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Between Debaters

or

Two things are in contrast
to the rational reasoning;:
the rush and the rage

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

At the beginning of the day, there
was no sign that the 11th of Seplember
of 2001 is going to be one of those days
that are characterized by the term
“cursed days” and which are recorded
in the collective memory as undesir-
able and atrocious. Nevertheless, the
consequence of the fatal facts against
innocent people, which can only be
characterized as a tragedy, labeled this
day as a landmark point of the World
History, as well as a reference point
that the idea of “Revenge”, returns to
the limelight. As Aristotle has men-
tioned “...Some people argue that the
Justice which is based on reprisals is
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H nowila tng 11ng ZentepPfolov
2001 p.X. dev mwpooLwviLeto TNV mo-
QELUL TNG TTQOG TNV XOQELH TWV NUEQWY,
otLomoieg ovopdafovrut amoqoddeg neu
ROTAYQAPOVTAL UTO TG CVALO YIRS
LVING @G AverBUPNTES XAl ATOTQO-
naies. AMNGA 1 gon Twv ev Néa Yopxn
yeyovotwy oe Bapog adbwv, YeEyovo-
TWV TOOYLRAV, CLLATNOMV ®al Dava-
TNPOQWY, EUEALE VO TNV HUTO.OTIOEL O-
Q0ONMO NG TayrOoag IoTORLOG %L
ONMelo avapoQag, OTL M LOEX TOU «Oi-
VILUTETTOVOOTOG» ENAVEQYETAL TO TTQO-
OUNVLO, ROLTOL KO HAT' AQLOTOTEAYV:
«donel Oe TLol %o To avrumemovOog el
va arh@g dixawov, domep ot ITuBayo-
peLoL Epaoav: wELLOVTO YaQ ATAME TO
dirawov 1o avutenoviog ahlw. To de
ovuenovhog OUk EQAQMOOTEL 0V’ &-
TTLTO SLAVEUNTIROV dinaiov, oud’ e TO
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the only and unique way to Justice. This
is what the Pythagorians have argued
defining Justice as paying back to the
others exactly the same damage that
they have caused to us. Nevertheless,
the law of reprisals does not fit with the
distributive as well as the remedial jus-
tice although some people invoke the
opinion about justice which was ex-
pressed by Radamanthis who argues
that “when somebody is treated in the
same unfair way that he treated the
others, this the pure justice” (Aristotle
“Ethica Nikomaheia” book E’, chap-
ter 81132 b).

The thousands of innocent dead
people, the inexpressible sorrow of
other thousands people, the fear “of
the day after”. the loss of the certainty
and the feelings of salely, the enor-
mous materialistic damages, the insult
on the prestige of a super power, con
stitute the basis, with a high possibility,
for the acceptance with safety the idea
that ... the revenge constitutes jus-
tice”, with what ever it means in terms
of National, Regional, International
and World level interest. This idea pos-
sibly will be acceptable under the wave
of the need to recover the feelings of
safety and obtain again the wanted
pride as well as in order to punish the
criminals,

Nevertheless, the decision for ex-
emplary punishment should not be
taken under the pressure that is im-
posed when facts are taking place. As
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dLoghwTinov (raitol fovhovral ye
TOUTO AEyel xaL to Padapavivoc di-
®owov- L xe o ta v’ £oeke, dium %’ -
Oela yévorro)» (HOwa Nuxopdyeua,
Bifh. E', Ke. 8ov 1132 b x.e.). (Tivég
@QOVOUY, OTL TO dIXALO TWV AVTLITOL-
VWV ELVaL aVTo ToUTo 10 dixalo. Tovto
glmav ot [TuBayoeLol, oL 0molol MEL-
oav 10 dixato wg avranddoon otovg
AAAOUG, EXELVOU TO OTOLO ETAOQpE O
7O avTolG. AMG TO dIRALO TWYV AVTL-
TOWVWV OEV OUUPOVEL HE TNV dLOVENN-
TIXM ®OL PE TNV SLoQOwTLxY| SLralooD-
V1], HOAOVOTL PEQUXOL ETURAAOVVTL TNV
neQl duxalov yvaun tov Padapdy-
0vog: OTaV ®ATOLOG VITOUTEL TLG OUVE-
neleg Tov adirov, To omoio Siénpake,
TOVTO eival xaBoQd dLRaLOTTV)),

