 
αυτήν και η καταδίκη ενός κατηγορούμενου μπορεί να θεμελιωθεί στη βάση 
της μαρτυρίας του παραπονούμενου, αφού βεβαίως προηγουμένως το 
Δικαστήριο προειδοποιήσει κατάλληλα τον εαυτό του για τον κίνδυνο που 
υπάρχει, όταν πρόκειται να στηριχθεί μόνο σε τέτοια μαρτυρία, χωρίς 
ενίσχυση (βλ. Θεοδώρου ν. Αστυνομίας (1971) 2 Α.Α.Δ. 245 και Νικολάου ν. 
Δημοκρατίας (2000) 2 Α.Α.Δ. 390). Θα πρέπει παράλληλα να σημειωθεί, ότι η 
δυνατότητα αυτή παρέχεται μόνο στις περιπτώσεις που δεν καλύπτονται από 
την επιτακτική νομοθετική πρόνοια του άρθρου 9 για το ζήτημα, του περί 
Αποδείξεως Νόμου.   

Βάσει της ανωτέρω ανάλυσης, διαφαίνεται και επιβεβαιώνεται η 
δυσκολία αλλά και η ιδιαιτερότητα σε ό,τι αφορά στη στοιχειοθέτηση και 
παρουσίαση υποθέσεων αιμομιξίας ενώπιον των Δικαστηρίων. Η λήψη 
καταθέσεων από εξειδικευμένους ανακριτές, η παράθεση μαρτυρίας 
εμπειρογνωμόνων που συνήθως είναι Ειδικοί ψυχολόγοι, η παρέλευση -στις 
πλείστες των περιπτώσεων- μεγάλου χρονικού διαστήματος από τη διάπραξη 
του αδικήματος μέχρι την εξωτερίκευση, από μέρους του θύματος, των όσων 
βίωσε στο οικογενειακό περιβάλλον και τέλος η αντιπαράθεση μαρτυρίας 
προσώπων προερχόμενων από την ίδια οικογένεια, συνθέτουν το παζλ για το 
οποίο αναφερθήκαμε στην αρχή μιας ιδιάζουσας κατηγορίας ποινικού 
αδικήματος.  

Ο Χάρτης των Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων 
της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης 

Λυσιτελείς ρυθμίσεις, ατελείς προσεγγίσεις 
 

Της κυρίας Αρτ. Δ. ΣΑΒΒΙΔΟΥ 
Υποψ. Διδ., Μέλους Ειδ. Διδ. Προσ. 

Πανεπ. ΝΕΑΠΟΛΙΣ, Πάφος, Δικηγόρου 
 

 Τα τρέχοντα τραγικά γεγονότα επί παγκοσμίου, διεθνούς, 
ευρωπαϊκού και εθνικού επιπέδου, (περιφερειακές πολεμικές συρράξεις, 
απροσδόκητη μεγάλη αύξηση των εν γένει μεταναστευτικών ροών - και 
ιδίως προς τα Κράτη - Μέλη της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης -, προβλήματα εκ 
περιβαλλοντικών αιτιών κ.ά.), θέτουν επί τάπητος για πολλοστή φορά το 
περίφημο ζήτημα της προστασίας των Ανθρωπίνων Δικαιωμάτων εν γένει 
επί βάσεως καθολικής, ανεξαρτήτως φύλλου, φυλής, εθνικότητας κ.ά. 
παραμέτρων. 
 Το όλο ζήτημα προσλαμβάνει ιδιάζουσα σημασία όταν ο μη 
σεβασμός αυτών των Δικαιωμάτων προέρχεται από μέλη συντεταγμένων 
πολιτικώς και διεπομένων υπό καθεστώς Διεθνών / Διμερών Συνθηκών 
Δομών, ως έχει παρατηρηθεί προσφάτως από Κράτη Μέλη της 
Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, τα οποία κάθε άλλο παρά εφήρμοσαν διατάξεις του 
Χάρτη των Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, κειμένου 
συνακολουθούντος τις Ενοποιημένες Συνθήκες της Ένωσης.  
 Σημειώνεται,  προ πάσης άλλης αναφοράς στον εν λόγω Χάρτη, ότι 
σε επί μέρους ρυθμίσεις του είναι εμφανής η επιρροή αντιστοίχων 
διατάξεων της Ευρωπαϊκής Σύμβασης Ανθρωπίνων Δικαιωμάτων, 
(προκειμένου περί Ελλάδας Ν.Δ. 53 της 19/20 Σεπτεμβρίου 1974 περί 
κυρώσεως της εν Ρώμη υπογραφείσης Συμβάσεως δια την προάσπισιν 
των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου και των Θεμελιωδών Ελευθεριών και 
των Προσθέτων Πρωτοκόλλων 11 και 14 και προκειμένου περί Κύπρου 
αντίστοιχος Ν. 32/1962). 
 Η Σύμβαση έχει υπογραφεί στην Ρώμη την 4η Νοεμβρίου 1950 και 
αναφέρονται εδώ ενδεικτικώς τα εξής1: 
 Κυρούται και κτάται ισχύν νόμου η εν Ρώμη την 4ην Νοεμβρίου 
1950 υπογραφείσα υπό την αιγίδα του Συμβουλίου της Ευρώπης 
Σύμβασις «διά την Προάσπισιν των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου και των 
Θεμελιωδών Ελευθεριών, ως και το Πρόσθετον εις αυτήν Πρωτόκολλον 
των Παρισίων της 20ης Μαρτίου 1952 (άρθρο πρώτο). 
                                                           

1 Διατηρείται η γλώσσα των επισήμων κειμένων. 
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competence of state affairs in their Region, based on Article 101 of current
Constitution.3

