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Between Debaters

or

About the Media of

Mass Communication and
Regional Development

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The Media of Mass Communi-
cation and the issues of Regional
Development have been. asis widely
known. the subject of several general
or specific Studies and in many of
their facets. The relation, though, of
the Media and Regional Develop-
ment has been treated as a subject to
minor interest, or. perhaps, as self
understood, and has not been
«honoured» as yet, but with the
interest of very few Researchers!.

As of the above, and with the
given, according to the author of this
text, possibility of the important
contribution of the former to the

1. See C. GE, ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Media of Mass Communication and
Development of specific Arcas. Athens. D'
Edition, 1981,

Toig Evreuopévorg

f

Ilepi Méowv Mazixig
Enixoivwviag xai
Ilepipeperaxng Avdantugng

Tou Kaénynrtou Kwvor. E.
AGANAZOMNOYAQY

Ta Méoa Malixng Exrowvaviag
wot to Oepata g [epLpepeianig
AvarTuEng fyouy aToTehEOEL. (1
YVOOTOV, AVTIXELLEVO TOMADY YEVL-
ROV 1] ELORMY MERETHV ot yLu ok~
Lég mruyEg Tous. H oyéom opmg Mé-
onv xat [egipegetanig AvamTuEnc
(paivetal, 0Tl explbn BEPA 000 VOG EV-
SL(PEDOVTOC 1), EVOEYOUEVIS, CUTO-
VONTO %L deV EXEL «TLUNBel» pEYQL
TOUDE TUQC PE TO EVOLAWEQOV EACLYL-
otwv Epevvntav!,

Qg £% TOUTOV, pe OEOOPEVI), RUT(L
TOV UROYQU(POVTU TO TAQOV %ELPEVO,
TV SUVATOTNTA GNRAVTIRTC CUUfOo-
MIE TMV TEMTWY TNV EMITEVEN TWV
OROmMY TNE OEVTEQNC. HOIVETAL UVU-

1. BA. K. TE. AGANAZOITOYAQOZ: Méoa
Magixric Ermworvaoviag war avdrmign eni jié-
pous nreproxv. Adrivau, A'avar. 1981.
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attainment of the aims of the latter,
the systematic research of this
relation is considered as necessary.,

Contemporary life has created.
as it is known. a series of new
necessities. Amongst those is the one
of Mass Communication. which. in
order to be attained. needs a series of
prerequisites, the most important of
those being the existence of
technical means (approachable to
those interested). the generation of
legislation (or ethics and codes of
practice) pertaining the use of the
Media and. finally. the persons
which shall undertake. by
prolession. the fullilment of the
other people’s needs for communi-
cation?,

The Media of Mass Communi-
cation. moreover, il released frec.
provided they possess adequalte
technical infrastructure and skilled
managerial and other staff and. if of
course they intend to. may carry out
aseries of functions, such as:

I. The review of political and
social environment and the
recording of events.

2. Education, that is radiation
and transfer of the so-called «social
heritage», given that (as shown by
several studies and empirical
research) large number of people

2. See C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Publicily. Athens, 7th Edition, 1998,
p.16-fol.

2

yAalt 1) OUOTHHATIX dLleQev VIO av-
TG TS OYEONG.

H olyyoovn Lo exet dnuouvy vy
OEL, 1) YVOUTOV, OELO(L VEWY UVAYRDY.
Miu €€ avtmv givar xai 1) ™G palng
ETAOLVOVIUG, 1] OTTOLH YL VOL «ETUTEV-
y0el». amairel oea tpotimoBEaenv, ol
KUQLOTEQES TWV OTTOLWY ELVOL 1) VITOQ-
En teyvindv pEcWV (TQOOLTAY TTOUG
evOLALPEQOUEVOUS), 1) BEOTLON VOUOV
(1) % Ty OV OOV ®ot eBLLn V) diemod-
VIOV TV %0101 Twv MEoWV, ®al, TEAOG
arope. Ta omoie 0a avakiPouy €& g-
TAYYELUATOS TV IXUVOTTOI 01| TWV d-
VUYX OV ETIZOIVIOVIAS TOV GAAOVZ,

Ta Meou Muluens Emsotvoviog,
EZ (o, eav apetiovy eheti0eow. (v
SieOFTory natdihnin tey izt vtodo-
1) 2 EIEZEVUEVO ZTEAEYIARO DUViL-
26, vat, ey pepaing 1o embupouy,
ETLTEAOUV OFIOM AEITOVQYUDY. OTTWIC:

. H extozdanm) rouv aepifallo-
VIOZ. 1] ELONOEOVOUQIL, 1] %UTUOUGA
TWIV YEYOVOTWY,

