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Abstract 

 
The current postgraduate thesis is oriented to the investigation of diplomatic relations 

between the European Union and Russia using as main criterion the energy trade and 

the bilateral agreements between them. The main objective is to present and evaluate 

the exact policies of the two sides and their individual choices based on energy and the 

transport of energy resources. A focal point is also the energy supply and export and the 

definition of energy security in the contemporary international developments. In 

addition, it is investigated the geopolitical impact of energy on the actual relations 

between states and international entities and the consolidation of their power through 

this. The methodology followed is based on a mixed research approach according to the 

analyses of secondary and primary sources focused on the existing international affairs. 

This research assesses the degree of interdependence between the two sides in terms of 

benefit in the economic and energy sectors. At the same time, the individual options of 

the two sides are sought in order to reduce the degree of dependence or deepen their 

relations. Key findings are the individual political actions of certain member states of 

the European Union through their direct conciliation and consultation with Russia that 

threaten the unity of the European entity. In conclusion, the prospect of an immediate 

withdrawal of the European Union from the Russian natural gas supply is considered 

extremely difficult. This may be due to either the internal division or the plurality of 

policies within the EU, or it could also happen due to the growing Russian network of 

pipelines and alternative energy channels on the European continent. 
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