Abolition of the 13 Regions of the Government Decree of 6/3/1987. 13 new
Regions come in their place (Organizations of second grade local government)
along with the municipalities (Organizations of first grade) as an expression of
popular sovereignty, they consist a fundamental institution of the Greek public life,
as guaranteed by the provisions of Article 102 of the current Constitution4 and the
European Charter of Local Self-Government.5

Abolition from 1/1/2011 of the Prefecture, Local Government of second grade,
as it was provided by Law 1622/1986 (which ultimately was not implemented
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3. Article 101 of current Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ  State’s administration is organized according to the decentralized system. 
ñ Administrative division of the country is formed on the basis of geo-economic, social and

transport conditions. 
ñ Regional Institutions of the State generally have decisive competence on issues of their

province. Central Government, apart from special cases, has the general direction, coordination
and control of legitimacy of the Regional institutions as provided by law. 

ñ Common legislator and Administration, when they act normative, they are obliged to take
into account the special conditions of island and mountainous areas, ensuring their growth. 

Article 101A 
Where Constitution provides for the establishment and operation of an Independent

Authority, its Members are appointed for a fixed tenure and they are governed by personal and
functional independence, as specified by law. 

4. Article 102 of the Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ Administration of local affairs belongs to Local Government Organizations of first and second

grade.
To Local Government Organizations there is presumption of competence for the

administration of local affaires. Law defines the extend and types of local affairs and the
distribution between each grade. Law may delegate to Local Government organizations the
exercise of powers that consist state’s mission.

ñ Local Government Organizations have administrative and financial autonomy. Their
authorities are elected by universal and secret voting, as provided by law. 

ñ Law may provide the establishment of compulsory or voluntary associations of Local
Government Organizations for works or provision of services.  These associations may be
administrated by elected bodies

ñ State exercises supervision over Local Government Organizations, which concerns solely to
legitimacy control and it is not allowed to block their initiative and freedom of action. Legitimacy
control is exercised as provided by law. Disciplinary sanctions to elected bodies of local
administration, apart from cases involving automatic deduction or idleness, are being applied
only with the consent of a Council, consisted at majority of regular judges, as provided by law. 

ñ The State takes all the legislative, regulatory and fiscal measures needed to ensure economic
independence and provides the necessary resources for the accomplishment of the tasks and the
exercise of competences of Local Government Organizations with simultaneous ensuring of
transparency in the management of these resources. Law defines the relative with the and
distribution, among Local Government Organizations of taxes or fees, determined in their favour, and
collected by State. Each transferral of competences from state’s central or regional bodies to Local
Government implies transfer of corresponding resources. Law provides the relative regarding
definition and collecting of local revenues directly from Local Government organizations.

5. Because of their importance, issues of Local Government Organizations have become
subject of a series of Conferences, International Conferences as well as regulations at 
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 Αι Συμβαλλόμεναι Κυβερνήσεις, μέλη του Συμβουλίου της 
Ευρώπης. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν την Παγκόσμιον Δήλωσιν των Δικαιωμάτων του 
Ανθρώπου, ην διεκήρυξεν η Γενική Συνέλευσις των Ηνωμένων Εθνών την 
10ην Δεκεμβρίου 1948. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν ότι η Δήλωσις αύτη τείνει εις την εξασφάλισιν 
της αναγνωρίσεως και την παγκόσμιον και αποτελεσματικήν εφαρμογήν 
των δικαιωμάτων άτινα αναφέρονται εις αυτήν. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν ότι σκοπός του Συμβουλίου της Ευρώπης είναι η 
πραγματοποίησις στενοτέρας ενότητος μεταξύ των Μελών αυτού, και ότι 
εν των μέσων προς επίτευξιν του σκοπού τούτου είναι η προάσπισις και η 
ανάπτυξις των δικαιωμάτων του ανθρώπου και των θεμελιωδών 
ελευθεριών. 
 Επιβεβαιούσαι την βαθεία αυτών προσήλωσιν εις τας θεμελιώδεις 
ταύτας ελευθερίας αίτινες αποτελούσι αυτό τούτο το βάθρον της 
δικαιοσύνης και της ειρήνης εν κόσμω και των οποίων η διατήρησις 
στηρίζεται ουσιαστικώς επί πολιτικού καθεστώτος αληθώς δημοκρατικού 
αφ’ ενός και αφ’ ετέρου, επί κοινής αντιλήψεως και κοινού σεβασμού των 
δικαιωμάτων του ανθρώπου τα οποία διεκδικούν. 
 Αποφασισμέναι, όπως ως Κυβερνήσεις Ευρωπαϊκών Κρατών 
εμπνεόμεναι υπό κοινών ιδεωδών και έχουσαι κοινήν κληρονομίαν 
πολιτικών παραδόσεων και ιδεωδών σεβασμού της ελευθερίας και του 
δικαίου, λάβωσι τα πρώτα κατάλληλα μέτρα όπως διασφαλίσωσι την 
συλλογικήν εγγύησιν ωρισμένων, εκ των αναφερομένων εν τη Παγκοσίω 
Δηλώσει δικαιωμάτων. 
 Συνεφώνησαν τα ακόλουθα: 
 Μέρος 1ον 
 Δικαιώματα και Ελευθερίες 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Μέρος 2ον 
 Ευρωπαϊκό Δικαστήριο των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Μέρος 3ον 
 Διάφορες διατάξεις 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Πρώτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Παρίσι, 20 Μαρτίου 1952 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Τέταρτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Στρασβούργο, 16 Σεπτεμβρίου 1962 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 Εκ τον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Εχει υιοθετηθεί αναδρομικώς από 1ης Μαρτίου 1985 με απόφαση 
της 28ης Απριλίου 1923, Στρασβούργο 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Έβδομον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει υιοθετηθεί την 22α Νοεμβρίου 1984, Στρασβούργο, ετέθη σε 
ισχύ την 1η Νοεμβρίου 1988. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Δέκατον Τρίτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει εγκριθεί την 1η Μαΐου 2002, Βίλνιους και ετέθη σε ισχύ την 1η 
Ιουλίου 2003. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Δέκατο τέταρτον Πρόσθετο Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει υιοθετηθεί την 12η Μαΐου 2004, Στρασβούργο. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Υπό την επίνευση, λοιπόν, ρυθμίσεων ως οι αναφερθείσες, ο 
Χάρτης των Θεμελιωδών, Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης είναι 
«προΐόν» πολλαπλών διαβουλεύσεων, ενώ η τελική απόφαση των Οικείων 
Οργάνων της Ένωσης για την σύνταξη του τελικού κειμένου έχει ληφθεί 
κατά την Διάσκεψη του Ευρωπαϊκού Συμβουλίου της Κολωνίας 3 και 4 
Ιουνίου 19992. 
 Τελικώς, το σχετικό κείμενο εγκρίθηκε υπό του  Ευρωπαϊκού 
Κοινοβουλίου, του Συμβουλίου και της Επιτροπής της Ευρωπαϊκής 
Ένωσης την 7η Δεκεμβρίου 2000 κατά την Σύνοδο της Νίκαιας, ενώ η 
Συνθήκη της Λισσαβώνας της 13ης Δεκεμβρίου 2007 έχει περιλάβει την 
ακόλουθη ρύθμιση περί του Χάρτη: 
 