2. H ezmoidevon. yrown perafipfa-
01) TNS AEYOHEVIZ «ZOIVIIVIRTIS #A1)QO-
VORLOS», DEdOEVOUL. OTL (OTMT dLat-
OTHONZE GO TOIAES EQEVVES %l ATO
TNV BELETY) OTUTIOTIXWYV OTOLXELDV)
HEYAROZ ALOPOZ ATOPMY «XalhiEQ-
YELTOL TIVEVUUTIRMS» (O T MME.,

3. Me T1c LALOHOO(pIES Rl TIS 1OL0-
tumieg Toug 1 MME éyouv yivel éva
OUOLAOTIZO RKUL WTOTEAETUUTIRG OQ-
VAVO HOQQPOTONONS KUl ENQEATHOU
TC TOMTIANC BELONC TV palmv.

2. BA. ka1 K. 'E. AGANAXOITOYAOZL: H
Anpooiétnra. Alrival, Z° €x6., 1998, o. 16
ErT6yL,
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receive their «cultural food» by the
Media. '

3. With their diversity and
specificities the Media have become
an important and effective instru-
ment of appeal to and amalgamation
of the political will of the people.

. 4. The Audit. With the progress *

of time the Media have become of
most powerful means of audit of
Authority (Legislative, Execulive
and Justice),

5. Specilic critique. Besides the
collection, evaluation and spread of
news and opinions, being acts of high
importance for the Media, the
critique that they can carry on events
of public interest offers the people
the possibility of evaluation [or:
movies and theatrical plays, musical
events, artistic exhibitions, ete.

6. Entertainment. That is the
recreation and distraction of the
daily stress.

7. Advertisement, or encoura-
gement of mass consumption and
mass production. Besides, adverti-
sement works on the economic soli-
dity and of the Media enterprises.

The Media of Mass Communica-
tion have received, at periods, a
series of criticisms referring to both
to the mode of their «operation» and
to the final «product» they produce.
Along these lines they are criticised
for lack of objectivity and for
promoting a «cultural mosaic» to the

4. O gheyyog. Me v mdgodo tou
yoovou e MME éyouv xataotel éva

o Ta TAEOV SUVaKA pECO. EAEYYOV

s eEovolag (NopoOetinng, Extele-
OTIXNG ARAOTIRNG).

5. Euduxn xouvrirty. [opd to yeyo-
vOg, OTL 1} OUALOYT}, aELOAOYNOT KoL
SO0 ELONCEMY KL YVWUDV ELVAL
£0YO0 TQWTAQYLRNG ONUATLAG VLU T
MME, 1) %QLT1%1}, TOU QUTE PITOQOUY
V@ AOXTO0UV 08 DLAPOES HOLVIWVIAES
exdNAOoELE, TOV TapovoLaLouy yevL-
XOTEDO EVOLOPEQOY, TUPEYEL UTOUG
ITohiteg Tnv duvatoTNTa %ot TV VY E-
ofta aEiohdynone didgoowy wota-
OTAGEOV (ROLTLAT) RIVITLUTOYQAPLADY
7L QEUTOUAMV £QYWV, HOUGLADV £%-
MAmoemv, ex0eoemv Loyoaprng).

6. H puyaywyic, dnhadn 1 amak-
Aoyt amd to nudnpepLvd dyog ol
Y EVTaon.

. H dayjpon, 1o 1y Eviaoon v-
01 TG RULLRIG TUQaymYTg ®al TG
pafinng xatavarlwons. EE dhing
nheVOag, N OtagnuLon eEaapuiilel
TNV OLKOVOLLIXT) EVowaTict Twv MME.

Ta Méoa Maluxng Emxowvaviag,
£xouv dex0el ot TEQLOSOVE OELQ( €-
TUROLOEWY, TOOO YL TOV TEOTO «AEL-
TOVQYLOG» TOUE, OUO0 ROL YLOL TO, UITOTE-
AECPOTO KO TO TEMHO «TTQOTOVS, TO O-
OLo e ayovV. "EToL, «<eyrololvtaly
yLot EAAELPT) AVTIXELEVIROTNTAG, YLO
SLaYEOHEVO «HOOUinO KAAMEDYELACH
mpog 1o Kowvo ato omoio amevbuvo-
VIO, YLO ETLOLDKOUEVT] VITEQUAAVYT)
TWY TIVEVRATIRDV LELTOVQYLAY TV
YOMOTOV TOVG «ATO TLS GUVALTOT LTI
HEC PUYIRES DVVANELG TOUCY, YL ETTAL-

3
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public to which they address, trying
to cover their mental activity with a
«sentimental and psychic» blanket
and deviating audiences to the
«suckling phase of the infant»3.