O y1hdeg a0moL VERQOIL, 0 aver-
TOTOG TOVOG AWV YALGd WY AvBoh)-
WV, O AVERPQAGTOG POPOG «TNE ETO-
HEVNIS MUEDAGY, 1] ammAeLa TNG PePand-
TTUS KL TOV HOPAADY OUVELO -
LV, 0L LEQaoTIEs LMnES Tnuicg, 1 mpo
ofohi} Tou yonTeov piug vrepduva-
ung, elvan Toht mbavov va odnynoouy
£% TOU QO@ahovg 0TV amodoyr) TG -
e «nal To avTimemovOog eivert -
TADG BIAALOV...», LE 0,TL GUTO OVVE-
@élxeTaL oe e0VIKO, TEQLPEQELAND,
deBveg nal TayrOoMo eNinedo, VIO
10 BAQOG TNG UVAYRNG UTORAUTAITU-
016 oUVaLBNUaTLY aopalelag, avd-
ATNOTNG TEWBEVTOG YONTQOV %L TN)G TL-
HOQLOG TV EYRAULOTLDV,

A M maaderyatin Tipweia
TWV EVOYWV OEV MEEMEL VO ATOPAOL-
obel ev BeQpud, dLOTL «TAYOS XaAL 0QYN
gufoviia evaviia», OTWS ETOVLOE O
Oouxudidng: «NopiLw de dvo, ta eva-
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Thoukidides mentioned: “I think that
two things are in contrast to the ratio-
nal reasoning; the rush and the rage.
Between these two, the first is accom-
panied by foolishness while the second
is accompanied by the lack of educa-
tion and narrow way of thinking.

Though, under the pressure of wail-
ing and mourning, it is possible to ex-
clude the rush and the rage, during the
decision taking progress.

In that case, it is possible for the
other side to abandon any fear for pun-
ishment, which will consequently will
lead to such situation that anybody,
with out the fear of punishment, will
tend to unfairness. “ Who is the man
that although does not fear of any-
thing, can be fair?” (Aeschelos,
Evmenides, 516-524).

The “next day”, it is inevitable to
mean a lot of things in a diversity of
fields: the comfort which comes by
time and the necessary punishment of
those that are guilty, the exaggeration
and the fear, the worry and the uncer-
tainty, the rise of feelings of insecurity
in a world which is characterized by
lack of security.

Although this world is marked by
the Christian encouragement “do not
pay back any evil you accept” (Paul: To
Romans IB’, 17) it scems that the same
world is ready to accept the idea “. You
ought to damage the enemies..” (Plato:
Politeia, 335E)

vaubtata gvBoulia elval: Taog TE KoL
0QYTNV, WV TO PEV HETA OVOLOG LAEL Yi-
yveoBal, To de petd amadevolag xot
Boaxvmrog yvoung», (vopitw, on
dvo mpaypata eival xat’ eEoyny avTi-
Beta mpog TNy 000N onEYM: 1 TOYVTY-
o ko 0gyN. EE avtdv to pev éva ou-
vodeVETOL A0 TNV avoNoia, TO 8E (A
A0 aTtd TV EALELPT) LOQPWONG KOL TNV
OTEVOTNTO TNG AVTIMTG).

Yno6 to Baog, OUWE, TNG OLULWYNS
®aL Twv 0NV givan duvatov va Eo-
BeloBOVY «TO TAXOCH KOL «1) OQYT»
ROTA TV MY 0RANQAY TLHWEAY O-
ToQAacEWV ko €€ AAANG thevpls eivan
duvaToV Vo ExAELYN 0 POBOG TG TLUD-
plag, omoTE 0 0log dMmoTE W) Pofou-
HEVOS Olot dMTOTE TLwela Ba dUvatal
VoL aduxEL: «Tig Y OEdOLXMC UNOEV EV-
durog Pootmvs (Atoyvhou: Evpevidee,
516-524); (Tloiog avBowrog oOUdEV (po-
Bovpevoc numwopet va eivar dixaioc;).

H «emopevn nuéoa» elval popaio
VO OUVETLAYETOL TTOMG %0 TOLRIANG;
TNV TN YORL TOV XQOVOU %Al TNV O
VOYROLO TIMELE TOV SQUOTHY, THY V-
nepfohn xat Tov oo, TNV avnovyia
xaL Ty afefardtnta, TV TEodxANaN
gUVaLOHNPATOV OVOoPaLELaS o8 Eva
KOO0 EMLOPAAT KOl TAQE TNV TEQL
TOU OVTLHETOV YQLOTLOVIXT TQOTQOTT)
«uMOEV OOV AVTL KOROD ATOIDO-
vieg» ([Tavhou: Ipog Pwpalovg, IB’
17), ovvendyetat, axdun, Ty anodo-
¥ e WEag «toig exBooic PAAPNY o-
geiheaBat..» (IMhatwvog: [Molteia,
335 E)...