 Τελική Πράξη, Η΄ Παράρτημα, Δήλωση σχετικώς με τον Χάρτη των 
Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης. 
 Ο Χάρτης των Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, 
ο οποίος έχει νομικώς δεσμευτική ισχύ, επιβεβαιώνει τα θεμελιώδη 
δικαιώματα, τα οποία διασφαλίζει η Ευρωπαϊκή Σύμβαση για την 
Προάσπιση των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου και των Θεμελιωδών 
Ελευθεριών, όπως προκύπτουν από τις συνταγματικές παραδόσεις, οι 
οποίες είναι κοινές στα Κράτη Μέλη. 
 Ο Χάρτης περιλαμβάνει σε ένα ενιαίο κείμενο εξ επτά Κεφαλαίων 
το σύνολο των Πολιτικών, Κοινωνικών και Οικονομικών Δικαιωμάτων 
                                                           

2 Βλ. σχετικές λεπτομέρειες στο Κωνστ. ΓΕ. ΑΘΑΝΑΣΟΠΟΥΛΟΣ: Το Δίκαιο της 
Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, νέα εκδ. Επιστ. Συμβ. Β. ΔΕΛΗΘΕΟΥ, Ελ. ΚΑΒΒΑΔΙΑ. Αθήναι, 2008, 
σελ. 142 επόμ. 

64



GENTRIFICATION 
Definition, Types of intervention,

Concerns

By Mr. George-Sp. C. ATHANASSOPOULOS
Student of the School of Architecture

Technical University of Crete

1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:
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1. The term comes from Sociologist Ruth GLASS, 1912-1940. Ruth GLASS was born in
Berlin, where she made her first studies. In 1932 she published an important study entitled:
Youth Unemployment. The same year she left Germany and after continuous movements for
studies and research in Geneva, Prague, London and New York she came back to London, where
in 1943 she published studies regarding city planning. In 1950 she became teacher in the
University College of London, where she continued her social research. Her public action and
her work are characterized by a passion for justice. See also: COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY.
10th edit. Wil. COLLINS SONS AND Co Ltd. London 2009. WIKIPEDIA: The Free Encyclopedia:
Gentrification: G. ALEXANDRI: Abstract. http://www.uncanny.net/ wetzel/gentry.htm
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competence of state affairs in their Region, based on Article 101 of current
Constitution.3

Abolition of the 13 Regions of the Government Decree of 6/3/1987. 13 new
Regions come in their place (Organizations of second grade local government)
along with the municipalities (Organizations of first grade) as an expression of
popular sovereignty, they consist a fundamental institution of the Greek public life,
as guaranteed by the provisions of Article 102 of the current Constitution4 and the
European Charter of Local Self-Government.5

Abolition from 1/1/2011 of the Prefecture, Local Government of second grade,
as it was provided by Law 1622/1986 (which ultimately was not implemented

24
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3. Article 101 of current Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ  State’s administration is organized according to the decentralized system. 
ñ Administrative division of the country is formed on the basis of geo-economic, social and

transport conditions. 
ñ Regional Institutions of the State generally have decisive competence on issues of their

province. Central Government, apart from special cases, has the general direction, coordination
and control of legitimacy of the Regional institutions as provided by law. 

ñ Common legislator and Administration, when they act normative, they are obliged to take
into account the special conditions of island and mountainous areas, ensuring their growth. 

Article 101A 
Where Constitution provides for the establishment and operation of an Independent

Authority, its Members are appointed for a fixed tenure and they are governed by personal and
functional independence, as specified by law. 

4. Article 102 of the Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ Administration of local affairs belongs to Local Government Organizations of first and second

grade.
To Local Government Organizations there is presumption of competence for the

administration of local affaires. Law defines the extend and types of local affairs and the
distribution between each grade. Law may delegate to Local Government organizations the
exercise of powers that consist state’s mission.

ñ Local Government Organizations have administrative and financial autonomy. Their
authorities are elected by universal and secret voting, as provided by law. 