Furthermore, the Media have
been the object of a series of
regulation, comprehensive .or
casual, both in national or interna-
tional level, such as the regulation of
the current Greek Constitution
1975/1986, of Law 1866/1989, Law
2173/1993, Law 2328/1995, Law
2644/1998. and European Commu-
nity Directives, European Parlia
ment Decisions (14/12/1993) ete,

On the other hand, the Regional
Development* may be defined as an
catity of procedures for the
economic, social and cultural
development of all (and if possible
simultaneously) the regions of a
country. This development is
pursued (and attained) with the
increase, and in cases with the
diversification, of the productive
capacity of the regions and with
physical planning. The increase of
the productive capacity and the

3. The baby while suckling may
receive through the mouth anything that
1s offered to It.

4. See, In extent, and for bibliography
in: C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Legislation for Regional Development:
the Greele experience of the last thirty
vears. Athens, B’ Edition, 1984, p. 5~fol.

4

VOQOQX TWV ATORWY 0TO «TTOUATIRO
0TadL0 TOV YNTOUV». TO oolo Onhalel
®aL OEYETOL O,TL ONTOTE TOU TROTPE-
QETOL XWQLG dUVATOTNTES EAEYY OV,
%.CL.

AxOm), Ta MEow ateTEAETQY ALVTL-
REWEVO 0£10ag QuOpioewY TANQWY 1
NTEADY, TO00 ot ebvixd, 600 naL oe
SLeBveg enimedo, OwE 7.X. oL QUO-
OELE TOV LOYVOVTOG EVVIAYROATOG
1975/1986, twv N, 1866/1989, N.
2173/1993,N.2328/1995, N. 2644/1998,
Kowotxav Odnyuwy, Anopdoenv
tov Evponaixrod Kowofouviiov
(14/12/1993) %.dL..

EE édhlne mhevpde, v INegupeoeia-
W] Avamtogn divaral v ool g
EVU OUVUAL OLUOTALLOIDY YL TIY 0120
VORI, ROIVWVIAT] %O TTORTIOTIX (1
vartuEn Ohwv (ralL £l SUVATOV TAUTO-
YOOVMIC) TV TEQUPEQELOV piag Xm)-
Ut TT avéstreEn v emduh el
(nan emTyXAvETAL) pE TV ooy
(%o o€ TOMMEG TTEQUTTGIOELG %O [LE THV
dLUPOROTOINT) TNE TAYAYMYLRIG «L-
ROVOTITUG? TOV TEQUPEQELDY KO W-
OLOPEVES avadLapBpmoELg (7. YwEo-
takeg). H avEnomn mg mapaywywmnc
«XaVOTITAG» %L oL avadlapBomhoelg
TOETEL VO €IVOL TETOLES, (HOTE VA £EN-
OPAMEOVY «lit CUVEYT] %L AVTOOU-
VTHEOVHEVI] AUENOT] TOV TTQUYHATL-
ROV %UTA REQAAT ELOODNUATOG KLl
Bektiwon twv ouvhinrov dtafivong
Tou TANOVOPOT TOVg».

3. BA. ev exrdoer katliog xar oxenxn Bi-
Bhioypagia oro: K. N'E. AGANAZOITOYAOE:
Nopodeola epipeperaxne Avdituing: n
EAAnvixn epureipla rwv redevialwy prdvia
xpbvwv. Afltivau, 8° avar. 1984. o. 8 endj.
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restructuring must be of a kind that
ensures a continuous and sustai-
nable increase of the real per head
income and the living standards of
the population.

In the above definition and on
the basic context of the (economic)
region we may add that it is a
dynamic geographic area of which
the conjuncting components may
change with time and affect its
borders. The economic region, as
defined above, may well be different
from the administrative region, but
in the implementation of the
programmes of cconomic develop-
ment it is by obligation connecled (o
the administrative regions.

Having defined and delimited the
concepts of the Media and of
Development, it is now possible to
examine the contribution of the
former to the implementation of the
aims of the latter.

The answer, according to the
author, is positiye. The fields in
which the Media may promote
Development are numerous and
vary. Indicativelly, due to space
constraints, may be mentioned here
the following3:

The geographic and historical

5. See C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Media of Mass Communication and
Development of specific Areas, Athens.
D’ Edition, 1981, p. 61~fol.

