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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to study key factors affecting export activity in the
Greekmanufacturingsmallandmediumenterprises(SMEs).Underthisconditionthe
authorsfocusonfourconsecutivesectorsofGreekeconomicactivity,i.e.:foodand
beverage(F&B),clothing,machinery,andwoodandfurnituresectors.Theimportant
characteristics are analyzed by using the sample firms’ size, age, and financial
indicatorssuchasleverageandliquiditytounderscoretheimportanceofexporting
activity in providing increased efficiency in the Greek manufacturing firms. The
studyusesanOLSeconometricmodeltodeterminetheimportanceofthesefactors
andtopresentanoverallperceptionofexplanatorycharacteristicsincreasingbusiness
continuityandfirms’viability.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Exporting small and medium enterprises (SMEs) are claimed to provide adequate
support for solid economic framework in the developed world. The importance of
exportactivityintheeconomicenvironmentisobvious.However,allenterprisesin
theglobalizedworldmakeeffortstobecompetitiveandexpandtheirpresencebeyond
nationalbordersacquiringhigherlevelsofprofitsandincreasedefficiency.