ñ Law may provide the establishment of compulsory or voluntary associations of Local
Government Organizations for works or provision of services.  These associations may be
administrated by elected bodies

ñ State exercises supervision over Local Government Organizations, which concerns solely to
legitimacy control and it is not allowed to block their initiative and freedom of action. Legitimacy
control is exercised as provided by law. Disciplinary sanctions to elected bodies of local
administration, apart from cases involving automatic deduction or idleness, are being applied
only with the consent of a Council, consisted at majority of regular judges, as provided by law. 

ñ The State takes all the legislative, regulatory and fiscal measures needed to ensure economic
independence and provides the necessary resources for the accomplishment of the tasks and the
exercise of competences of Local Government Organizations with simultaneous ensuring of
transparency in the management of these resources. Law defines the relative with the and
distribution, among Local Government Organizations of taxes or fees, determined in their favour, and
collected by State. Each transferral of competences from state’s central or regional bodies to Local
Government implies transfer of corresponding resources. Law provides the relative regarding
definition and collecting of local revenues directly from Local Government organizations.

5. Because of their importance, issues of Local Government Organizations have become
subject of a series of Conferences, International Conferences as well as regulations at 
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Architect

1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:

In a sense, the phenomenon is due to a trend of a new category of social groups
to “return” to the city, leaving the purlieus for several reasons: high costs in money
and time to travel from the purlieus to downtown, where work place is, lack of the
sense of safety at the distributed residencies outside town centres, search for better
services of health, education, entertainment “at the heart of the city”, (possibly)
lower living cost of,“withdrawal” from private car easier access to markets, etc.

According to another approach, the phenomenon is due to a systematic and
long-term informal effort by organized groups, manufacturers, brokers of buying
and selling real estate, etc., for the depreciation initially of part of the urban web, in
a variety of ways, in order to achieve the “assisted”, “voluntary”, (actually
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1114

 Αι Συμβαλλόμεναι Κυβερνήσεις, μέλη του Συμβουλίου της 
Ευρώπης. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν την Παγκόσμιον Δήλωσιν των Δικαιωμάτων του 
Ανθρώπου, ην διεκήρυξεν η Γενική Συνέλευσις των Ηνωμένων Εθνών την 
10ην Δεκεμβρίου 1948. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν ότι η Δήλωσις αύτη τείνει εις την εξασφάλισιν 
της αναγνωρίσεως και την παγκόσμιον και αποτελεσματικήν εφαρμογήν 
των δικαιωμάτων άτινα αναφέρονται εις αυτήν. 
 Έχουσαι υπ’ όψιν ότι σκοπός του Συμβουλίου της Ευρώπης είναι η 
πραγματοποίησις στενοτέρας ενότητος μεταξύ των Μελών αυτού, και ότι 
εν των μέσων προς επίτευξιν του σκοπού τούτου είναι η προάσπισις και η 
ανάπτυξις των δικαιωμάτων του ανθρώπου και των θεμελιωδών 
ελευθεριών. 
 Επιβεβαιούσαι την βαθεία αυτών προσήλωσιν εις τας θεμελιώδεις 
ταύτας ελευθερίας αίτινες αποτελούσι αυτό τούτο το βάθρον της 
δικαιοσύνης και της ειρήνης εν κόσμω και των οποίων η διατήρησις 
στηρίζεται ουσιαστικώς επί πολιτικού καθεστώτος αληθώς δημοκρατικού 
αφ’ ενός και αφ’ ετέρου, επί κοινής αντιλήψεως και κοινού σεβασμού των 
δικαιωμάτων του ανθρώπου τα οποία διεκδικούν. 
 Αποφασισμέναι, όπως ως Κυβερνήσεις Ευρωπαϊκών Κρατών 
εμπνεόμεναι υπό κοινών ιδεωδών και έχουσαι κοινήν κληρονομίαν 
πολιτικών παραδόσεων και ιδεωδών σεβασμού της ελευθερίας και του 
δικαίου, λάβωσι τα πρώτα κατάλληλα μέτρα όπως διασφαλίσωσι την 
συλλογικήν εγγύησιν ωρισμένων, εκ των αναφερομένων εν τη Παγκοσίω 
Δηλώσει δικαιωμάτων. 
 Συνεφώνησαν τα ακόλουθα: 
 Μέρος 1ον 
 Δικαιώματα και Ελευθερίες 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Μέρος 2ον 
 Ευρωπαϊκό Δικαστήριο των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Μέρος 3ον 
 Διάφορες διατάξεις 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Πρώτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Παρίσι, 20 Μαρτίου 1952 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Τέταρτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Στρασβούργο, 16 Σεπτεμβρίου 1962 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 Εκ τον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Εχει υιοθετηθεί αναδρομικώς από 1ης Μαρτίου 1985 με απόφαση 
της 28ης Απριλίου 1923, Στρασβούργο 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Έβδομον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει υιοθετηθεί την 22α Νοεμβρίου 1984, Στρασβούργο, ετέθη σε 
ισχύ την 1η Νοεμβρίου 1988. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Δέκατον Τρίτον Πρόσθετον Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει εγκριθεί την 1η Μαΐου 2002, Βίλνιους και ετέθη σε ισχύ την 1η 
Ιουλίου 2003. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Δέκατο τέταρτον Πρόσθετο Πρωτόκολλον 
 Έχει υιοθετηθεί την 12η Μαΐου 2004, Στρασβούργο. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Υπό την επίνευση, λοιπόν, ρυθμίσεων ως οι αναφερθείσες, ο 
Χάρτης των Θεμελιωδών, Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης είναι 
«προΐόν» πολλαπλών διαβουλεύσεων, ενώ η τελική απόφαση των Οικείων 
Οργάνων της Ένωσης για την σύνταξη του τελικού κειμένου έχει ληφθεί 
κατά την Διάσκεψη του Ευρωπαϊκού Συμβουλίου της Κολωνίας 3 και 4 
Ιουνίου 19992. 
 Τελικώς, το σχετικό κείμενο εγκρίθηκε υπό του  Ευρωπαϊκού 
Κοινοβουλίου, του Συμβουλίου και της Επιτροπής της Ευρωπαϊκής 
Ένωσης την 7η Δεκεμβρίου 2000 κατά την Σύνοδο της Νίκαιας, ενώ η 
Συνθήκη της Λισσαβώνας της 13ης Δεκεμβρίου 2007 έχει περιλάβει την 
ακόλουθη ρύθμιση περί του Χάρτη: 
 