Ztov 00LpO aUTO Baount) el pE-
QOUG EVvoLa ELVOL 1] EVVOLOL (OLKOVOLL-
%1]) <TEQUPEQELO, YLO TTV OTOLCL TTE-
QLOQLLOUAOTE VO OVAPEQOVE, OTL Ei-
VoL L0 QUVOLILKT] YEWYQOpLXT] EVOTN-
T, TG OMOLOG TO CUVOETIXA OTOLYELN
petafarhovial otnv dradgopi Tov
%£0OVOU %aL ETNEERLOVY TO OQLA TNG.

H (owovoprn) negupéoeia, Omwg
00LOONXE TEONYOUHEVIGS, PITOQEL VU
ELVaL DLOPOQETIRT GTTO TNV SLOWRNTIXY
TEQLPEQELAL, OTNV EPUQROYT) OUWS
TQOYQUHUATWY OLKOVOULKNG CVOLTTTU-
Enc ouvdEETUL VTTOYEEMTIAMC pE ot
HITLRT] 1) OLOLRT|TIRES TIEQLIPEQELES.

Me opLoBeTnuevee, Aowmoy, ot
TOWMTI] TQOTEYYLOT TIG EVVOLEG TWIV
Méowv %o g AvamreEng eivat du-
vaTOV va Yivel Aoyog mtepl oupfohiig
TOV TEOTOY OTNY «UAOTOINOT» TOV
OROTIMV TG DEVTEQNG;

H amdvinom), »ard Tov yodpovra,
elval kutapatnl). Ta media otu 0-
mola To Méaa ooy va vrofonbn-
ooUY TNV avaTuEn elval TOAAG KoL
oA, AvapeQovton edm, eELAeEL
LDEOV, EVOENTIXWG Tal eENGH:

Ta Méoa propovv vo. «tpofa-
hovv»:

Ta YEwyQApLALA %L LOTOQLXL OTOL-
XELOL piaig TepLoy s, Omwg Ty BEom g
TEQLOYNG, TNV EXTAON TNG, THY PUOT
10V £dAPOVG, TOVG VOATLVOUG TOPOVC,
TO AEOEVTIRG £QYA, TNV GVOTAOY] TOV
VRedAPOUGS, TO RALLA, TNV TOTURT L-
oTOQLA %.0L..

4. BA. K, I'E. AGANAZOIIOYAOZL: Méoa
Maluaic Emkoivovias k.A., évd. av., 0. 66 e-
ooy,

5
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elements of an area, such as the.

position of an area, the space, the
state of its soil, the water potential
and infrastructure, the minerals, the
climate, the local histofy and culture,

The demographic elements of a
region, such as the data from the
censuses, the distribution of the
population groups of urban, semi-
urban and rural population, the
distribution by sex and age group,
the in and out migration from the
region, and migration within the
region (from rural to urban areas
and vice versa) elc.

The elements ol the economi-
cally active populal;on, the work-
force by type of employment (self
employed, workers, white collars,
civil servants, etc.), the unemploy-
ment, ete.

Elements of the structure of the
local economy:

a. Of the primary sector:
Agricultural land, size of average
cultivation, agricultural infrastru-
cture, agricultural industry, live-
stock, forestr&. fisheries, etc.

b. Of the secondary sector:
Industry, small industry, handicraft,
mining/quarrying, construction, etc.

c. Of the tertiary sector: Services
provision in the subsectors of health,
education, transport, communica-
tion, trade, banking and finance,
tourism, cluture, el(c.

6

- Ta dnpoyoaguxd otoyela piag
TEQLOYNG, OGS T OTOLXELD ATOYQU-
pav, TNV duipBowon Twv Thnduoa-
KOV OPASOV COTIXOV, 1IUOCTLHOD, -
Y00TLXOU TANBUOUOV, TNV RATAVON
ToU TANBVOPOY ROTE PUAO KOl OUCL-
dEC NALDV, TNV HETAVAOTEVOT] EX TNG
TWEQLOYNG XK UL TTQOG TNV TEQLOYKT], TNV
%V oM 1oV TANOVOUOY EVTOE TV O-
QLAY TNG CUYXERQLUUEVNIC TLEQLOYTIS
(7). amd T AYQOTIXA TNG TUNHATA
TQOG T ALOTLXRA WEQT)), TNV TTAAMYVO-
oTNoN %0,

- Ta GTOLYELN TOV OLXOVORLRDG €-
veQYOU TANOVOROT, TO UTAOYOAOV e -
VO 1} GL0AGLOY EQYUTIRG DUVUUKO THC
TEQLOYTIG.

