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Introduction

HIS BOOK IS a study of the impact that the status of Union citizenship has

had on the market freedoms. In particular, the book seeks to consider what

has been, and what may have been, the impact of this status on the inter-
pretation of these provisions to date and to consider whether the way that these
provisions are now interpreted (as a result of this) can be supported under a literal
and/or teleological approach to their interpretation. Moreover, the book consid-
ers the broader implications of this: once it is accepted that the market freedoms
should, indeed, be interpreted in the light of Union citizenship, what further issues
have to be addressed?

I. SETTING THE BACKGROUND

Once upon a time, six European countries decided to pool their coal and steel
resources in an attempt to build a European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).
Although it was clear that loftier aspirations for this project were entertained from
the very beginning,! none of the drafters of the Treaty which gave birth to this
Community could dare imagine that this new form of economic cooperation
among a handful of western European nations would be the first, modest, seed, in
what would become four decades later, the huge EU construct which would come
as far as to have its own citizenry.

However, let us take things from the very beginning.

With the coming to an end of the Second Word War in the mid-1940s, Europe
was faced with the challenge of having to be rebuilt from its ashes, the ensuing
Cold War, re-establishing international relations but also, and perhaps more
importantly, ensuring that the mistakes that were perpetrated in the past, would
not be repeated in the future. This latter challenge was what led to the realisation
that, in order to make a future conflict in the Continent ‘not merely unthinkable,
but materially impossible’? the areas of the economy essential for the building and
running of military machines would have to be joined and put together under the

! This is made explicit in the text of the Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950, which is the pro-
posal that led to the establishment of the ECSC. The Declaration is available at europa.eu/abc/
symbols/9-may/decl_en.htm.

2 See ibid.