 Τελική Πράξη, Η΄ Παράρτημα, Δήλωση σχετικώς με τον Χάρτη των 
Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης. 
 Ο Χάρτης των Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, 
ο οποίος έχει νομικώς δεσμευτική ισχύ, επιβεβαιώνει τα θεμελιώδη 
δικαιώματα, τα οποία διασφαλίζει η Ευρωπαϊκή Σύμβαση για την 
Προάσπιση των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου και των Θεμελιωδών 
Ελευθεριών, όπως προκύπτουν από τις συνταγματικές παραδόσεις, οι 
οποίες είναι κοινές στα Κράτη Μέλη. 
 Ο Χάρτης περιλαμβάνει σε ένα ενιαίο κείμενο εξ επτά Κεφαλαίων 
το σύνολο των Πολιτικών, Κοινωνικών και Οικονομικών Δικαιωμάτων 
                                                           

2 Βλ. σχετικές λεπτομέρειες στο Κωνστ. ΓΕ. ΑΘΑΝΑΣΟΠΟΥΛΟΣ: Το Δίκαιο της 
Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης, νέα εκδ. Επιστ. Συμβ. Β. ΔΕΛΗΘΕΟΥ, Ελ. ΚΑΒΒΑΔΙΑ. Αθήναι, 2008, 
σελ. 142 επόμ. 
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1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:
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1. The term comes from Sociologist Ruth GLASS, 1912-1940. Ruth GLASS was born in
Berlin, where she made her first studies. In 1932 she published an important study entitled:
Youth Unemployment. The same year she left Germany and after continuous movements for
studies and research in Geneva, Prague, London and New York she came back to London, where
in 1943 she published studies regarding city planning. In 1950 she became teacher in the
University College of London, where she continued her social research. Her public action and
her work are characterized by a passion for justice. See also: COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY.
10th edit. Wil. COLLINS SONS AND Co Ltd. London 2009. WIKIPEDIA: The Free Encyclopedia:
Gentrification: G. ALEXANDRI: Abstract. http://www.uncanny.net/ wetzel/gentry.htm
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competence of state affairs in their Region, based on Article 101 of current
Constitution.3

Abolition of the 13 Regions of the Government Decree of 6/3/1987. 13 new
Regions come in their place (Organizations of second grade local government)
along with the municipalities (Organizations of first grade) as an expression of
popular sovereignty, they consist a fundamental institution of the Greek public life,
as guaranteed by the provisions of Article 102 of the current Constitution4 and the
European Charter of Local Self-Government.5

Abolition from 1/1/2011 of the Prefecture, Local Government of second grade,
as it was provided by Law 1622/1986 (which ultimately was not implemented

24
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3. Article 101 of current Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ  State’s administration is organized according to the decentralized system. 
ñ Administrative division of the country is formed on the basis of geo-economic, social and

transport conditions. 
ñ Regional Institutions of the State generally have decisive competence on issues of their

province. Central Government, apart from special cases, has the general direction, coordination
and control of legitimacy of the Regional institutions as provided by law. 

ñ Common legislator and Administration, when they act normative, they are obliged to take
into account the special conditions of island and mountainous areas, ensuring their growth. 

Article 101A 
Where Constitution provides for the establishment and operation of an Independent

Authority, its Members are appointed for a fixed tenure and they are governed by personal and
functional independence, as specified by law. 

4. Article 102 of the Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ Administration of local affairs belongs to Local Government Organizations of first and second

grade.
To Local Government Organizations there is presumption of competence for the

administration of local affaires. Law defines the extend and types of local affairs and the
distribution between each grade. Law may delegate to Local Government organizations the
exercise of powers that consist state’s mission.

ñ Local Government Organizations have administrative and financial autonomy. Their
authorities are elected by universal and secret voting, as provided by law. 

ñ Law may provide the establishment of compulsory or voluntary associations of Local
Government Organizations for works or provision of services.  These associations may be
administrated by elected bodies

ñ State exercises supervision over Local Government Organizations, which concerns solely to
legitimacy control and it is not allowed to block their initiative and freedom of action. Legitimacy
control is exercised as provided by law. Disciplinary sanctions to elected bodies of local
administration, apart from cases involving automatic deduction or idleness, are being applied
only with the consent of a Council, consisted at majority of regular judges, as provided by law. 

ñ The State takes all the legislative, regulatory and fiscal measures needed to ensure economic
independence and provides the necessary resources for the accomplishment of the tasks and the
exercise of competences of Local Government Organizations with simultaneous ensuring of
transparency in the management of these resources. Law defines the relative with the and
distribution, among Local Government Organizations of taxes or fees, determined in their favour, and
collected by State. Each transferral of competences from state’s central or regional bodies to Local
Government implies transfer of corresponding resources. Law provides the relative regarding
definition and collecting of local revenues directly from Local Government organizations.