- Zroueia TG SOUNG TNG TOTUXRNG
OLROVOULOG:

a. Tov mEWTOYEVOUG TOUEM:

Fewoyunn) 1), OruBEoLpe £day,
peyefog yewywov whfpov, tpya ye-

" wEywng vrtodoung, YEwyrES Blopn-

YOVIEG, CUOREVOOTIOLO (POTVTWY, (U~
T LOQOYWYT), XTNVOTROYIA, dago-
OV, AALELDL %.CL.,

B. Tov devteQoyevoug Topéa:

Bloteyvia, Bropnyavia, oguytia,
METOAAELD, AaTopELR, GAURES, OLKOBO-
X1 dQATTNELOTNTA %. (..

v. Tov TpLt0YEVODg TOUEX: .

ITagoyM VANQEECLMY GTOVE TOUELS
TG UYELOS, TG TTOLOELOG, TV LETAQPO-
MV, TWV ERLLOLVOVLOY, TOV EXTOQL-
oV, TV TQUTELDV, TOU TOMTLOHOD,
Ty eneVOVoEWY, (dnpooiwy, LdLwTL-
HOV) %0,

Me dedouéveg, howtmdy, aUTEg TIg

———
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Given the above possible fields
for the Media of Mass Communi-
cation to entangle effectively in
issues of Regional Development,
arises the question of whether the
Media can «serve» blighted or
underdeveloped areas. The answer
is again, according to the author,
positive, with the notice that,
disregarding responsibility, at
present the relation is not without
problems and soon, with wise actions
by the entangled parties (Media and
Local Structure’s delegates). the
necessary measures should be {aken
in the benefit of both and of course
the country.

Narrow political 1f‘1inking.
carelessness, personal interests,
avoidance and transfer of responsi-
bility of the Latin style «guarda ¢
passa», postponement of policy
planning and the commencement of
effective measures, pose obstacles to
the general expectation for a better
«tomorrow», so much in view of the
dawn of the next millennium, as also
because humans by nature turn not
to the Declining Sun that soon sets,
but to the New one who rises amidst
the «rosefingered Heos» (Homer,
Odyssey 1), since (Euripides,
Iphigenie in Avlis, line 1218) «it is

sweet, for Humans, to see the light»

duvatotntes Twv Méowy Maluxng
Emixovoviag vo «epAanroivy amo-
teheopaTinag ot Oépara [MegLpepeia-
*NG AVATTUENG, AVOXVITTEL TO EQMITY)-
et AV TNV TTQOKELUEVT] TEQLTTTWOT)
glval duvatov vo. yivel Aoyog el oy é-
OEWV «0TOQYNG» TV Méawy mpog v-
nofabopsveg, Wing, mepoyés. H a-
TAVTINOT ELVaL, XATG TOV YOAPOVTAQ,
O TAALY ROTOUPOTIXT), UE TV ETLOT)-
RUVOT], OTL aveEERQTHTWE VITULTLOTY -
TOG, TO Y€ VUV £X0V 1] O £0T) EivaL «TIQO-
BAnuaT» ®aL TEETEL TAYEWGS, |LE
0MEPEOVEC EVEQYELEC TV Epmhexopé-
A Mg{:\(;\\!, (M:'fr'rmv Aol F.'RJ'I'.(_}OO(IJ-
Ty Ty Evowpegoutvay Tomlxmv
Aopmv). va Aoty Ta avayraid pe
O, €77 ayafa) CUPOTEQWV KL TTOW-
TioTwe Tou Tomov.

Mupomohitires onépels, afehtn-
ola, adiapogia, doyuatiopol Tov Aa-
VILKOT TUTOL «guarda e passar, HeT-
wUAlon evOuvav, avapohn ydoakng
VEWV TOMTLXDV %ot avaforn Aymg
MOV HETOWY, UTTAOOUY OTLE TQO0-
doxleg OA®Y yLO VO RUAMTEQO «aD-
0LO», EV OWPEL RAALOTA XAl TG YOQOV-
YNE TOU EMEQYOUEVOU ALDVOS, TOMAD
de paihov dedopevov, Ot oL Avlpw-
mot £E opuepgpUTou oTREpOVTAL, OYL
npog tov @Oivovra "Hiwov, mou 0oov
ovmm dvel, alld moog tov Néov, o o-
nolog enehOdV avatélher ev péow
ngoiovong (xatd tov 'Opneov, P g
Odvooelag) «pododantirov» Holg,
%08’ 6oov (ratd tov Evouridny, Tyt
yevewo v Auhidl, otiy. 1218) «ndv yap
AvOphmoLow 1o pwg AevooeLy»
(Aevoow = Premw).