5. Because of their importance, issues of Local Government Organizations have become
subject of a series of Conferences, International Conferences as well as regulations at 
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1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:

In a sense, the phenomenon is due to a trend of a new category of social groups
to “return” to the city, leaving the purlieus for several reasons: high costs in money
and time to travel from the purlieus to downtown, where work place is, lack of the
sense of safety at the distributed residencies outside town centres, search for better
services of health, education, entertainment “at the heart of the city”, (possibly)
lower living cost of,“withdrawal” from private car easier access to markets, etc.

According to another approach, the phenomenon is due to a systematic and
long-term informal effort by organized groups, manufacturers, brokers of buying
and selling real estate, etc., for the depreciation initially of part of the urban web, in
a variety of ways, in order to achieve the “assisted”, “voluntary”, (actually
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των Πολιτών των Χωρών Μελών της Ένωσης, αλλά και των διαμενόντων 
εντός της επικρατείας της. 
 Το Προοίμιο του Χάρτη έχει ως εξής: 
 Οι Λαοί της Ευρώπης εγκαθιδρύοντας μεταξύ τους μία διαρκώς 
στενότερη ένωση, αποφάσισαν να μοιραστούν ένα ειρηνικό μέλλον 
θεμελιωμένο σε κοινές αξίες. 
 Η Ένωση, έχοντας επίγνωση της πνευματικής και ηθικής 
κληρονομίας, εδράζεται στις αδιαίρετες και οικουμενικές αξίες της 
αξιοπρέπειας του ανθρώπου, της ελευθερίας, της ισότητας και της 
αλληλεγγύης. ερείδεται στις αρχές της Δημοκρατίας και του Κράτους 
Δικαίου. Η Ένωση τοποθετεί τον άνθρωπο στην καρδιά της δράσης της, 
καθιερώνοντας την ιθαγένεια της Ένωσης και δημιουργώντας ένα χώρο 
ελευθερίας, ασφάλειας και δικαιοσύνης. 
 Η Ένωση συμβάλλει στη διαφύλαξη και την ανάπτυξη αυτών των 
κοινών αξιών, σεβόμενη την πολυμορφία των πολιτισμών και των 
παραδόσεων των Λαών της Ευρώπης, καθώς και την εθνική ταυτότητα ων 
Κρατών Μελών της και την οργάνωση της δημόσιας εξουσίας τους σε 
εθνικό, περιφερειακό και τοπικό επίπεδο. Επιδιώκει να προαγάγει 
ισόρροπη και αειφόρο ανάπτυξη και εγγυάται την ελεύθερη κυκλοφορία 
των προσώπων, των εμπορευμάτων, των υπηρεσιών και των κεφαλαίων, 
καθώς και την ελευθερία εγκατάστασης. 
 Προς τον σκοπό αυτόν, είναι αναγκαίο να ενισχυθεί η προστασία 
των θεμελιωδών δικαιωμάτων υπό το πρίσμα της εξέλιξης της κοινωνίας, 
της κοινωνικής προόδου και των επιστημονικών και τεχνολογικών 
εξελίξεων, καθιστώντας τα πιο αντιληπτά σε ένα Χάρτη. 
 Ο παρών Χάρτης επιβεβαιώνει σεβόμενος τις αρμοδιότητες και τα 
καθήκοντα της Ένωσης, καθώς και την αρχή της επικουρικότητας, τα 
δικαιώματα, που απορρέουν, ιδίως από τις κοινές συνταγματικές 
παραδόσεις και τις διεθνείς υποχρεώσεις των Κρατών Μελών, την 
Ευρωπαϊκή Σύμβαση για την Προάσπιση των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου 
και των Θεμελιωδών Ελευθεριών, τους Κοινωνικούς Χάρτες που έχουν 
υιοθετηθεί από την Ένωση και το Συμβούλιο της Ευρώπης, καθώς και από 
τη νομολογία του Δικαστηρίου της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης και του 
Ευρωπαϊκού Δικαστηρίου των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου. Εν 
προκειμένω, ο Χάρτης θα ερμηνεύεται από τα Δικαστήρια της Ένωσης και 
των Κρατών Μελών, λαμβανομένων δεόντως υπόψη των επεξηγήσεων, 
που καταρτίσθηκαν υπό την εποπτεία του Προεδρείου της Συνέλευσης, 
που συνέταξε τον Χάρτη και αναπροσαρμόστηκαν υπ’ ευθύνη του 
Προεδρείου της Ευρωπαϊκής Συνέλευσης. 
 

 
 Η απόλαυση των δικαιωμάτων αυτών συνεπάγεται ευθύνες και 
καθήκοντα έναντι τόσο των τρίτων, όσο κα της Ανθρώπινης Κοινότητας 
και των μελλοντικών γενεών. 
 Κατά συνέπεια, η Ένωση αναγνωρίζει τα δικαιώματα, τις 
ελευθερίες και τις αρχές που ορίζονται κατωτέρω. 
 Τα σχετικά άρθρα, (και τα επ’ αυτών σχόλια3 στερούμενα νομικής 
ισχύος) έχουν ως εξής: 
 Ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια 
 Η ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια είναι απαραβίαστη. Πρέπει να είναι 
σεβαστή και να προστατεύεται (άρθρο 1). 
 [Η ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια εκλαμβάνεται ως η βάση των 
θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων, κατοχυρώνεται δε και υπό της Οικουμενικής 
Διακηρύξεως των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου του έτους 1948: η 
αξιοπρέπεια αποτελεί το θεμέλιο της Ελευθερίας της Δικαιοσύνης και της 
Ειρήνης στον κόσμο]. 

Συνεχίζεται… 

                                                           
3 Βλ. άλλα στοιχεία στο: ΙΝΣΤΙΤΟΥΤΟ ΑΜΥΝΤΙΚΩΝ ΑΝΑΛΥΣΕΩΝ: Η Ενσωμάτωση 

του Χάρτη Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων στο Ευρωπαϊκό Σύνταγμα, Προλεγόμενα υπό 
Γεωργ. ΠΑΠΑΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΟΥ, Αθήνα, 2003. 
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1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:
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1. The term comes from Sociologist Ruth GLASS, 1912-1940. Ruth GLASS was born in
Berlin, where she made her first studies. In 1932 she published an important study entitled:
Youth Unemployment. The same year she left Germany and after continuous movements for
studies and research in Geneva, Prague, London and New York she came back to London, where
in 1943 she published studies regarding city planning. In 1950 she became teacher in the
University College of London, where she continued her social research. Her public action and
her work are characterized by a passion for justice. See also: COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY.
10th edit. Wil. COLLINS SONS AND Co Ltd. London 2009. WIKIPEDIA: The Free Encyclopedia:
Gentrification: G. ALEXANDRI: Abstract. http://www.uncanny.net/ wetzel/gentry.htm
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competence of state affairs in their Region, based on Article 101 of current
Constitution.3

Abolition of the 13 Regions of the Government Decree of 6/3/1987. 13 new
Regions come in their place (Organizations of second grade local government)
along with the municipalities (Organizations of first grade) as an expression of
popular sovereignty, they consist a fundamental institution of the Greek public life,
as guaranteed by the provisions of Article 102 of the current Constitution4 and the
European Charter of Local Self-Government.5

Abolition from 1/1/2011 of the Prefecture, Local Government of second grade,
as it was provided by Law 1622/1986 (which ultimately was not implemented
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3. Article 101 of current Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ  State’s administration is organized according to the decentralized system. 
ñ Administrative division of the country is formed on the basis of geo-economic, social and

transport conditions. 
ñ Regional Institutions of the State generally have decisive competence on issues of their

province. Central Government, apart from special cases, has the general direction, coordination
and control of legitimacy of the Regional institutions as provided by law. 

ñ Common legislator and Administration, when they act normative, they are obliged to take
into account the special conditions of island and mountainous areas, ensuring their growth. 

Article 101A 
Where Constitution provides for the establishment and operation of an Independent

Authority, its Members are appointed for a fixed tenure and they are governed by personal and
functional independence, as specified by law. 

4. Article 102 of the Constitution 1975/1986/2001/2008: 
ñ Administration of local affairs belongs to Local Government Organizations of first and second

grade.
To Local Government Organizations there is presumption of competence for the

administration of local affaires. Law defines the extend and types of local affairs and the
distribution between each grade. Law may delegate to Local Government organizations the
exercise of powers that consist state’s mission.

ñ Local Government Organizations have administrative and financial autonomy. Their
authorities are elected by universal and secret voting, as provided by law. 

ñ Law may provide the establishment of compulsory or voluntary associations of Local
Government Organizations for works or provision of services.  These associations may be
administrated by elected bodies

ñ State exercises supervision over Local Government Organizations, which concerns solely to
legitimacy control and it is not allowed to block their initiative and freedom of action. Legitimacy
control is exercised as provided by law. Disciplinary sanctions to elected bodies of local
administration, apart from cases involving automatic deduction or idleness, are being applied
only with the consent of a Council, consisted at majority of regular judges, as provided by law. 

ñ The State takes all the legislative, regulatory and fiscal measures needed to ensure economic
independence and provides the necessary resources for the accomplishment of the tasks and the
exercise of competences of Local Government Organizations with simultaneous ensuring of
transparency in the management of these resources. Law defines the relative with the and
distribution, among Local Government Organizations of taxes or fees, determined in their favour, and
collected by State. Each transferral of competences from state’s central or regional bodies to Local
Government implies transfer of corresponding resources. Law provides the relative regarding
definition and collecting of local revenues directly from Local Government organizations.

5. Because of their importance, issues of Local Government Organizations have become
subject of a series of Conferences, International Conferences as well as regulations at 
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1. Introductory approach: Defining the concept 
ANTISTHENIS, the ancient Greek philosopher, (444 BC - 370 BC, Athens),

among other wise heritage he left us, he established a great “principle”: the
acquisition of knowledge starts with the definition of the content of concepts.

Based, therefore, on this “principle” in a first, if not final, approach, the term
gentrification1 (and urban gentrification) is indicated (in the area of Planning) (or
Sociology as well), as the “refining”of a city area, the removal from this, (in various
ways), of social groups, usually of low-income and the placement there of artists,
the operation of art galleries, restaurants,etc.However this “change”, regardless of
whatever other consequences has, results also rising of land prices (and the
potential relative speculation).

The term gentrification is found at first in the UK in early 1960s and it refers to
the then observed trend of wealthy people to buy property in poor areas of
London,upgrade them,stay themselves sometimes there and thus old residents are
being indirectly “squeezed”.

A description of this phenomenon is included in the work of Sociologist Ruth
GLASS at the same period, while similar situations were recorded in other major
cities in Western countries, by other Researchers.

Since then, the issue has preoccupied several scholars and for its more
comprehensive approach are being summarized below, from the various
interpretations of the phenomenon of gentrification, the following:

In a sense, the phenomenon is due to a trend of a new category of social groups
to “return” to the city, leaving the purlieus for several reasons: high costs in money
and time to travel from the purlieus to downtown, where work place is, lack of the
sense of safety at the distributed residencies outside town centres, search for better
services of health, education, entertainment “at the heart of the city”, (possibly)
lower living cost of,“withdrawal” from private car easier access to markets, etc.

According to another approach, the phenomenon is due to a systematic and
long-term informal effort by organized groups, manufacturers, brokers of buying
and selling real estate, etc., for the depreciation initially of part of the urban web, in
a variety of ways, in order to achieve the “assisted”, “voluntary”, (actually
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των Πολιτών των Χωρών Μελών της Ένωσης, αλλά και των διαμενόντων 
εντός της επικρατείας της. 
 Το Προοίμιο του Χάρτη έχει ως εξής: 
 Οι Λαοί της Ευρώπης εγκαθιδρύοντας μεταξύ τους μία διαρκώς 
στενότερη ένωση, αποφάσισαν να μοιραστούν ένα ειρηνικό μέλλον 
θεμελιωμένο σε κοινές αξίες. 
 Η Ένωση, έχοντας επίγνωση της πνευματικής και ηθικής 
κληρονομίας, εδράζεται στις αδιαίρετες και οικουμενικές αξίες της 
αξιοπρέπειας του ανθρώπου, της ελευθερίας, της ισότητας και της 
αλληλεγγύης. ερείδεται στις αρχές της Δημοκρατίας και του Κράτους 
Δικαίου. Η Ένωση τοποθετεί τον άνθρωπο στην καρδιά της δράσης της, 
καθιερώνοντας την ιθαγένεια της Ένωσης και δημιουργώντας ένα χώρο 
ελευθερίας, ασφάλειας και δικαιοσύνης. 
 Η Ένωση συμβάλλει στη διαφύλαξη και την ανάπτυξη αυτών των 
κοινών αξιών, σεβόμενη την πολυμορφία των πολιτισμών και των 
παραδόσεων των Λαών της Ευρώπης, καθώς και την εθνική ταυτότητα ων 
Κρατών Μελών της και την οργάνωση της δημόσιας εξουσίας τους σε 
εθνικό, περιφερειακό και τοπικό επίπεδο. Επιδιώκει να προαγάγει 
ισόρροπη και αειφόρο ανάπτυξη και εγγυάται την ελεύθερη κυκλοφορία 
των προσώπων, των εμπορευμάτων, των υπηρεσιών και των κεφαλαίων, 
καθώς και την ελευθερία εγκατάστασης. 
 Προς τον σκοπό αυτόν, είναι αναγκαίο να ενισχυθεί η προστασία 
των θεμελιωδών δικαιωμάτων υπό το πρίσμα της εξέλιξης της κοινωνίας, 
της κοινωνικής προόδου και των επιστημονικών και τεχνολογικών 
εξελίξεων, καθιστώντας τα πιο αντιληπτά σε ένα Χάρτη. 
 Ο παρών Χάρτης επιβεβαιώνει σεβόμενος τις αρμοδιότητες και τα 
καθήκοντα της Ένωσης, καθώς και την αρχή της επικουρικότητας, τα 
δικαιώματα, που απορρέουν, ιδίως από τις κοινές συνταγματικές 
παραδόσεις και τις διεθνείς υποχρεώσεις των Κρατών Μελών, την 
Ευρωπαϊκή Σύμβαση για την Προάσπιση των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου 
και των Θεμελιωδών Ελευθεριών, τους Κοινωνικούς Χάρτες που έχουν 
υιοθετηθεί από την Ένωση και το Συμβούλιο της Ευρώπης, καθώς και από 
τη νομολογία του Δικαστηρίου της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης και του 
Ευρωπαϊκού Δικαστηρίου των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου. Εν 
προκειμένω, ο Χάρτης θα ερμηνεύεται από τα Δικαστήρια της Ένωσης και 
των Κρατών Μελών, λαμβανομένων δεόντως υπόψη των επεξηγήσεων, 
που καταρτίσθηκαν υπό την εποπτεία του Προεδρείου της Συνέλευσης, 
που συνέταξε τον Χάρτη και αναπροσαρμόστηκαν υπ’ ευθύνη του 
Προεδρείου της Ευρωπαϊκής Συνέλευσης. 
 

 
 Η απόλαυση των δικαιωμάτων αυτών συνεπάγεται ευθύνες και 
καθήκοντα έναντι τόσο των τρίτων, όσο κα της Ανθρώπινης Κοινότητας 
και των μελλοντικών γενεών. 
 Κατά συνέπεια, η Ένωση αναγνωρίζει τα δικαιώματα, τις 
ελευθερίες και τις αρχές που ορίζονται κατωτέρω. 
 Τα σχετικά άρθρα, (και τα επ’ αυτών σχόλια3 στερούμενα νομικής 
ισχύος) έχουν ως εξής: 
 Ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια 
 Η ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια είναι απαραβίαστη. Πρέπει να είναι 
σεβαστή και να προστατεύεται (άρθρο 1). 
 [Η ανθρώπινη αξιοπρέπεια εκλαμβάνεται ως η βάση των 
θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων, κατοχυρώνεται δε και υπό της Οικουμενικής 
Διακηρύξεως των Δικαιωμάτων του Ανθρώπου του έτους 1948: η 
αξιοπρέπεια αποτελεί το θεμέλιο της Ελευθερίας της Δικαιοσύνης και της 
Ειρήνης στον κόσμο]. 

Συνεχίζεται… 

                                                           
3 Βλ. άλλα στοιχεία στο: ΙΝΣΤΙΤΟΥΤΟ ΑΜΥΝΤΙΚΩΝ ΑΝΑΛΥΣΕΩΝ: Η Ενσωμάτωση 

του Χάρτη Θεμελιωδών Δικαιωμάτων στο Ευρωπαϊκό Σύνταγμα, Προλεγόμενα υπό 
Γεωργ. ΠΑΠΑΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΟΥ, Αθήνα, 2003. 
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